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Jessica Blaney
Morningstar Studios

Today I got to work behind the scenes with 
someone mixing music. He was mixing 
songs for a church choir group. I got to see 
and understand how autotune and cross-
fading work, how to expand notes, and 
how to make the entire piece sound more 
‘together.’ I had the opportunity to ask 
questions and be involved in the mixing 
process. 

Glenn, the studio owner, has helped 
produce and engineer records that won 
Grammy Awards. He was redoing the guitar 
for a few of the songs he was engineering. 
It was interesting watching how he played 
guitar and made everything work with the 
song. Watching him inspired me with my 
own production. I got to see his techniques 
and think through how I would use them 
with my own music.

SENIOR
EXPERIENCE

2018
Job shadowing or service? When it 
comes to Senior Experience, there 
is no right or wrong answer—both 
experiences can have a life-long impact.

Dan Loveless
Nuveen

I had the privilege of shadowing my uncle 
and his co-worker at Nuveen, a financial 
asset management company in Princeton, 
NJ. Part of marketing is public relations, 
and I got a glimpse of this as I observed Mr. 
Davis drafting tweets that would eventually 
be posted under my uncle’s Twitter handle. 
He had a spreadsheet which organized the 
written content, a picture if one was to be 
used, and the total number of characters. 
Later, he showed me a web site he was 
working on. The last part of the day 
included listening in on a conference call 
between Mr. Davis and seven others in the 
marketing department to brainstorm ideas 
for an attention-grabbing headline for an 
article about Nuveen. I am now sold on 
marketing as my major. I loved everything 
that I observed.

Isaiah Denlinger
Vanessa’s Village - Guatemala

There were a lot of enjoyable things about this trip, but nothing beat meeting the kids. There 
was one kid I related well with, his name was Franklin. He lived in the poorest part of town. 
On the last day, he was giving everyone hugs, but when he got to me he jumped into my arms 
and started crying and saying things in Spanish. The only thing I got out of it was, ‘I will miss 
you, my friend.’ Meeting Franklin and the other kids made this trip awesome.
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Brian Anderson
PJM Interconnection

Today I met with Joseph Yu, a recent college 
graduate who was working at PJM. He recently 
graduated from Penn State and had been 
working at PJM for about a year. His team is 
focused on making sure applications and other 
programs the company uses are safe. They try 
to find the SPOF (single point of failure) in these 
applications so they can fix them to protect the 
company. He took me to a meeting where 
they discussed changes that need to be made 
to the server or the network that may affect 
certain applications. Afterwards, he showed 
me a research paper he was working on for the 
team, on a concept called blockchain, which 
is basically a different way of storing important 
information so that it can’t be hacked. It was 
interesting to see how he can directly affect the 
company even though he doesn’t have a really 
high position.

Levi Longacre
Martin Guitars

Something I liked about Skip’s work habits 
is that instead of emailing everyone he has a 
question for, he walks to wherever they’re 
located in the building and asks the question in 
person. He sarcastically says he does it because 
nobody responds to the emails fast enough and 
he also doesn’t like sitting at his desk all day. 
The big cherry on top of it all was that while 
Skip was at his desk managing paperwork he 
allowed me to play one of the many guitars 
that were literally everywhere. This was my 
favorite part. I must have played seven different 
guitars today as we bounced around from 
office to office. My favorite part of the day was 
when I we went into an office where they had 
prototype guitars. These guitars aren’t even 
named yet, and I got to play one—definitely the 
highlight of the day! Overall, my experience at 
Martin was one I will never forget and always 
cherish. I met some incredible people and have 
seen things that would put many guitarists in 
awe (I know I was).

He showed me a research paper on 
a concept called blockchain, which is 
a different way of storing information 

so that it can’t be hacked. 
— Brian Anderson
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Robert Work
Borough of Lansdale Electric Department

My experience really opened my eyes to 
what it is like to work in the real world. The 
thing that was most enjoyable was learning 
life lessons for the future from the other guys. 
[Senior Experience] is a great way for students 
to gain an understanding of what it’s like to 
work in different environments. It was a great 
way to prepare for the future.

Charret Ho
Laurel Restaurant

At Laurel, they want everyone to succeed, 
so they tell the truth: the mistakes you made, 
what you need to improve, what you could 
have done better. They are all really humble; 
even the executive chef wanted my opinion 
on the dishes he made, and he seemed open 
to others’ opinions as well. He wasn’t entitled 
at all, and he didn’t throw plates, like what 
I’ve seen on TV. I would have thought I’d 
learn a lot of knife skills, or about the craft of 
preparing food, but I think I learned more by 
their attitudes and actions during their service. 
The focus they have, their patience when 
building dishes, their humility. I was glad to 
be part of this young, creative, hard-working, 
caring and respectful team that lifts each other 
up. I will want to be part of a team like this on 
my chef journey.

