


A publication of Dock Mennonite Academy

Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber
Superintendent

Dr. Sharon Fransen
Assistant Superintendent
Curriculum & Instruction 

Martin Wiens
Principal, Grades Nine to Twelve

Bronwyn Histand
Principal, EC to Grade Eight

Patti Baker
Director of Finance and Operations

Robert Rutt
Director of Advancement

Douglas Hackman
Director of Admissions

Kathleen Gordon
Director of Marketing

Winter
2018

3 Joseph and the Amazing  
 Technicolor Dreamcoat

Dock Theater’s fall musical production was a 
feast for the senses.

6 Homecoming and Family  
 Weekend 2017

Homecoming Weekend 2017 featured a 
celebration of Dock’s amazing legacy in fall 
athletics, plus some new events and a focus on 
family fun.

12 2017 Alumni of the Year
We recognize our graduates for Outstanding 
Achievement and Distinguished Service: Jennifer 
Halteman Schrock ’79, Sanford L. Alderfer ’70, 
Sarah (Weaver) Bergin ’88, Dr. J. Eric Bishop 
’74, Jessica (Hedrick) Miller ’07, and Drew 
Skinner ’02.

14 Campus Happenings
Christmas Benefit Concert u Dock rocks Christmas 
Parade u Behold the Power of the King! u First 
grade word detectives u Third grade flour power 
u Race for Education is a winner! u “Off the Grid” 
Series: Hen to Hearth u Dock students flash their 
culinary skills u Alum teaches students about 
insurance u Service keeps NHS members busy 
u Students make “Little Dresses for Africa” u 
Students and mentors receive awards u Drone 
pilots for a day u Giving blood, saving lives u Fall 
Pastors’ Days u Perfect day for fall golf u Dock 
raises $2,000 for sister school in Puerto Rico 

22 Alumni Notes

24 Superintendent’s Message
 A Christ-centered perspective

On the cover:  Stores may have had Christmas 
decorations up for weeks, but the Christmas 
Benefit Concert for our EC-Grade 8 Campus in early 
December truly ushers in the Christmas season for 
Dock Mennonite Academy—and our Kindergartners 
reciting the Christmas story from Luke 2 is the 
highlight of the evening! See more photos on page 14 
and online at dock.org. Photos by Mike Landis.

Table of Contents

Board of Trustees
James Gunden, Chair 
Warren Tyson, Assistant Chair
Ruth Yoder, Secretary
P. Scott Heckler, Treasurer
Tasha Alderfer ‘97    Mark Bergey ‘88
Beny Krisbianto         Chad Lacher ‘93
Scott Landis ‘82         James Lapp               
Rina Rampogu 

Lamplighter is published by 
Dock Mennonite Academy 
1000 Forty Foot Road 
Lansdale, PA 19446  

Jay Gordon, Editor
Steve Leinbach, Layout & Design

www.dock.orgLearning for Lives of Purpose

Dock sophomore Miguel 
Santiago flies through the air 
with the greatest of ease during 
Dock Theater’s fall musical, Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat. Photos by Mike Landis.
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Dock Theater’s production of Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat was a 
feast for the senses.

When Andrew Lloyd Weber wrote the music for Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat in 1967, he was barely 18 years 
old—the same age as some of the actors in Dock Theater’s production, 
performed November 9-11 in Clemens Auditorium.

The musical, which also features the lyrics of Tim Rice, retells 
the biblical story of Israel’s favorite son, and adds an updated 
spin with the use of a variety of musical genres. “What 
stands out,” says Director Emily Rittenhouse, “is that 
Joseph was a dreamer who had faith that he was meant 
for bigger things—and the lessons of grace, mercy, 
and forgiveness that accompanied his journey.”

Dazzling!

3 



4 



THE CAST
JOSEPH .................................... Alex Martin
NARRATORS ............................ Carlie Cocco 
 Alexa Kennel 
 Hannah Landis
PHARAOH ............................... Levi Longacre (11/9, 11/10)
 Chris Keach (11/11)
POTIPHAR ............................... Ben Graham
MRS. POTIPHAR  .................... Olivia Messina 
REUBEN ................................... Isaac Longacre
JUDAH ..................................... Miguel Santiago
BAKER ...................................... Laura Olsen
BUTLER .................................... Emily Bennett
JACOB ...................................... Seth Kolb ‘16
BROTHERS ............................... Ben Anderson, Liam Gingrich, 
     Ben Graham, Isaac Longacre, Miguel Santiago, Sam Thompson,   
     Ian Anderson, Levi Longacre, Chris Keach, Matt Lacek
ENSEMBLE  .............................. Emily Bennett, Olivia Celenza, 
     Christine Chen, Abigail Delp, Bryanna Dix, Hannah Hackman, 
     Mikayla Martin, Olivia Messina, Ruth Michel, Laura Olsen,
     Cassidy Williams

MUSICIANS
Reed 1 - Madelyn Bergin
                 (flute, piccolo)
Reed 2 - Lois Russo
 (clarinet, soprano sax, bass clarinet)
Horn- Shelley Berg
Trumpet- Dale Burkhard

Percussion- Cindy Reese
Keyboard I- Paul Bennett
Keyboard II- Keith Clattenburg
Guitar- Don Reese
Bass- George Frueh
Drums- Keith Wilson

THE PRODUCTION CAST
Director  .......................................... Emily Rittenhouse
Music Director  ............................. Emily Grimes
Choreographers  ......................... Breanna Yates, Emily Rittenhouse
Producer  ........................................ Jean Mong
Set Design/Construction  ......... Adolph Jager, Matt Rittenhouse,
                                                Emily Rittenhouse 
Costumes........................................ Jean Mong, Su MacIntyre, 
                                                Emily Rittenhouse
Scenic Design ............................... Alexa Kennel 
Stage Manager ............................. Dalton Moore
Dance Captains ............................ Emily Bennett, Miguel Santiago

