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Photo top: Laura Bergey 
and Miguel Santiago cheer 
on residents of Elm Terrace 
Gardens in Lansdale as they 
participate in a little indoor 
bowling competition.

Photo middle: Chase 
Gambol heaves some 
cardboard into the 
compactor at MCC’s 
Material Resource Center 
in Harleysville. 

Photo left: Ms. Valerie 
Metzler, Marshall Leaman 
and Jess Schmidt get 
to work at Care & Share 
Thrift Shoppes.

Service 
Minded

Service Day is another 
opportunity for Dock Mennonite 
Academy to put hands and feet 
to its commitment to service.

Dock Mennonite Academy’s Graduate Profile states 
that a graduate of our schools will be one who models 
servanthood. On Friday, September 30, each and every 
Dock student and faculty member helped bring that profile 
to life.

The Dock community logged more than 2,250 hours of 
service during Service Day. Students stacked firewood, 
organized clothing and merchandise donations, visited 
elderly shut-ins, harvested produce, painted, weeded, 
raked, cleaned, moved mulch, and much, much more.

Students helped out at more than 20 local agencies, 
including: Camp Men-O-Lan

Care and Share Thrift Shoppes
Easter Seals
Elm Terrace Gardens
Germantown Mennonite Historic Trust
Harleysville YMCA/Early Childhood Center
Impact Thrift Stores
Indian Valley YMCA
KMRD Partners, Inc.
Lansdale YMCA
Liberty Thrift & Home Furnishings
Living Hope Farm
Manna on Main Street
MCC Material Resource Center
Meadowood Retirement Community
Mennonite Heritage Center
Mitzvah Circle Foundation
North Penn Valley Boys & Girls Club
North Care Women’s Clinic
Rockhill Mennonite Community
Salford Mennonite Child Care
Dock Woods Community
St. Mary Manor
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(l to r) Jonathan Anderson, Brian Anderson, Ian 
Anderson, and Carrson Danishanko have fun 
sorting toys at Care & Share.

Micah Souder (center) and others join in the 
Bingo fun at Rockhill Mennonite Community.

Caesar Kang exercises his artistic talent to bring 
beauty to the windows at Easter Seals.

Nolan Bolton helps out at the Indian Valley YMCA 
in Harleysville.

Irina Althouse (right) and Brynn Ramsay price 
some classic vinyl in the Care & Share book shop.

Yulan Guo helps make the windows a bit brighter 
for the children at Easter Seals in Kulpsville.

Dock students (l to r) Abbie Woods, Jaci Halteman, 
and Darius Ellis lend a hand at the Mennonite 
Heritage Center, preparing for the annual Apple 
Butter Frolic. 

Faculty members Marcelo Mast (far left) and 
Kellena Smith (far right) accompanied a big group 
of students to Living Hope Farm in Harleysville.

Cleaning up at the Lansdale YMCA are (l to r) 
Micah Zehr, Athletic Director Assistant Palmer Trolli, 
Christian Mirarchi, Harrison Moyer, and Jesse Mong.

Jesse Mong and William Xu helped move large 
quantities of mulch at the Lansdale YMCA.

Dock students help prepare for the Mennonite 
Heritage Center’s annual Apple Butter Frolic.

Elizabeth Longacre (left) and Olivia Messina sort 
diapers and other baby products at North Care 
Women’s Clinic in Lansdale, (formerly the 
Pregnancy Resource Clinic of North Penn).

Doing some major landscaping and yard work at 
North Care Women’s Clinic in Lansdale were 
(l to r) Connor Derstine, Austin Kratz, 
Macy Balmer, and Shaina Freeman.

The North Penn Valley Boys & Girls Club in Lansdale 
was clean as a whistle thanks in part to (l to r) 
Mason Haas, Nick Smith, Brianna Stoner, Cailey 
Ridge, and McKenzie Gordon.

Grace Levengood fills rice bags that will be given to 
clients at Manna on Main Street in Lansdale.

Making a mark with their service (and on the 
whiteboard) at Manna on Main Street were (l to r) 
Alex Martin, Gintare Tamulyte, Grace Levengood, 
Rebecca Brown, and Sophea Zaskoda.

Faculty member Preston Bush (rear) supervised 
a group that helped Manna on Main Street get 
situated in their new location near the Lansdale 
YMCA on East Main Street in Lansdale.

Mrs. Lambright and her hard-working crew helped 
out at Mennonite Central Committee’s Material 
Resource Center.

Service Day
Photo Gallery 
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Homecoming 2016 was a weekend to remember, 
from student and alumni performances at the 
Coffeehouse on Friday night, to the Disc Golf Open, 
Dockers Camp, Instrumental Serenade, reunions and 
reception on Saturday.