Meredith King
Allebach Communications
Schulmerich Carillons

Today was my first day at Allebach 
Communications. Jess gave me a rundown of 
what she does, and then I sat in on a meeting. It 
was interesting for me to compare the meeting 
I sat in on yesterday [at Schulmerich Carillons] 
to this one. The work atmosphere and the 
employee conversations and attire were 
extremely different, but just as productive.

I was allowed to see numbers and statistics 
about companies that Allebach works with, 
and how everything plays out into an annual 
budget. I learned a lot about finance and 
numbers. Again, I was able to compare the 
experiences from the two days, and how 
the accounting is different at each business. 
At Schulmerich, the numbers were related 
to buying parts and selling items, while at 
Allebach the numbers were related to billing 
clients for the time spent working on their 
ads, and working closely with creative design 
artists.

Austin Kratz
Refuge Ranch - Mexico

The special thing about this day was that, 
when we got back, the leader of the ranch, 
Julie, gave her testimony. She talked about 
where she grew up and how she ended up 
in Mexico, doing what she’s doing now. She 
said she hopes to have over 40 kids at some 
point. That was really inspiring, and gave me 
a lot to think about.

Lindsey Bernd
Refuge Ranch - Mexico

By the end of (our last) day, I realized 
something. So many people talk about how 
they don’t deserve their life in America, and 
how they feel bad for the children here, but I 
did not feel that way. I was envious of the life 
the kids at the ranch were living. They woke 
up and did devotions each morning and read 
the Bible. They didn’t care about dirt being 
tracked into the house; instead they opened 
their home to 21 dirty people after a day’s 
work. They were truly an amazing family.

My experience really opened my eyes to what it 
is like to work in the real world. 

— Robert Work

5

66

Refuge Ranch volunteers include (l to r) Rachel Shreiner, Olivia Boyle, Lindsey Bernd, Jeremy Yoder, 
Mason Zehr, Jeremy Rolley, and Austin Kratz.
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Dan Moyer (below) spent Senior 
Experience week at the federal courthouse 
in Philadelphia shadowing the Honorable 
Marilyn Heffley, United States Magistrate 
Judge for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. See more coverage of Senior 
Experience online at dock.org/lamplighter
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Graciella Odelia
Audrey Groff, Director of Midwifery, 
Reading Hospital

I can’t wait to become an OB-GYN! I 
talked to the medical students there and 
asked if medical school was really hard. 
One of them told me it was “do-able,” and 
that in the third or fourth year you need to 
decide what you want to specialize in and 
‘take your rounds’ by working in different 
departments of the hospital—not just the 
one you’re interested in.

I’m still asking God if going to medical 
school is the right choice for me. But for 
now, I’m going with the flow and let Jesus 
take the wheel and surrendering my future 
into his hands. I keep telling myself that I 
should not be scared because I know that 
God has a beautiful plan ahead of me.

Rachel Shreiner
Refuge Ranch - Mexico

This trip taught me the importance of 
family—and that family isn’t just blood. 
We are all family under God. I also 
had a lot of feelings of satisfaction and 
accomplishment. I now know how to 
mix cement, how to plaster, and other 
construction tasks. The work we did was 
work that needed to be done. One of the 
most enjoyable things was bonding with 
the kids that went down there with me. 
Incredible friendships were formed. 

McKenzie Gordon 
Vanessa’s Village - Guatemala

Several of the girls often help cook and prepare the meals with Estella. It is incredible seeing 
the kids interact because they always do what they’re told and are constantly helping out, 
even when they’re not told. The older kids are always putting others before themselves. I 
have never met people so hospitable—willing to sacrifice for someone they hardly know.

After games we had worship, which was incredible. All of these kids who came from 
basically nothing, singing every word to the songs. I don’t think I ever felt God’s presence 
more than I did this night.

This past week has been the most incredible experience of my life so far. I have always 
wanted to travel, but I did not expect to be impacted so much by my first trip outside the 
country. I love how the week revolved around people, relationships and Christ. 

Sophia Breslin
Abington Memorial Hospital

After he was finished with the consult, 
the intern talked to the patient’s GI doctor 
to make him aware of the situation and 
brainstorm some treatment options. It 
was interesting to see the intern interact 
with the GI doctor that he had never met 
before to talk about a patient. Seeing 
people work together to help a patient 
just reassured my thoughts that the 
medical field is where I want to be.