LIGHTING
Sydney Cardy

PAINTING
Alexa Kennel
Gary Dix
Emma Robb
Hannah Landis
Cassidy Williams
Ben Graham
Bryanna Dix
Alex Martin 

SOUND
Jackson Bell

STAGE CREW
Ashley Mellinger
Emily Mellinger
Josh Farmer
Aliyyah Haggard
Emma Rose Thompson
Seth Cardy
Evan Mong
Jesse Mong
Katelyn Sellars
Chloe Sung

SET CONSTRUCTION
Matt Rittenhouse
Dale Carson
Oliver Gingrich
Emily Bennett
Liam Gingrich
Dalton Moore
Dan Mong
Jesse Mong
Evan Mong
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“The Dock coaching staff, in partnership with parents, 
seeks to develop the God-given abilities of each student-
athlete in preparation for successful team experiences. 
This educational arena will be used to mold and perfect 
enduring life values that are equal to or beyond our 
athletic success.”

The achievement of these goals, as described in the Dock 
Athletics mission statement (above), were celebrated as 
part of Dock’s Homecoming Weekend, held on October 
6-7, 2017. A specific focus was the accomplishments of 
Dock’s fall athletic programs—boys and girls soccer, field 
hockey, golf, girls tennis, girls volleyball, and boys and 
girls cross country.

The celebration included the first-ever athletic awards 
program recognizing the school’s legacy teams and 
athletes. With a nod to ESPN, we called these awards 

Homecoming Weekend 
was a great time of 
celebrating Dock’s 
amazing legacy in athletics.

the Dock ESPYs, and they featured similar awards—
including two that were given more for achievements 
off the field than on. 

But Homecoming Weekend 2017 was so much more 
than that! In addition to glorious fall weather, the 
celebration also featured:

Ø	Our instrumental and vocal groups in their first 
concert of the year, and our 2017 Alumni of the 
Year Awards and Reception

Ø	The 4th Annual Dock Disc Golf Open, held on 
campus for the first time

Ø	Our first-ever Color Fun Run for all ages, also 
held on campus

1
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1 — Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction Dr. Sharon Fransen braves the “color 
gauntlet” during the Color Fun Run.

2 — The Dock Dynasty alumni game featured players 
from all four state championship teams—and showed that 
they haven’t lost their passion for the game.

Ø	A fall Admissions Open House

Ø	Alumni games, including a “Dock Dynasty” 
matchup featuring players from Dock’s state 
championship soccer teams. The game was 
followed by an outdoor BBQ at the stadium.

Ø	A Kids Festival with inflatables and fun for children

Ø	Class reunions, team reunions, and more

3 4
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3 — The Kids Festival featured games for all ages.

4— Dustin Leatherman ’02 fires off a good-looking tee shot 
during the Disc Golf Open, held on campus for the first 
time.

5 — Alumni and their families enjoyed a BBQ “tailgate” 
Saturday afternoon, catered by Chef Bill Lorah and the 
cafeteria staff.

6 — The Concert Band performs during Friday night’s Fall 
Concert.

7 — The Dock difference - Can you guess how many 
years of Dock teaching experience is represented in this 
photo? Get out your calculator and add (l to r) Jerry Yoder 
(43 years), Tim Ehst (39 years), S. Duane Kauffman (45 
years), Tim Swartz (18 years) and Eldon Miller (44 years), 
and you get 189 years of teaching experience. Clearly, 
teaching at Dock is like discovering the fountain of youth! 7 
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8 — Members of the Chorale and Concert Choir perform together 
during the Fall Concert.

9 — Dock’s first-ever Color Fun Run was a great event for 
families.

10 — Alumni of the Year recipient Dr. J. Eric Bishop ’74 shares a 
laugh with former colleague Eleanor Ruth.

11 — The Kids Festival was enjoyed by current and future alumni!

12 — The Dock Dynasty alumni game went down to the wire—
just as you’d expect in a game between two championship-caliber 
teams. 

13 — Dock students made sure runners finished the Color Run 
with plenty of color!

14 — Mikayla (violin) and Laura Frederick (piano) played during 
the offertory at Friday night’s Fall Concert.

15 — Alumni of the Year recipient Sarah Bergin ’88 chats during 
the Alumni of the Year reception.

16 — The Color Fun Run was fun for the runners and the “sprayers”!

17 — Laura Bergey belted out the solo on He Never Failed Me Yet 
during the Fall Concert.

18 — The Moon Bounce and other inflatables provided hours of fun 
at the Kids Festival.

19 — Runners had to pass through three different color stations 
during the Color Fun Run.
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And the ESPY 
            goes to…..
Dock’s first-ever ESPY Awards show 
was held on Saturday, October 7, 
recognizing the teams, athletes and 
moments from the school’s fall sports 
season.