With a theme of Celebrating the Gift of Music, the 
Homecoming “crescendo” came Saturday night, with 
Dock’s Fall Concert, Alumni of the Year presentations, 
and the Touring Choir Reunion Concert. It was a 
Homecoming Weekend for the ages!

Homecoming 2016 hit plenty 
of high notes, including a 
Touring Choir Reunion concert, 
Instrumental Serenade, Fall 
Concert and Coffeehouse, and 
Alumni of the Year Awards. 
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1 & 2—More than 100 Touring Choir 
members from seven decades gathered 
Saturday afternoon to rehearse for the 
Touring Choir Reunion Concert

3—Rachel Derstine (’03) accepts her 
Young Alum of the Year Award 

4—Homecoming Weekend 2016 came to 
a musical crescendo on Saturday evening 
with the 100-voice Touring Choir Reunion 
concert, featuring soloist Andy Richter 
(’08, center)

Instrumental Serenade 
5—Arlene Steffen (’81) and 
    Bradley Swope (’81), piano
6—Angela Leidig (’92), violin, and
    Beverly Lapp (’87), piano

7—Justin Yoder (’09), cello
8—Chelsea Wimmer (’09), viola

During Saturday evening’s Concert, Dock 
Mennonite Academy Board of Trustees co-
chairmen Warren Tyson and Mark Bergey 
honored three outgoing board members for 
their service: 9—Dr. Sharon Fransen; 
10—John Duerksen; and 11—Katie Longacre

Current students and alumni participated 
in Friday evening’s coffeehouse, 
including 12—Sarah Thalathoti and Megan 
Swintosky; 13—Ashley Mellinger and Matt 
Lacek; 14—Mindy Marinko and Haley 
Mong;  15—Sarah Thalathoti and Sarah 
Bergstresser; 16—Elk Embassy, featuring 
Class of 2014 alumni Ethan Neal, Derek 
Reeser, and John Bergstresser
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Outstanding Achievement Award
Angela Leidig ‘92

Angela has been playing violin since she was five, 

and has been teaching the Suzuki method for more 

than 30 years. She has taught in her own studio, 

in performing arts centers as well as the Longy 

School of Music in Cambridge, MA, and the New 

England Conservatory. She has a B.A. in Music from 

Roanoke College, a Masters in Music from Boston 

University, and has done doctoral work in violin 

performance at the University of Colorado. She 

now gives private lessons in the Boston area.

Henry Rosenberger ‘63

Henry founded Rosenberger Cold Storage and 

Transport in 1972 after graduating from Eastern 

Mennonite University with a B.A. in Business 

Administration. He started Rosenberger Ice 

Company in 1980, and led Rosenberger Cold 

Storage until it was sold in 1998. In the 1990’s, he 

purchased 500 acres of farmland in Blooming 

Glen, Bucks County, and has preserved most of 

the land permanently as open space. Another 84 

acres of Tussock Sedge Farm are part of a Forest 

Stewardship Program.

Distinguished Service Award
Marilyn Nafziger Macquarrie ‘69

No one knows the heart and soul of wounded warriors 

like Marilyn. She spent her entire professional career 

within the Veteran’s Administration working as a 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker in mental health, 

journeying alongside wounded soldiers who carry 

the visible and invisible wounds of war. Most of her 

work was in the area of trauma, both combat trauma 

and sexual trauma of soldiers. Marilyn continues to 

hold true to her Mennonite faith and pacifist beliefs 

while helping hundreds of wounded warriors and 

their families begin their journey of healing from the 

wounds of war.

John Metzler ‘67

John has directed outreach programming for the 

Michigan State University African Studies Center 

since 1987. In this capacity he has worked with K-16 

educators in Michigan, throughout the Midwest, and 

nationally on effectively integrating African humanities 

and social sciences into their curricula. Issues of 

peace, justice, human rights, and socio-economic 

development are central in these endeavors. Since 

1993 John has also led a six-credit summer study 

abroad program in Southern Africa, intentionally 

addressing issues of peace, justice, and human rights, 

and engaging students in service-learning projects. 

John earned his doctorate in Educational Policy 

Studies and African Studies from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison.