For now, I’m going with the flow 
and let Jesus take the wheel 
and surrendering my future 

into his hands. 
— Graciella Odelia
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Abby Nice (above) spent her week in the Lederach 
pottery studio of Royce Yoder. “Senior Experience was 
a really cool learning experience,” she says. “I learned a 
lot about what goes into making pieces and running a 
business.” See more coverage of Senior Experience online 
at dock.org/lamplighter
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After taking Anatomy & 
Physiology with Miss Metzler 
last year, it was cool to see 
what we learned about the 
heart in class correlate to a 

realistic setting. 
— Jamie Kolb

Lauren Ness
Vanessa’s Village - Guatemala

I experienced God’s love in so many 
new ways, and found that his presence 
can be seen in everything, from hiking 
the volcano, to watching the sun set on 
the black sand beach, to playing with the 
kids, to laughing on the rooftop until my 
stomach hurt. All you have to do to share 
God’s love is love other people. By playing 
with the kids and helping out around the 
house, we poured our love out, which 
showed the love of Christ. 

It is such an amazing and unforgettable 
experience, and opens your eyes to a 
completely different culture and lifestyle. 
Seeing God work in a place that’s miles 
and miles away was incredible, and it 
reminds you how big and powerful and 
loving He is!

Machealle Tirtasaputra
Methodist Hospital

Talking to three cancer patients really 
opened my eyes. She told me that life is 
too short to worry about small things that 
do not matter, to always be good to people, 
and to not hold a grudge because it will 
only kill you inside. That was the most 
valuable thing I learned.  I have no trouble 
being a nurse in the cancer center, but I am 
not sure if I could handle it emotionally.

Jamie Kolb 
J. Brooke Lewis, DMD
Alderfer & Travis Cardiology
Dock Mennonite Academy EC-Grade 
8 Campus- Brenda Shelly, School 
Nurse

Today I was at Alderfer & Travis 
Cardiology. Donna Alderfer 
coordinated the day for me and I got 
to see what she does as a nurse. She 
has the best bedside manner I have 
ever seen from a nurse. She is calm and 
caring and just deals with patients in 
the most amazing way.

After taking Anatomy & Physiology 
with Miss Metzler last year, it was cool 
to see what we learned about the heart 
in class correlate to a realistic setting. 
You can only learn so much from a 
diagram in a textbook. 

Brenda (Shelly) provides a pleasant 
and calming atmosphere wherever she 
is. She is the jack of all trades when 
it comes to her job. I was not aware 
of how much paperwork is involved 
in her job. I was able to observe her 
with several kids, one of which was 
a “regular.” It was neat to see the 
relationship she develops with the kids 
that come to see her. 

Maddy Hawkins
QVC

My Senior Experience was extremely 
valuable because I found a potential 
direction for my life. I was nervous I’d 
end up pursuing a major in college that 
I’d hate, nut now I know I’m headed in 
the right direction. I would recommend 
this experience because it felt great to 
gain direction and know what I want 
to do. I also feel like I made the most 
of the experience by asking questions 
and learning about the job. I would like 
to intern here; I tried to make a good 
impression and meet as many people 
as I could.
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In a real sense, 
this is the teacher’s task, 
and Dock is blessed with many faculty 
members who have been faithful planters for 
decades. We asked three teachers who recently 
retired—Eldon Miller, Rod Derstine, and Eric Bishop—to reflect 
on their “sowing” careers at Dock.

We are seed planters. 
We never get the final product 

while they are here.
— Rod Derstine

Read more online
How did these three recently retired faculty members come to teach at Dock? What changes had the 
most significant impact on them during their tenure? We asked those questions, too—read their answers 
online at dock.org/publications. We invite you to share a word of appreciation for these three teachers 
there as well.

Rod Derstine

Eric Bishop

Eldon Miller
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It is rare today for 
someone to spend most of 
their career in one place. 
What did you experience 

that continually 
drew you to Dock?

Mr. Derstine
The great choral conductor, Robert Shaw, stressed the importance of staying in one 
place for a long time if you ever want to build a music culture. As a student at Dock 
myself, I recognized that there were many teachers who committed for the long term, 
and that really stabilizes any organization. The beauty of the campus is also very 
sustaining. A difficult day could always be made better by a walk around campus.

Dr. Bishop
I have always said that much of what I loved about being part of the Dock community 
and why I stayed so long was primarily for somewhat selfish reasons.  I liked what that 
community did for me, personally. The people I worked with, the kinds of students I 
had in my classes, and the constant opportunities for intellectual, spiritual, and social 
growth converged to create a well that I loved to drink deeply from. 