Here is the complete list of winners:
	Ø	Dynasty Team: 
   Boys Soccer State Championship Teams 
   (2002, 2003, 2005, and 2009)

	Ø	Outstanding Run of Team Championships: 
   Girls Soccer – 5 years of district championships 
   (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015)

	Ø	Trend Setter Award (Recognizing a team that   
     elevated the level of play and set a new bar  
     for Dock team performance): 
   1986 Girls Field Hockey 

	Ø	Best Championship Performance:
   Female – 2013 Girls Volleyball
   Male – 2003 Boys Soccer

	Ø	Best Moment: 
   2002 Boys Soccer—header by Jesse 
   Gemberling-Johnson ‘04 to win the state championship

	Ø	Outstanding Athlete (by sport):    
   Boys Soccer – Brandon Reichart ‘10
   Girls Soccer – Shea Neal ‘13
   Field Hockey – Jill Bolton ‘17
   Girls Cross Country – Beth Lambright ‘08
   Boys Cross Country – Charlie Frank ‘12
   Golf (Boys) - Kyle Martin ‘12
   Golf (Girls) – Olyvia Longacre ‘16
   Girls Volleyball – Lanae Hunsberger ‘16
   Girls Tennis – Laurelyn Foderaro ‘04

	Ø	Greatest Athletic Achievement after Dock: 
   Jesse Gey ‘04

	Ø	First Team Champions (Fall Sports):

   1st League Title:
    Male: 1970 Boys Soccer
    Female: 1973 Field Hockey

   1st District Title:
    Male: 1996 Boys Soccer
    Female: 1986 Field Hockey

   1st State Title: 
    2002 Boys Soccer

	Ø	Life After Dock Awards 
     (Includes all seasons and sports)

   Jimmy V Award for Perseverance: 
    Chris (Kolb) Balmer ‘77

   Making a Difference Award: 
    Austin and Julie (Histand) Landes ‘01

Visit our Alumni web page at dock.org/alumni 
to see more photos and video from Homecoming 
Weekend and the Dock ESPY Awards, as well as a 
complete list of ESPY nominees.

1 — Emcees for the Dock ESPYs awards show included (l to r) Drew Skinner 
’02, retired faculty member S. Duane Kauffman, and current faculty member 
Tim Swartz ’73. 

2 — Charlie Frank accepts the Outstanding Athlete Award for Boys Cross 
Country.

3 — Dan Balmer accepts the Jimmy V Award for Perseverance on behalf of his 
late wife, Chris (Kolb) Balmer ’77.

4 — The Trend Setter Award, recognizing a team that elevated the level of play 
and set a new standard for Dock team performance, went to the 1986 field 
hockey team, which included (l to r) Becky Mahan (asst. coach), Barb Brown 
(coach), Christy Holland, Trina (Derstine) Stutzman, Jenny (Lapp) Balmer, and 
Lesley (Miller) Downes-Gunshenan.

5 — Austin and Julie Landes ’01, pictured here with daughters Lily (left) and 
Anna, received the Making a Difference Award for their work with Make it Rain 
and now Citihope. Visit the Dock ESPYs page on our web site to see the video!

6 — Dock’s first state championship was captured by the boys soccer 
team in 2002.

7 — Mike Lambright was honored as a former athletic director and 
coach, while daughter Beth ‘08 received the Outstanding Athlete 
Award for Girls Cross Country.10 
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Outstanding Achievement Award
Jennifer Halteman Schrock ‘79
Jennifer divides her working life between two 
roles: she is the Leader of Mennonite Creation 
Care Network and the Communication Manager 
at Merry Lea Environmental Learning Center of 
Goshen College. Much of her work involves 
writing, editing and overseeing websites. This 
includes editing her organization’s quarterly 
newsletter. Other roles Jennifer has held in the 
past include coordinator of public programs at Merry Lea, faculty 
on a team that designed and taught Merry Lea’s Sustainability 
Leadership Semester and editor of the Mennonite Health Journal 
for the Mennonite Medical Association. She has also written 
a variety of Christian education curricula. This includes Every 
Creature Singing: Embracing the Good News for Planet Earth and 
Just Eating: Practicing Your Faith at the Table for adults as well as 
units for children and youth in the Shine, Jubilee and Generation Y 
series.  She received her M.Div from Chicago Theological Seminary 
in 1990. She and her husband, Dan, live in Goshen, IN.

Sanford L. Alderfer ‘70
Sandy served on the Board of Trustees 
and had significant impact on the Dock 
community through many committee and 
volunteer positions. For most of his career, he 
was the owner and CEO of Sanford Alderfer 
Companies—a business begun by his auctioneer 
father which provided an auction house, real 
estate, and transition services. Sandy has and is serving on various 
boards including National Auctioneers Foundation, Pennsylvania 
Auctioneers Association, Harleysville Bank, Montgomery County 
4-H Foundation, Goodville Mutual Insurance Company, Spruce 
Lake Retreat, Indian Creek Foundation, North Penn United Way, 
and Grand View Health Foundation Board. He is a member of the 
Souderton/Telford Rotary.  Sandy was inducted into the Pennsylvania 
Auctioneers Association Hall of Fame in 2016.  Recently, Sandy sold 
the auction house but maintains the commercial and real estate 
side of the business. He and his family are involved with the Salford 
Mennonite congregation and live in Harleysville.

1 — Alumni of the Year for 2017 included (l to r)  
Jennifer Halteman Schrock (‘79), Sanford L. Alderfer (‘70), 
Sarah Weaver Bergin (‘88), Dr. J. Eric Bishop (‘74),
Jessica (Hedrick) Miller (‘07) and Drew Skinner (‘02)

2 — Jennifer Halteman Schrock ’79 accepts her Alumni of 
the Year Award for Outstanding Achievement.

3 — Proud dads will always want to take their son’s 
picture—just ask 94-year-old Sanford Alderfer, who is 
snapping a photo of son and Alumni of the Year winner 
Sanford L. “Sandy” Alderfer ‘70.