Above: Alumni of the Year for 2016 included 
(l to r) Henry Rosenberger (’63), Angela Leidig (’92), 
Marilyn Nafziger Macquarrie (’69), John Metzler (’67), 
Rachel Derstine (’03) and Cameron Rutt (’04)
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Young Alum of the Year Award
Rachel Derstine ‘03

Rachel has spent four years working in Vietnam and 

Myanmar (Burma) with Mennonite Central Committee 

(MCC). She is a graduate of Goshen College and 

recently completed her Master’s degree in Public 

Policy and International Social Welfare at Columbia 

University. Rachel has done significant work with 

marginalized populations, including immigrants 

and refugees, people living in poverty, women and 

youth. She currently lives in Washington, D.C. and 

serves at the National Democratic Institute, working 

in partnership with local organizations to advance 

human rights, promote the political inclusion of 

marginalized groups, and to further the principles of 

democracy in Cambodia and Thailand. 

Cameron Rutt ‘04

After receiving a degree in biology from Messiah 

College in 2008, Cameron has conducted 

ornithological research for a variety of universities 

and non-profit organizations, including counting 

migrating hawks and songbirds in New York, New 

Jersey, and Minnesota; sampling birds for malaria 

in Barbados; studying breeding shorebirds on the 

Alaskan tundra; translocating an endangered bird 

species from one remote Hawaiian island to another; 

and studying penguins in Antarctica. He is currently 

in a Ph.D. program in Conservation Biology through 

Louisiana State University conducting field research 

in Brazil. There he will continue to investigate 

and document the impact of Amazon Rainforest 

deforestation on forest-dependent birds. 

13—Cameron Rutt (’04, right) greets retired Dock faculty member 
Roland Yoder (center) and retired Penn View faculty member 
Harry Anselmo (left) at the Alumni of the Year reception 

14—Catching up at the Alumni reception were Class of 1981 
classmates Arlene Steffen (left) and Beth (Moyer) Yoder

15—Dock’s Food Services department outdid themselves with a 
fantastic buffet of great food at the Alumni Reception

16—Enjoying the Alumni reception were (l to r) Anna Martin (’14), 
Katie (Martin) Brubaker (‘11), and Alyssa Alderfer (’11)

17—Enjoying the Dock boys soccer game during Homecoming 
Weekend were (l to r) Elle Mae Bergey, Rachel Shreiner, 
Mikayla Frederick, and Lindsey Bernd13

14

15

16
17

9 



Dock’s third annual Disc Golf Open 
was held in the invigorating morning 
air on Saturday at the Sellersville Disc 
Golf Course. 21—More than a dozen 
players—current students and alumni—
participated, including 
18—Derek Godshall (’12), who proved 
that even disc golfers have trouble 
with water hazards now and then. 
19—Noel Santiago and son Miguel 
(’20) and 20—Nathaniel Freed (’10).

More than 80 K-6th grade children 
enjoyed an afternoon of Dockers 
Camp workshops, most led by current 
Dock students and alumni. Workshops 
included science, robotics, art, culinary 
art, rec games, soccer, and even 
Mandarin Chinese!

18 19

20

21
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for 
you!

Dock Theater’s production of this comedy 
“whodunit” had us laughing all the way!

The plot of Dock Theater’s fall musical, Curtains, 
may have been crime-solving, but the production 
was a celebration of musical theater as an art 
form. Detective Cioffi (Levi Longacre) may have 
solved the mystery, but he also reminded the 
troupe of actors that “putting on a musical has got 
to be the most fulfilling thing a person could ever 
hope to do.” With this group, at this moment in 
time, I’d have to agree! 
                  ~ Karen Johnston, Director

The Cast
Haley Mong

GEORGIA HENDRICKS, Lyricist

Danica Moyer
CARMEN BERNSTEIN, Producer

Levi Longacre
LIEUTENANT CIOFFI, Detective

Natalie Frank
NIKI HARRIS, Ingenue

Kenny Graham
AARON FOX, Songwriter

Tim Kennel
SIDNEY BERNSTEIN, The Money

Isaac Longacre
CHRISTOPHER BELLING, Director

Olivia Messina
BAMBI BERNET, Dancer

Christopher Keach
DARYL GRADY, Critic

Laura Olsen
JOHNNY HARMON, Stage Manager

Duncan MacIntyre
OSCAR SHAPIRO, More Money

Miguel Santiago
BOBBY PEPPER, Choreographer

Mindy Marinko
JESSICA CRANSHAW, Star
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Chorus
Liam Gingerich Madelyn Bergin Andrew Winner 
Jessica Blaney Christopher Keach Mindy Marinko 
Emily Bennett Calvin Derstein Ben Graham 
Alexa Kennel Carlie Cocco Elizabeth Davidar 
Abigail Delp Carissa Derstine Bryanna Dix 
Hannah Hackman Heidi Hackman Hannah Landis
Kate Landis Mikayla Martin Emma Robb 
Katie Trapp Olivia Celenza