Señor Miller
I initially came to Dock with the idea that I would stay for perhaps three years, pay off 
my debts, and then move back to Virginia or go on a long-term service assignment. But 
in my second year here, I met my wife, Gem, a Perkasie young lady, and later we got 
married and raised our family here. 

As I settled into the routines of teaching, I became more and more aware that I did 
like it. I liked it because of the daily interactions with students who, no matter what 
joys or sorrows, or personal angst they were going through, still managed to include 
me in their lives. My relationship with students changed from someone who was only 
a few years older than them at the beginning, to later being like a family friend or 
grandparent. It was always interesting, in later years, to meet students whose parents 
were Dock alumni, and realize that often the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree!

Another reason for remaining at Dock was the faculty; they became my family 
away from home. As we dealt daily with the nuts and bolts of school life, discussing 

I hope I have instilled in my 
students an unending sense of 

wonder and a love of beauty and 
music. I have tried to convey to 

them that all life is sacred.
— Rod Derstine 9 



triumphs 
and failures, 
educational ideas, and 
our love and concern for our 
students, we became a cohesive body, a 
community. We prayed for our students and our 
school. We asked ourselves, what does it look like to be the 
Kingdom of God here at this place? Life here was a unique blend of 
professional and personal well-being.

Señor Miller
I would hope that my students would see God’s love in me and in their fellow students. 
I hope they would see all of us as being on a journey with Jesus; that we are all at 
different points on that journey. I would hope that each student would feel a deep sense 
of self-worth, that they are a child of God.

I taught Spanish, and I wanted students to learn the language well enough to be 
comfortable in basic communication; to enjoy reading short stories and get the jokes, 
and make their own jokes. But I also tried to teach them about the various cultures 
of the Hispanic peoples. I wanted them to have a curiosity, a wonder about other 
places, and a desire to go there and experience them; to get to know people and learn 
from them—to travel as a pilgrim, not as a tourist. A pilgrim doesn’t always know 
what’s coming next; a pilgrim doesn’t always end up in the most glamorous hotels and 
restaurants. A pilgrim has a curiosity about people and places, and wants to be part of 
the local scene as much as possible instead of wondering why things aren’t the way 
they are back home. I would tell students, “It’s a big world out there; get away from 
home, go explore it.  And hopefully, you will find yourself.” 

Dr. Bishop
I hope that I helped kindle the fire of each student’s nascent curiosity and a genuine 
desire to satisfy it—in appropriate ways, of course.  One poster that hung on the wall 
in D4 for years simply said THINK, because that is what I wanted my students to do, 
at all times and in every situation of life.  The other long-standing poster was School 
of Athens, by Raphael, because I hoped that it would visually inspire my students, and 
me as well, to live a life of the mind. I hope students will remember my multimedia 
approach to curriculum and instruction: music, cartoons, YouTube clips, walks through 
the campus in all kinds of weather, and for a good number of alumni, those after-school 
jam sessions we had. I hope I can keep on rockin’ in the free world!

Mr. Derstine
I hope I have instilled in my students an unending sense of wonder and a love of 
beauty and music. I have tried to convey to them that all life is sacred. They have been 
introduced to scores of life-giving texts set to music that has touched many of them in 
their deepest places. My hope is that this repository in their souls will be with them and 
help give expression to those times when they need them most. I hope that through 
choir tours both here and abroad, their world has become enlarged. I am delighted to 
see former choir members gallivanting around the globe and actually serving in places 
of great need. One of the greatest joys I’ve had as a teacher is recognizing gifts in 
students that they may not have recognized themselves. To see a student who comes to 
me stating, “I can’t sing,” and convincing them that not only can they sing but they are 
actually uniquely gifted in singing, has been so fulfilling.

The other poster that hung on the 
wall in D-4 for years was “School 
of Athens,” by Raphael, because 
I hoped it would visually inspire 
my students, and me, to live a 

life of the mind.
— Dr. J. Eric Bishop

As you reflect on your 
teaching career, what is it 

that you hope you instilled 
in your students? What do 

you hope your students 
will remember most, 

cherish most, and practice 
the most in their own lives?
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Señor Miller
God has been at work on the Dock campus in many ways over the years. I would begin 
back before most of us were around, in the 1950s. It was the vision of early church and 
community leaders who saw an old farm and were able to envision it as a place for 
a school. They gathered support to invest money and time into renovating buildings 
into classrooms—and they began by shoveling manure out of the barn. That vision has 
continued to this day, with each generation adding its own stamp to this unique and holy 
place.