4 — It was an emotional night for beloved faculty member 
Dr. J. Eric Bishop ‘74, who received the Distinguished 
Service Award for his extraordinary 37-year Dock 
teaching career. Here Dr. Bishop embraces Dr. Conrad 
Swartzentruber after accepting his fraktur award.

1

We honor Dock alumni for 
their distinguished service and 
outstanding achievements.

12 



Distinguished Service Award
Sarah (Weaver) Bergin ‘88
Sarah is the Executive Director of Care and 
Share Thrift Shoppes, part of the Mennonite 
Central Committee Thrift Shop Network. Since 
2008, she has provided leadership for all six of 
the Shoppes.  Sarah engages with over 1,000 
volunteers and 40 employees who support Care 
& Share’s success.  She maintains the operation 
of the Shoppes on a day-to-day basis in the 
following areas: management and operational support, staffing, 
coaching, communications, and volunteer engagement. At the age 
of 21, she became a foster parent, with her husband Ian, and was 
a stay-at-home Mom for many years.  Sarah and Ian, with their 
children Michael, Madelyn and Isabel, are members of Blooming 
Glen Mennonite church. In 2012, Sarah was part of a group of 
women who joined the male dominated Souderton-Telford Rotary 
Club. Her passion for service remains energized as she serves locally 
and globally.

Dr. J. Eric Bishop ‘74
Eric served as an inspirational and caring teacher 
and mentor at Christopher Dock for 37 years. 
He dedicated his life to serving Christ as a 
stimulating and motivating educator for multiple 
generations of Dock students.  Eric earned his 
B.A. in English Education from Eastern Mennonite 
University and his M.A. in Education with an 
English concentration from Arcadia University.  In 2005, he earned a 
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction with a concentration in English 
Education from Kent State University.  The title of his dissertation 
is The Quiet in the Land: Core-to-Core Culture Confrontation in a 
Democratic English Classroom.  Eric became a Certified Anabaptist 
Educator in 2012.  He taught numerous courses at the college 
and university level, contributed to the success of Dock by serving 
on many committees, and made presentations in many different 
venues throughout his career.  He authored many articles and 
stories in Lamplighter, Christian Living, and Crossroads. Eric also co-
authored an article about Dock’s “Building Community” curriculum 
that was published in Phi Delta Kappan.

Young Alum of the Year Award
Jessica (Hedrick) Miller ‘07
After graduating from Dock, Jessica attended 
Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, 
VA, where she received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary Education and Teaching 
Certification for ages Pre K - 6th grade. After 
college, Jessica taught high school for two 
years in Albania at Lezha Academic Center 
through Virginia Mennonite Missions.  Jessica 
served as the Pastor of Children’s Ministries 
at Souderton Mennonite Church and in May of 2015, she 
was Licensed as a Children’s Pastor. Jessica served as an Early 
Childhood teacher at Dock’s EC-8 campus, as well as Pastoral 
Intern at Perkasie Mennonite Church. Currently, she is enrolled 
full-time at Drew Theological School to earn her Master of 
Divinity degree, as well as part-time associate pastor for Perkasie 
Mennonite Church.

Drew Skinner ‘02
Drew is a graduate of Roberts Wesleyan College 
in Rochester, NY. While student teaching in 
inner-city Rochester, he saw first-hand the 
deep poverty and educational dysfunction 
of urban schools. After graduating, Drew 
sensed a calling to teach in the city. Over the 
course of five years he had a rich experience 
by teaching at two very different Philadelphia 
urban schools: Philadelphia Mennonite High School and Mastery 
Charter High School. After witnessing the profound impact of 
urban Christian schools on inner-city youth, Drew realized he 
wanted to do more to support them. He joined Jubilee (Children’s 
Jubilee Fund) as a volunteer in 2011, eventually growing into the 
role of associate director on July 1, 2013. He has played a crucial 
role in the substantial growth of Jubilee and has completed 
graduate work at Arcadia University and a course in the principles 
of fundraising at Villanova University. He is now the Executive 
Director at Jubilee.

32 4
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Christmas 
Benefit 
ConCert

The EC-Grade 8 Campus held 
its annual Christmas Benefit 
Concert on Friday, December 1, 
at Franconia Mennonite Church. 
All of our vocal and instrumental 
groups participated, including 
3rd Grade Choir, 5th Grade 
Orchestra, Advanced Handbells, 
Jazz Ensemble, Middle School 
Band, Middle School Orchestra, and 
Middle School Choir. We exceeded 
our goal for the concert this year, 
with donations and matching gifts 
totaling $32,052. We are so grateful 
for the generous support of families 
and friends in our community!  

See Dock’s web site for 
a photo gallery from the 
concert

EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS
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EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

DoCk roCks Christmas ParaDe

Dock Mennonite Academy once again participated 
in the Souderton Christmas Parade, with a float 
whose theme was “God’s Indescribable Gift.” Middle 
School Student Council (STUCO) members wore 
Dock sweatshirts specifically created for the parade, 
and walked with the float to hand out bags of candy 
to enthusiastic children and families along the route. 
The bags featured a gift-themed flyer that promoted 
the school as well as a “save the date” reminder for the 
Country Fair and Auction. Thanks to STUCO, Advisor 
Mrs. Claire Wanamaker, and the other teachers, staff 
and students who rode on the float, as well as to Dock 
parent Jim Rittenhouse ‘79, who once again provided 
the horsepower to pull it. We enjoyed seeing so many 
familiar faces as well as lots of new ones along the route!

first graDe 
worD DeteCtives

The “Word Detective” 
recently visited Mrs. 
Gem Miller’s first grade 
classroom. The detective 
gave the children their 
detective kits and badges so 
they could become word 
detectives ready to improve 
their word-solving skills. 
Students looked “closely” at 
tricky words and developed 
fluency and confidence as 
reading detectives.

thirD graDe flour Power

Third grade students recently learned the step-by-step 
process of making and baking bread. They got to sample 
their finished creations later in the day!