Musicians
Trisha Kolodziejski, Reed 1 (Piccolo, Flute, Clarinet & Alto Sax)
Matt Matekovic, Reed 2 (Oboe, English Horn, Tenor Sax)
Lois Russo, Reed 3 (Clarinet, Soprano Sax, Alto Sax)
Brian Stahl, Reed 4 (Bari Sax, Bassoon, Bass Clarinet)
Steve Straka, Trumpet   Shelley Berg, Horn
Justin Yoder, Cello    Alan Schugart, Trombone
Paul Bennett, Piano  Dave Ramage, Keyboard
Cindy Reese, Drums

Production Staff
Karen Johnston, Director 
Emily Grimes, Music Director 
Ed Robins, Technical Director, Set Designer, Set Construction 
Breanna Yates, Ed Robins, Choreographers
Pattie Guttenplan, Emily Rittenhouse, Producers
Emma Hinnerschitz, Artistic Designer 
Courtney Sadler, Stage Manager 
Su MacIntyre, Pattie Guttenplan, Costumes 
Grace Levengood, Emily Bennett, Dance Captains 

Stage Crew
Aya Berry  Seth Cardy  Dale Carson 
Joshua Farmer  Lizzy Fang  Jake Gordon 
Matt Lacek  Rachel McMichael  Ashley Mellinger 
Evan Mong  Jesse Mong 

Lights/Sound/Video
Ian Anderson        Jackson Bell             Sydney Cardy 
Jackie Jiang           Duncan MacIntyre  Samuel Thompson

Set Construction & Painting
Emma Hinnerschitz Ashley Mellinger Abbey Roberts 
Matt Lacek Alexa Kennel  Liz Choi                       
Danica Moyer  Lizzy Fang Dale Carson 
Seth Cardy Jesse Mong  Evan Mong                  
Jake Gordon  Courtney Sadler Aya Berry 
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CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

Christmas benefit 
ConCert

Our EC-Grade 8 musicians and 
singers performed beautifully at 
Dock’s Christmas Benefit Concert, 
held at Franconia Mennonite Church. 
A sincere thank you to all those who 
came out to generously support our 
students; donations for the evening 
totaled over $35,000!

DoCk helps 
bring Christmas 
to souDerton

A special thanks to our 
teachers, parents, students, 
Dock cheerleaders and staff 
for making our Souderton 
Christmas Parade float a “JOY” 
to be part of! A big shout-out to 
Jim Rittenhouse (’79) who has 
been pulling our float with his 
John Deere tractor for the past 
six years!

stuDents partiCipate in 
hour of CoDe

Classes on both campuses participated in the Hour of Code, a 
global movement to create interest among students in computer 
programming. The world is in the digital age, and the importance of 
coding is growing every day. “Knowing how to write and use code 
has the potential to open up opportunities for our students,” said math 
teacher Dana Gehman (below, left). In a video introducing students to 
coding, a student said that “not learning how to [code] would be like 
not learning how to read.”
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CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

DaniCa moyer 
reCognizeD by 
upper perk 
business leaDers

Congratulations to Dock senior 
Danica Moyer, who was 
selected Girl of the Month by 
the Upper Perkiomen Business 
and Professional Women’s Club. 
Danica has a 4.16 grade point 
average, has been a National 
Honor Society member for two 
years, and has been active in 
three choirs, achieving District 
Regional and All-State Choir 
recognition. She is also active in 
Dock Theater and the school’s 
online newspaper, DockuNet.

eC-graDe 8 shares 
thanksgiving lunCh

What is risk and how do we manage it? Chad Yoder (‘90) of Franconia 
Insurance & Financial Services spent a recent morning teaching back-to-
back Personal Finance classes about the importance of understanding and 
managing personal risk. Topics discussed included the fundamentals of 
insurance, including the transfer of risk; risk factors that affect insurance 
premiums; the effect that insurance fraud has on us all; teen driving issues, 
including the use of mobile devices. Chad also shared a personal testimony 

from a 
collision he 
experienced 
last October. 
Thanks to 
Chad and FIFS 
for investing 
their time in 
our students.

We are thankful for the vibrant community we enjoy at both campuses, and 
the Thanksgiving lunch at the EC-Grade 8 campus was a great example. 
A special thank you to Food Services Director Bill Lorah and his team for 
serving over 700 Thanksgiving lunches to students, teachers, staff, families 
and friends!