15 



EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

BeholD the Power of the king!

KING radio station is in the midst 
of a huge winter storm. The 
power grid is failing all around, 
and highways are closing due 
to dangerous road conditions. 
A bus transporting a children’s 
choir on their Christmas tour is 
stranded by the storm, so the 
choir takes refuge at the radio 
station. The timing of the winter 
storm couldn’t be worse, as the 
station’s power goes off just as 
they are about to broadcast their 
annual Christmas show. Unable 
to play any recorded music due 
to the limitations of the backup 
generator, the radio station staff 
hastily scrambles to put together 
a live radio broadcast telling 
the joyous Good News of the 
Christmas story—with the help 
of the stranded children’s choir! 
Fourth grade students performed 
this musical, The Power of the 
King, on December 12. 

See more photos on the 
Dock web site.

raCe for eDuCation 
is a winner!

The EC-Grade 8 campus enjoyed perfect 
weather for its annual Race for Education 
on October 25. Students from every grade 
level participated and helped raise more 
than $40,000 for the school! A huge 
thank you to all our parents, grandparents, 
family, and friends for joining us for this 
wonderful day—and congratulations to all 
of our medalists!

16 



EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

ms teaChers attenD ConferenCe
Five Dock Middle school teachers attended the Annual 
Conference for Middle Level Education, November 6-8 
in Philadelphia. AMLE was a comprehensive event with 
a wide variety of workshops and lectures on current 
topics. Practical solutions to a wide variety of issues 
pertaining to middle level education were presented 
by experts in different subject areas. Attending from 
Dock were Mrs. Kathy Kennel, Mr., Mike George, Mrs. 
Claire Wanamaker, Mrs. Katie Longacre, and Mrs. 
Hilary Kotecki, along with Assistant Superintendent 
of Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Sharon Fransen. “I 
heard a lot of ideas to use in both my social studies and 
math classes,” said Mrs. Wanamaker. “It was refreshing 
to talk to other middle school teachers, and build better 
friendships with my colleagues.”

“off the griD”: hen to hearth
Last spring there was Pig to Pie, a Middle 
School elective in which students learned how 
to process pork into products such as bacon, 
scrapple, sausage, and lard. This fall, the 
Mennonite Heritage Center co-sponsored “Off 
the Grid” workshop series continued with Spud 
Club and Hen to Hearth. Spud Club students 
harvested potatoes that had been planted last 
spring by Family and Consumer Sciences teacher 
Mrs. Melanie Baker and mulched/watered by 
maintenance staff during the summer. Five pounds 
of seed potatoes yielded 25 lbs. of potatoes! 
Students also husked, cut, and froze sweet 
corn provided by science teacher Mr. Brandon 
Longacre, and learned about local food banks, 
hunger, and about the various ways potatoes are 
eaten around the world. 

On an October Saturday, students met to 
butcher 15 chickens that had been raised by 
Mr. Longacre. The eggs came from Dr. Conrad 
Swartzentruber’s flock and were hatched by Miss 
Mary Slemmer’s class last year. The butchering 
workshop was led by former science teacher Mr. 
Harry Anselmo. Students made chicken corn 
soup using fresh chicken and the frozen corn 
provided by the Spud Club.

17 



fall Pastors’ Day

Pastors’ Day is always a special day on 
both campuses. Pastors, Youth Pastors, 
youth sponsors and leaders join us for 
breakfast, chapel, classroom visits and 
more. Pastors’ Day on the Grades 9-12 
Campus was held on September 13 
and featured student testimonials by 
seniors McKenzie Gordon and Mason 
Zehr as well as a chapel presentation 
by Sarah Thompson, executive 
director of Christian Peacemaker 
Teams. Pastors also visited classrooms 
and enjoyed lunch with students from 
their congregations.

On the EC-Grade 8 Campus, Pastors’ 
Day was held on October 18. Mike 

ALL SCHOOL 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

Ford, associate pastor for youth 
at Blooming Glen Mennonite 
Church, was the featured speaker 
in chapel. Afterward, pastors also 
enjoyed student performances 
of music and bible memory, as 
well as one-on-one time during 
classroom visits. Thank you to all 
of the pastors and youth leaders 
who shared their day with us—
your students truly appreciate the 
time you spend with them!

a PerfeCt fall Day for golf
Dock had a picture-perfect day for 
its Fall Golf Outing on September 
28. In addition to 18 holes at 
Lederach Golf Club, the family-
oriented event featured an outdoor 
BBQ on the club’s patio, games 
and a helicopter candy drop for 
the kids. A special thanks to all of 
the sponsors, golfers, families and 
friends who joined us for a great 
day of fellowship and fun in support 
of financial scholarships for our 
students! 

Sanford Alderfer, 
a longtime friend 
of the school, was 

presented with 
a birthday card 
that featured his 
favorite candy.

18 



DoCk raises $2,000 
for sister sChool 
in Puerto riCo

Dock’s Middle School Student Council and Grades 
9-12 Student Senate held a fall fundraiser in 
conjunction with Mennonite Disaster Service to 
support our sister school in Puerto Rico, Academia 
Menonita Betania, which was heavily damaged by 
Hurricane Maria on September 20. Donations were 
collected in a variety of ways, including an offering in 
chapel which featured MDS Executive Director Kevin 
King as speaker. Students raised more than $2,000 to 
help the school rebuild and recover from the storm, 
and plans are already in the works to collect more 
money and supplies in the spring.