Chris and Katie Aguirre and their son Caden enjoy Thanksgiving lunch 
together on the EC-Grade 8 campus.

stuDents learn about risk
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CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

lisa hunsberger 
enDs a 

19-year run

The Dock community bid a fond 
farewell to long-time Dock Fitness 
Center employee Lisa Hunsberger 
in November. Lisa had worked the 
desk at Dock Fitness for 19 years 
(11/7/1997-11/11/2016). She was 
a constant companion, friend, 
listening ear and shoulder to cry 
on for everyone who worked 
out there. You are one of a kind, 
Lisa—and we will miss you!

8th graDe visit Day

It was great to have the 8th grade class from our EC-Grade 8 campus visit 
for the day in early December. The day included a chapel on stewardship, 
workshops in art, robotics and more, and, of course, lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you in the fall of 2017!

DoCk stuDents holD Class 
on the farm

Ms. Valerie Metzler (’08) had her AP Environmental Science class visit the 
farm of Martha Allebach (grandmother of senior Dylan Derstine) as a way 
to wrap up a unit on agriculture and soil conservation. Martha showed the 
students terraces that were installed more than 30 years ago, which have 
helped to maintain the topsoil and slow down water erosion on her land. 
Students also learned about her small hog farm, which includes about 10 
sows (female mother pigs) and 1 boar (male) and their piglets. Students 
enjoyed seeing the land and animals up close and learning more about the 
farming lifestyle from a faith perspective.

16 



In a recent chapel, 
students at the 
Grades 9-12 
campus shared 
about their spiritual 
goals for the 2016-17 school year. Thanks to Camryn 
McCloskey, Maddie Bergman, Miz Nyagwegwe, and 
Dylan Derstine (pictured above) for their willingness 
to share candidly with their peers. Videos of each 
student are available in the “Chapel 2016-17” playlist 
on Dock’s YouTube channel.

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

DoCk launChes Culture Club

Dock has started a “Culture Club” on campus, made up 
of five American students and five international students. 
The club has been meeting once a week over lunch, 
getting acquainted and learning how to support one 
another. Activities on a fall weekend included pumpkin 
carving and a corn maze. Stay tuned for more information 
as this group expands!

turkey bowl: 
Juniors for the win!

It was a picture-perfect afternoon for our annual flag 
football showdown between the juniors and seniors. 
This year’s contest was a “white-out,” as the class of 
2018 (below) beat the Class of 2017 by a 35-14 score. 
The Class of 2019 will have their hands full next year!

stuDents 
refleCt on 
spiritual 
goals
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CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

a poet is born?

One of the academic highlights 
of the school year’s first quarter 
is to read the works of the 
“poets-in-training” in Mrs. Joan 
Grega’s English Study Skills 
class. Students create a series 
of different types of poems, 
which can range from whimsical 
(Ralph Saint-Fleur’s “Swish,” for 
example) to heartfelt (“Passion,” 
by Katie Trapp) to poignant (Jess 
Crissman’s “Mom”). Read Katie 
Trapp’s “Their Stories” (right) and 
visit our YouTube channel to 
see other students reading their 
poetry.

Their Stories
Do you see their story?
In the paintings on the walls
These are worlds you may not know

A House of Glass
Positioned on a lone peak
The wind whistles through its delicate walls
The tingling of the chandeliers

Do you see the love?
A window to a better time
When there was joy

A daughter running towards her father
His arms wide open and smiling
There’s peace there in the kingdom
Happy and without hate 

making her (ukulele) Dreams Come true

The humble ukulele is experiencing a 
resurgence in the music world. After 
purchasing and learning to play one 
herself, Laura Landes (’01), music 
teacher at the EC-Grade 8 campus, had 
a dream to introduce her students to the 
simple pleasures of this little instrument. 
Several months and a successful grant 
application later, 5th graders at the EC-
Grade 8 campus were working on their 
strumming and chord identification. 
Read the entire heart-warming story 
(written by school nurse/blogger 
extraordinaire Brenda Shelly) on the 
“PEEK” blog under School News on the 
EC-Grade 8 web site.

fall athletiC 
awarDs

Visit our athletics web site at 
dockathletics.org for information 
about our Fall athletic award 
winners as well as schedules, scores, 
highlights and alumni athletes in the 
news.

Do you see their pain?
Portrayed on their surfaces
Telling you a tale of sorrow

A girl cast in stone
Gentle in her pure form
His body draped over her figure
With tears in his soft eyes

Do you see the ruins?
It’s all that’s left of them
Gone, past tense, Forgotten

A scorched city
Fire burns among the rubble
The ash continues to fall like rain 
With barren trees in the deserted land

Do you see their story?