DoCk Cooks! 

On December 6, in Dock’s Family and Consumer Sciences 
lab, the humble grilled cheese became something much, 
much more, as 13 teams of student chefs competed in the 
annual Dock Cooks! culinary competition, adding creative 
twists and flavors to elevate this sandwich to heavenly levels. 
Congratulations to this year’s winning chefs, all seniors (l to 
r): Jamie Kolb and Rachel Shreiner, 2nd place, Bacon Cheese 
Toastie; Lindsey Bernd and McKenzie Gordon, 3rd place, 
French Dip Grilled Cheese; Melea Ruth and Abbie Woods (not 
pictured), 1st place, Chipotle Chicken Grilled Cheese. 

Feast your eyes on all the Dock Cooks! action on our 
web site.

Grades 9 to 12 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

giving BlooD, saving lives

Dock hosted a blood drive on November 7, and every 
appointment slot was filled. We surpassed our goal of 25 
pints by collecting 35. Thanks to everyone who donated 
and volunteered!

A Great Gift Idea
The 2017 Dock 
Touring Choir CDs 
make the perfect gift 
for any occasion! Pick 
yours up at Detweiler 
House during regular 
office hours (7:30 a.m. 
- 3:30 p.m.) for just 
$10.
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serviCe keePs nhs Busy

Dock members of the National Honor Society had a busy December. In addition 
to decorating and caroling for the residents of Dock Woods Community next 
door, they also collected money for the Salvation Army at ShopRite on Saturdays, 
and helped the school’s Student Senate with a fundraiser for the Casa Sanctuary 
orphanage in Romania. Thanks to NHS members and faculty advisor Mrs. Gail 
Anderson for their service!

Grades 9 to 12 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

stuDent reCeives 
serviCe awarD
Eight recipients of the Indian Valley 
Chamber of Commerce Student 
Community Service Award were 
honored at a membership luncheon 
on December 13 at Indian Valley 
Country Club in Telford. Dock 
sophomore Delaney Frankenfield 
was among the students honored 
for her outstanding contributions 
through significant community service. 
Delaney was joined at the luncheon 
by Superintendent Dr. Conrad 
Swartzentruber (pictured, right) and 
Director of Advancement Robert 
Rutt. To qualify for this recognition, 
Delaney had to demonstrate leadership 
by establishing a new project or 
enhancing an existing project which 
benefits the community, and embody 
the Chamber’s six pillars of character: 
trustworthiness, responsibility, respect, 
fairness, caring and citizenship. 
Congratulations Delaney!

stuDent mentor reCeives awarD
The Indian 
Valley Chamber 
of Commerce 
hosted a 
luncheon 
October 17 
to recognize 
business 
mentors of the 
community who 
give of their 
time to help 
students explore 
career ideas, 
develop career 
goals and grow 
personally. One 
of the mentors 
honored was Mr. Mateen Afzal of PDC Machines in Warminster, PA, one of 
the world’s leading manufacturers of diaphragm compressors used in hydrogen 
fuel cells and other forms of renewable energy. Mr. Afzal was nominated for the 
award by Dock junior Zach Whitehair; Mr. Afzal and PDC invested over 200 
hours in mentoring Zach last summer.

On hand for the awards luncheon were (l to r) Dock Grades 9-12 
Principal mr. martin wiens, mateen afzal of PDC Machines, Zach 

whitehair, and PDC Machines founder syed afzal. 

20 



Drone Pilots for a Day

Junior English Skills students were visited by Mr. Mike Landis, parent 
of Alexis Landis ‘19 on October 6. Mr. Landis was invited to the class 
after a student read and shared research on drones and their current 
role in the 21st century. Four different types and sizes of drones were 
brought to the Detweiler House lawn for educational information 
and hands-on personal experiences of flying the drones. 
Above: Professional photographer and licensed drone pilot Mike 
Landis (left) provides 
instruction to Jacob 
Gordon ‘19 as he 
takes a drone for a 
test spin above the 
Detweiler House 
lawn. Drone footage 
captured by Landis has 
been used in several 
Dock video projects.

Grades 9 to 12 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

alum teaChes stuDents aBout insuranCe
Why do people purchase insurance? What impacts the price of premiums? Chad 
Yoder ‘90, of Franconia Insurance and Financial Services, answered these and other 
questions for Mr. Zach Bower’s Personal Finance class. Chad had students participate 
in an exercise about how risk pools impact the cost of premiums and used a variety of 
visual aids, real-life examples, and video clips to help students engage with the topic. 
Mr. Bower invited other guest speakers—including members of Dock administration, 
staff and faculty—to share their perspectives on money. Speakers answered questions 
about the most and least satisfying purchases they had ever made, healthy budgeting 
tips, and how faith influences finances. 

stuDents make 
“little Dresses 
for afriCa”

Students in Mrs. Lambright’s Fabrics and 
Fashions II class sent small, “pillow case” 
dresses to the service organization “Little 
Dresses for Africa” as part of their service 
unit. Students reported having fun making 
the dresses and “feeling good about giving 
something practical to the girls who will 
wear them.” Pictured (l to r): Julia Rolley, 
Alan Huang, and Abbie Woods
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alumni notes
2011
Kristen Kauffman ‘11 and Nate Weaver 
(‘08) were married in May 2017 in 
Lancaster. They reside in Green Lane, PA.