~ Katie Trapp
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CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

raCe for eDuCation

Our EC-Grade 8 campus sends a special thank you to 
all of our students, parents, friends, and family members 
who supported our Race for Education! Students collect 
sponsorship donations for every lap of the quarter-mile 
track they walk, jog, or run in one hour. The “Race 
for Ed” raised $45,000 so far, benefiting students’ 
educational experience in a variety of ways. It’s not too 
late to make a gift!

peaCe partners

As part of our “Peace Partners” program, kindergarten 
and middle school students learned what a donation 
to a Mennonite Central Committee Thrift shop can 
do. Care and Share Shoppes Executive Director 
Sarah Bergin (’88) demonstrated to students how the 
donation of a simple, small t-shirt can make a BIG 
difference for children all over the world! For more 
details on shopping, donating or volunteering, go to 
thrift.mcc.org.
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CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

eC stuDents builD 
inter-generational 
relationships

Early Childhood students made friends 
during a “field trip” to Living Branches’ 
retirement community in Souderton 
recently. Children and their senior 
companions made tissue paper wreaths 
and shared stories, songs and laughs 
together. Visit the EC-Grade 8 web site 
to see more photos from the Living 
Branches visit.

pastors’ Day

Dock students at both campuses 
enjoy it immensely when their 
pastors and youth leaders visit 
for our annual Pastors’ Days. 
The Grades 9-12 campus held its 
Pastors’ Day on September 14, 
featuring breakfast, chapel, school 
update, classroom visits, and 
lunch. The EC - Grade 8 campus 
held its Pastors’ Day on October 
19 and featured Josh Meyer, 
Associate Pastor at Franconia 
Mennonite Church, as the chapel 
speaker. Some 45-50 pastors 
attended each event. Be sure to 
invite your pastor or youth leader 
for next year’s events!

Josh Meyer (above) enjoyed spending 
time with some of the young people 

from Franconia during the EC-Grade 8 
Pastors’ Day.

Joel Kolb (below), pastor at Hopewell 
Christian Fellowship, visits with Jackson 

Bell during a study hall.

a sign of great 
things to Come

Both Dock campuses have a different 
look and feel following the recent 
installation of new identity and 
directional signs. The signs look 
terrific—check them out next time 
you’re on campus!
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ALUMNI 
NOTES

a 60th reunion 
for Dock’s first 
graduating 
class

The Class of 1956—the very first class to graduate from Christopher Dock 
Mennonite High School—held their 60th reunion during Homecoming 
Weekend. The class was also recognized during Saturday evening’s fall concert. 
Attending were (back row, l to r) David Brunner, Esther Ruth Shisler, Donald 
Detweiler, Ivan Moyer, Hiram Hershey, class advisor. Front row, l to r:  Janet 
Martin, class advisor, Mary Rittenhouse-Schwartzentruber, Daniel Lapp.

REUNIONS

Class of 1961 reunion

The Class of 1961 held their reunion during October’s Homecoming Weekend. 
(L to r): Louise Beyer, Joseph Lapp, Janet Swartley Goshow, John Goshow, Don 
Beidler, Ivan Derstine, Anita Freed Beidler, Stan Godshall, Barb Eby Landis, 
Wilbur Bauman, Lois Moyer Longenecker, and Peggy Halteman Blosser.

1956
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Class of 1966 reunion
The Class of 1966 held its 50th class reunion during Homecoming Weekend 
2016. There were 25 classmates attending. The class heard a well-researched 
presentation by Bill Swartley on classmate Jim Hershberger’s disappearance in 
1976. Watch for a more detailed report on this presentation in the next issue 
of Lamplighter.   

Seated:  Mary Godshall Caruso, Linda Detweiler Gahman, Beverly Derstine 
Wenger, Dolores Martin Alderfer, Doris Hedrick Walls, Linda Ehst Gehman, 
Betty Detweiler Bergey
Row 2:  Betty Shisler Landis, Elizabeth Loux Kraybill, Sue Swartley Loop, Jean 
Moyer Beggs, Jane Byler Frost, Linda Rush, Nelson Howe, 
Rodney Alderfer, Gwen Groff, Ruth Ann Goshow, Cleon Hackman
Row 3:  Merle Hunsberger, Cheryl Moyer Conn Vernon Hunsberger, Dale 
Leatherman, Will Alderfer, Jack Styer, Don Long, Bill Swartley, Bruce Detweiler

Class of 1981 reunion

a place that inspires

Jane Bishop Halteman (’64), was one of 
the catalysts for the development of the 
Dock Memorial Garden at the far end 
of Groff Pond, and this tranquil spot 
continues to provide inspiration and 
comfort for her and many other alumni 
families. Jane, who now lives in Illinois, 
shot this beautiful sunset on her most 
recent visit to the Memorial Garden 
this fall. “This gorgeous campus always 
offers lots of ‘photo opps,’” she said, 
“and I get a few good ones almost every 
trip!” You can see a video Jane created 
of the dedication of the Memorial 
Garden on Dock’s YouTube channel.