2012
Wes 
Strickland 
and Olvia 
Bradford 
were 
married 
September 
30 in an 
outdoor 
ceremony 
at The 
Loft at Sweet Water Country Club. Three 
of the groomsmen were class of 2012 
classmates—Samuel Wilkins, Tyler 
Hoover, and Troy Halteman—while 
Seth Strickland ‘14 served his brother as 
best man. Both Wes (physician assistant-
surgery) and Olivia (medical-surgical 
oncology nurse) work at Grand View 
Health at Grand View Hospital.

Alexis Feliciano is now working for The 
Walt Disney Co. at the Disney World 
resort in Florida, reports Dock faculty 
member Mr. Dana Gehman, who 
happened to run into Alexis during a 
family vacation last summer. “Mrs. (Joan) 
Grega had told me ahead of time that 
Alexis had recently moved down there 
and started working for Disney,” says Mr. 
Gehman. “It just so happened that we 
had dinner reservations in the restaurant 
where she was working.” It really is a 
small world, after all!

ALUMNI 
NOTES Class of 1957—Warren L. Grasse, 77, died on Tuesday, October 3, 2017 at 

Jefferson Health Hospice at Warminster. He was the loving husband of Linda 
(Alderfer) Grasse for 52 years. Warren was born in Quakertown to the late 
Anthony Grasse and the late Lillian (Landis) Grasse.
   He graduated from Dock and from Eastern Mennonite College in Harrisonburg, 
VA, class of 1967, with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. Warren 
served in alternate service with Mennonite Central Committee’s PAX Program 
in Germany, Morocco, Liberia, and Indonesia. He and Linda also served as 

Country Directors for Mennonite Central Committee in Nigeria.
   Upon his return, Warren began a career in geriatrics and eventually became CEO of 
Rockhill Mennonite Community in Sellersville, until he retired in March 1998. After retiring, 
he provided consulting services for a number of retirement communities, and served on the 
Board of Directors for Frederick Mennonite Home.
   Warren was an active member of Indian Valley Faith Fellowship in Harleysville where 
he formerly served as an elder, congregational chair, adult Sunday School teacher, nursery 
worker, and as a volunteer administrative assistant to the pastor.

Class of 1964—Floyd Dale Martin died on August 27, 2014. He was 69. 
Floyd graduated from Goshen College, Class of 1968, and then obtained a 
Master’s Degree from Temple University in Philadelphia. He was a middle 
school teacher in the Allentown School District for 35 years. He also was 
a substitute teacher in the Upper Perkiomen School District. Floyd was a 
member of Perkasie Mennonite Church, where he served as a Sunday School 
teacher and song leader.

Class of 1964—Kay Eby Moore died on September 30, 2017. She was 70. 
Upon graduation from Dock, Kay traveled to Holland for a year with the 
Mennonite Central Committee in a cultural exchange program that sparked 
her passion for traveling. In the early 1970’s Kay began a long career with 
Wyeth Pharmaceuticals as a copywriter. She rapidly worked her way up to 
the position of Vice President of Public Affairs, and was involved in issues 
involving women’s healthcare. She retired in 2011. In 2014, she hosted the 
Class of 1964’s 50th reunion at her beach home in Avalon, NJ.

Class of 1970—Dawn Ruth Nelson died on Monday, August 21, 2017. She 
was the wife of Paul J. Nelson. Born April 13, 1952 in Sellersville, she was 
the daughter of John and Roma (Jacobs) Ruth. Dawn was a Mennonite pastor, 
spiritual director, and author. She was part of the first Mennonite peace 
witness in Ireland from 1979-1991 and then worked as a chaplain at Indian 
Creek Foundation for seven years, trying to bring marginalized people more 
into the center of the church. Following that she served for 11 years as the first 
woman pastor of Methacton Mennonite Church.

Class of 1970—Rose (Moyer) Bergey died on 
September 30, 2017. She was 65. After graduating 
from Dock, she attended Eastern Mennonite 
University and Regent University, where she 
earned a Master’s Degree in education. She taught 
at Mount Pleasant Christian School in Chesapeake, 
VA, for 36 years. She also was co-owner of Bergey’s 
Breadbasket, a bakery/deli/ice cream store formerly 
known as Bergey’s Dairy. In the early 2000s, Rose and her family went to Puerto Rico on a 
missions trip, where they landscaped, cleaned, remodeled and taught at Betania Mennonite 
Academy. That school was heavily damaged by Hurricane Maria, and the family asks that 

donations in Rose’s memory be made to the Academy. Photo above: Rose 
Bergey (center) is surrounded by her family, including (l to r) sons James and 
Phil, husband Harold, daughter Sara Joy Clemmer and son Jesse.

Class of 2016—Chandler Kilson died in a car accident on August 23, 2017. 
Funeral services were held on August 31 at Spirit and Truth Fellowship in 
Philadelphia. 

In memoriam

Your classmates want to 
hear from you! 

Send us your news and photos 
related to births, deaths, marriages, 
job changes, achievements, etc. to 

advancementoffice@dock.org 
Change of address? Email us your update. 
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The Class of 1957 held their 60th reunion during Homecoming Weekend 2017. Twelve 
of the 29 graduating members of the class gathered at Dock Mennonite Academy 
Saturday evening, Oct.7, 2017 to socialize and reminisce on our high school days, 
and to update each other on events from the past 60 post-high school years. We 
represented Dock’s second graduating class, and were joined by two charter members 
of the faculty, Pearl Schrack and Janet Martin. See a full Class of ’57 reunion report in 
the Alumni section of the Dock web site.
Seated, l to r: Louise Derstine Alderfer, Beryl Martin, Class Advisor Pearl Schrack, 
Faculty Member Janet Martin, Doris Landis Alderfer, Grace Meyers Anders, Glenn 
Frederick. Standing, l to r: Elmer Brunk, Jim Derstine, Sam Lapp, Glenn Freed, Jake 
Rittenhouse, Carrie (Noble) Duckett, Marvin Anders

ALUMNI 
NOTES

The Class of 1962 held their 55th reunion recently, attended by these classmates: 
Front row, l to r: Sara Lapp Kolb, Esther Stoltzfus Rittenhouse, Nancy Mininger 
Landes, Rhoda Alderfer Kauffman, Ruth Ann Hackman Kulp, Gladys Derstine Kolb, 
Judith Schmell Gerber. Back row, l to r: Jim Halteman, Noah Kolb, Lorraine Alderfer, 
Bob Chittick, Herb Myers, Lucille Clemmer Gahman, Mary Lou Weaver Houser, 
Sylvia Moyer Derstine, Phil Moyer

A few members of the Class of 1963 
met for breakfast at the Family Heritage 
during Homecoming Weekend, an 
impromptu “mini-reunion” organized 
by Jim Bishop. Pictured (l to r) are Abe 
Moyer, Jim Bishop, class advisor Pearl 
Schrack, Ralph Leatherman, and Larry 
Godshall. Missing from the photo was 
David Myers, who had to leave before 
it was taken. “We had a great two hours 
together over breakfast,” says Bishop. 
“No agenda, just lots of reminiscing 
and catching up and looking at photos, 
articles and other memorabilia.”

Class of 1967 50th reunion
K. Leon Moyer reports that the Class 
of 1967 held its 50th class reunion 
on October 7 at the Rising Sun Inn in 
Telford, with 42 classmates out of 67 
attending. See more on dock.org/alumni

Class of 1972
The Class of 1972 held its 45th class 
reunion on campus during Homecoming 
Weekend 2017 (left). Seated, l to r: Peggy 
Souder, Betty Derstine Kerr, Carol Moyer 
Leatherman, Deb Rush Kratz, Susan Bergey, 
Susan Brenneman, Lois Landes Boaman. 
Standing, l to r: Loren Parmer, Glenn 
Hunsberger, Don Zook, Steve Nyce, Ethan 
Good, Daryl Derstine, Steve Frederick

REUNIONS
Class of 1957

Class of 1962

Class of ’63 holds “mini-reunion”

23 



Christmas at Dock is not only a time 
for gifts or a break from school, 

although both bring much excitement. 
At its core, Christmas is a time to 
remember and celebrate the birth of 
Christ. Jesus is the inspiration for and 
the center of this Christmas season. 
The gift of Jesus continues to transform 
our lives.
 In the summer Lamplighter, 
I reviewed Dock’s new mission 
statement and the rationale for the 
words and phrases. A key word that 
frames our mission statement is Christ-
centered. This year, our faculty and 
board are reading Palmer Becker’s 
book Anabaptist Essentials: Ten 
Signs of a Unique Christian Faith 
that describes three foundational 
understandings of following Jesus:

1. Jesus is the center of our faith
2. Community is the center of 

our life
3. Reconciliation is the center of 

our work
 Christ as the center of our faith 
significantly impacts the educational 
philosophy and theological perspective 
of Dock. Jesus is the one we follow 
and strive to emulate. How we treat 
others is shaped by this perspective. 
We read the Bible through the lens of 
Christ. Each decision we make, about 
our daily actions or our future path, is 
impacted by this focus.

Each 10th grade Bible student plans 
and conducts a 12-hour independent 
service project. A special committee 
is meeting to plan our annual, school-
wide service project. Last year, the 
EC-8 cafeteria filled as Dock families 
gathered to pack Mennonite Central 
Committee relief kits to help refugees 
and people who had lost homes during 
natural disasters. Both our high school 
and middle school student senates have 
planned events and activities to raise 
funds for a sister Mennonite Schools 
Council school in Betania, Puerto 
Rico, that was heavily damaged during 
Hurricane Maria. Other examples are 
included in this issue of Lamplighter, 
including our Alumni of the Year 
recipient stories. While doing service 
is important, students also consider 
why service is important throughout 
their years at Dock, beginning in Early 
Childhood.
 Jesus is the center of our faith. This 
statement frames our theology and 
approach to education. It provides a 
foundation for our school that allows 
us to be welcoming to students from 
varied backgrounds, discovering 
together the personal impact of having 
Jesus at the center of our faith.

In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:5

1000 Forty Foot Road 
Lansdale, PA 19446 

215.362.2675

www.dock.org

 In a time of significant polarization 
in our country and churches, Jesus 
offers an alternative perspective. A 
Christ-centered approach respects 
each person and provides a safe place 
for all to gather around the table in 
community. Christ-centered is neither 
conservative or liberal, Democrat or 
Republican, traditional or progressive. 
Christ-centered is a focus on the way 
Jesus wants us to live. It invites us 
to salvation and challenges us to an 
authentic way of living each day as his 
followers. 
 Our school verse this year, 
Philippians 2:5, comes from a passage 
that describes how Jesus modeled a life 
of service and thinking of others. As 
we design our curriculum and student 
experiences at Dock, service is a key 
component, as noted in our graduate 
profile. This month, a Dock student 
received an Indian Valley Chamber of 
Commerce community service award. 

Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber
A Christ-centered perspective 

SUPErINTENDENT’S
MESSAGE

Jesus is the center 
of our faith.

Jesus is the center 
of our faith.

Dock Mennonite Academy inspires and equips 
each student to serve with a global perspective 

by integrating faith, academic excellence 
and life-enriching opportunities in a 

Christ-centered community.