Join us as we 
celebrate the joys, 
disappointments, 

and vital life 
lessons learned on 
the athletic fields 

at Dock. 

Front row, l to r: Judy (Kratz) Weaver, Cindy (Jenkins) Alderfer, Shana (Peachey) 
Boshart, Audrey (Kocher) Delaney, Steve Frankenfield, Julie (Detweiler) 
Frankenfield, Keith Long, Bronwyn (Mininger) Histand, Marty (Leber) Wismer
Back row, l to r: Jeff Stiffnel, Rob Schwoyer, Craig Weaver, Jim Grasse, Greg Moyer, 
Tim Kolb, Brent Allebach, Tom Rosenberger, Mark Nyce, Steve Lederach, Dan 
Freed, Phil Derstine, Pam (Hackman) Long, Cheryl (Bergey) Derstine, Steve Histand
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Share Your Story
Marriage

Birth
Job Change

Degree
Award

Achievement
Recognition

Take a 
moment to 

share what’s 
been 

happening in 
your life.

Email Alumni 
update to 

advancemento�ce@
dockhs.org or �ll out 

the online form at 
dockhs.org/alumni

alumni notes
1977
Christine A. Balmer, 57, 
of Telford, went home 
to be with the Lord on 
November 9, 2016, while 
family was at her side at 
home.
     Chris was born August 
9, 1959, in Phoenixville, 
to Clara (Moyer) Kolb and 

Homer Kolb (deceased). As the first born 
of three children, she helped out on the 
family farm and cooked meals for their 
family since her parents both worked 
outside the home. She was very involved 
with her family at Vincent Mennonite 
Church and helped with her younger 
siblings Joan and Marcus. 
     Chris graduated from Christopher 
Dock in 1977, and as a member of the 
cheerleader team, caught the eye of an 
admiring young man, Dan Balmer. A 
matchmaker herself, Chris was set up on 
a blind date with Dan in January 1977 
and the lovebirds were married two 
years later on March 3, 1979. In their 
37 years of marriage they raised three 
children: Joshua (’99), Jessica (’01), and 
Alisha (’04). 
     In 2013, Chris was diagnosed with 
cancer, which she battled graciously 
and fiercely. Many were encouraged 
by her sincere hope in Jesus Christ, 
honesty about the difficulties and 
frequent laughter. It was during this 
battle with cancer that Dan and Chris 
became grandparents, and these four 
grandchildren were the light of their 
days: Eden Grace, Olivia Mae, Quinn 
Ruth and Graham Hudson.
     Memorial contributions may be made 
in Chris’s name to North Care Women’s 
Clinic, 49 N. Richardson Ave., Lansdale, 
PA 19446. Donate online at www.
supportlifeprc.org.

1981
Michael and Lori Cassel moved to 
Guatemala in April 2016 and are serving 
as church planting missionaries with 
Brethren in Christ U.S. World Missions.

1998
Greg and Regan (Leatherman) Weikel 
officially 
welcomed 
Grant 
James to 
their family 
on May 
25, 2016, 
through a 
faith-filled 
adoption 
journey. 
Grant (3 
years) joins big brother Grayson (10), 
and sisters Riley (8) and Rhyann (5).

2001
Peter Moyer and Kristen Rake, 
Hamden, CT, were married June 
4, 2016. Peter graduated from the 
combined Internal Medicine/ Pediatrics 
Residency program at Yale School of 
Medicine and recently completed a 
year as chief resident. He now works 
at the Fair Haven Community Health 
Center in New Haven, CT, where he is 
a primary care physician in pediatrics 
and internal medicine with an emphasis 
on addiction medicine.

Erin Price and Robert Saunders were 
married June 4, 2016. They reside in 
Souderton.

2003
Ivy Ann Blake was born at 5:50 p.m. 
on Wednesday, September 28, 2016 to 
Emily (Benner) Blake and Jonas Blake. 
Ivy was 7 lb. 4 oz., and 18.5 inches 
long.

2005
Christine (Schmidt) 
and Brendon Krout 
joyfully announce 
the birth of their 
first child, Marin 
Cathleen (left), born 
October 22, 2016.

2006
Jordan Ross Delp passed away on 
Sunday, October 9 at Suburban 
Community Hospital in Norristown. 
Jordan attended Goshen College, 
volunteered with Meals on Wheels, and 
was a member of Swamp Mennonite 
Church. Jordan was an avid reader who 
had a hunger for learning, an interest in 
the sciences, and enjoyed writing. He 
loved playing soccer and was a tenacious 
defender. In his senior year at Dock, 
Jordan and his teammates won the state 
championship. He had a great sense of 
humor with a contagious laugh. Jordan 
was a very kind and compassionate 
person who will be deeply missed by his 
family and friends.
     In addition to his parents, Robert and 
Nancy K. (Moyer) Delp, he is survived 
by a brother, Deric Robert Delp & 
wife, Kaili of Milwaukee, WI; a sister, 
Tahnee Renae Delp of Washington, DC; 
a paternal grandmother, Esther (Mack) 
Delp of Lansdale, PA and a nephew, 
Ethan Paul Delp of Milwaukee, WI.   
     Memorial contributions may be made 
to: National Alliance on Mental Illness, 
600 Louis Drive #106, Warminster, PA 
18974.

2007
Nathan and Kelsy Weaver are proud to 
announce the birth of their daughter, 
Alanna Christine Weaver, on July 2, 
2016.

Dock Bible teacher 
Caleb Benner 
and Gabrielle 
Pakhtigian were 
married on 
November 6, 2016 
at Hershey Farms in 
Elizabethtown, PA. 

2012
Derek and Amy 
(Bergey, ’13) 
Godshall will 
be program 
coordinators for 
Mennonite Central 
Committee in 
Burkina Faso 

starting in February 2017. They moved to 
Montreal in November 2016 to spend a 
month learning French. Derek will work 
on food security and Amy will work with 
the peace and justice and education 
programs.
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   As our consultants met with various 
stakeholder groups during the school 
rebranding process, they posed the 
question of which is most important, 
the faith or academic component of our 
school. At the conclusion of their work, 
they shared that they could not determine 
one to be more important than the other. 
In their final analysis, they presented an 
image that continues to resonate with us.  
   The consultants noted that unlike many 
schools, our community values both faith 
and academics equally. They compared 
it to a zipper, with faith formation on one 
side and academic excellence on the 
other side. When the zipper is closed, 
both sides contribute to the strength of 
the whole and provides one unified 
perspective.  
   Our school brand, 
including the name, 
logo, tagline, font, and 
colors, helps describe 
our school to the 
community. Much 
thought was given to 
each component of 
the brand. New signs 
have been installed on 
each campus that will 
promote the new name 
and logo.
   The name, Dock Mennonite 

important. In our school’s name, the 
words Mennonite Academy are below 
the word Dock. These two words are 
the same size and represent the equal 

importance of our faith 
perspective and our 
goal of academic 
excellence, forming the 
two sides of the zipper. 

There is a link on the home page of our 
web site where you can learn more about 
key components from the tradition of 
Christopher Dock that we continue to 
embrace.
   While the process of developing our 
new name and brand is important, it is 
paramount that we live our brand each 
day. Will students find a place where they 
can explore and own their faith, knowing 
they will be respected? Will they be 
challenged academically to excel in core 
subjects and co-curricular areas? Will 
collaboration and participation describe 
our learning environment? Will students 
find a setting in which they can develop 
socially, learning to think of others and 
to respect each person? Dock Mennonite 
Academy will soon be a familiar name to 
describe our school, but we will continue 
to hold the trust you have given us to live 
out our brand each day in our school!

1000 Forty Foot Road 
Lansdale, PA 19446 

215.362.2675

www.dock.org
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Academy, brings together three key 
values of our school identity. You will 
notice the word “Dock” is a larger font 
and at the top of the name. Dock is an 
acceptable shortened 
version or nickname for 
our school. It comes from 
the teacher Christopher 
Dock, a pioneer in the 
field of education in the 18th century. 
His impact in Pennsylvania and our 
country is evidenced by the fact that his 
name is engraved in the state education 
building in Harrisburg. Christopher 
Dock was a Mennonite school teacher 
who emphasized character building 

and positive affirmation. His 
pedagogy was well ahead 

of its time and considered 
a significant foundation 
for our educational 
philosophy today.  
   A primary component 
of Christopher 
Dock’s philosophy 
was the integration of 

academics and faith. 
Prayer was a regular 

part of school life, yet 
he challenged students to 

academic excellence as equally 

Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber

The Zipper SUPerINTeNdeNT’S
MESSAGE

Our community 
values both faith and 
academics equally.