I have seen God at work in students, many of them using their talents in public programs 
and chapels, but also in the classroom and in private settings. Some students have opened 
our eyes to needs that adults were not aware of, and many have pushed us to change 
practices and policies that needed to be changed.

Dr. Bishop
I witnessed an increasing comfort among students for open sharing of their personal 
faith walk, both in private and in public venues, such as in the classroom and in chapel. 
Students have learned to encourage each other in their efforts to address issues of ultimate 
concern, such as the shaping of a personal worldview. Because the topic of worldview 
was, and still is, one of my abiding preoccupations, I used reading, writing, listening and 
speaking (the English language arts) as strategies for addressing worldview.

Mr. Derstine
It has been heartening to see students with a maturity of faith beyond their years while 
students at Dock. So many come to mind who demonstrated a life of faith that sent 
positive ripples throughout campus. What is even more gratifying is noting students who 
may have been a great challenge during their time at Dock, who blossom years after they 
left. We are seed planters. We never get the final product while they are here.

Chapels provided a natural venue for faith development. To me, that has been a sacred 
space where I have seen God move us in a corporate way. When crises have come our 
way (like 9/11, deaths and others), it has provided a space for us to process and grieve 
together.

My greatest joy and satisfaction at Dock was with my fellow faculty members and 
administration. We shared a bond and a unique sense of community that I believe 
is rarely experienced in most settings. Being part of a group that largely agreed on 
educational philosophy, theology, and ideology was powerful and invigorating. As we 
prayed together, sang together, ate together, and worshipped together, we became 
a body, with the goal of being a people of God. This group became, for me, many 
times, my church. 

I wanted students to have 
a curiosity, a wonder about 
other places, and a desire to 

go there and experience them; 
to get to know people and 

learn from them; to travel as a 
pilgrim, not as a tourist.

— Eldon Miller

What are some of the 
most significant ways you 

have seen God work on 
the Dock campus over the 

course of your career?
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Arts Day continues on page 25

HOME
Juniors bring it 

The concept of home is not the same for every student. Where is it? 
What does it look like? Who is there? What makes home feel like home? 
What songs, stories, events, holidays, celebrations, and emotions are 
part of your understanding of home? 

“Home” was the theme for Arts Day 2018, and students performed 
in stage events and created works of art in culinary, creative writing, 
fabric arts, photography, visual art, and technology that expressed their 
understanding of home. Here are your winners from Arts Day 2018; 
congratulations to everyone who participated and made it a great day!

Arts Day 2018

 “The Whisper of Pipa” was 
a traditional Chinese dance 
accompanied by authentic Chinese 
instruments, performed by juniors 
Jie Ji, Peter Liang, Swan Yang, and 
Claudia Zhang.

12 



13 



14 

The 2016-2017 Annual Report is a celebration of the life-changing ministry of 
Dock Mennonite Academy.  It gives evidence of your partnership in this work. 

Thank you!  Your faithful support of Dock is an inspiration to our students and faculty.

We enjoyed another strong financial year as our two campuses integrated more fully, 
supporting students from Early Childhood through Grade 12.  From recent surveys 
of our stakeholders, we heard frequent appreciation for the amazing facilities we 
enjoy on both campuses with minimal remaining debt.  We are truly blessed to have 
students in an environment that is conducive to learning and growing.

Each year as we establish budget and tuition rates, we are reminded of the value 
of the Dock experience. While there are many ways to determine the value of 
something, our graduate profile is one helpful criteria as it points to the end result 
for Dock, our graduates.  While no student fully achieves all points of the graduate 
profile, it outlines a direction that leads students away from focusing on themselves 
and considering how they might impact others around them.  

Our graduate profile notes that Dock strives to prepare students who communicate 
effectively and appreciate creativity.  They discover and develop their God-given 
gifts.  They respect diversity and practice stewardship in their daily lives.  This 
outlines a journey to become a person who lives a life of significance and purpose, 
to make a lasting impact on the community and the world.  As students move toward 
these goals, the value of the Dock experience becomes evident.  Your partnership 
allows students to grow academically, spiritually, and socially.  

Throughout this year, Dock partnered with parents and church congregations in 
shaping the lives of young people.  We celebrate your generosity, and our role 
together in providing a faith-infused education for our students. Thank you for your 
prayers and financial support of Dock.  We welcome your continued support as we 
inspire young people to grow and become the next generation of servant leaders for 
our community and beyond.

In Christ,

Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber
Superintendent

Dear Friends of Dock

EC to Grade Eight
420 Godshall Road

 Souderton, PA 18964 
215.723.1196

Grades Nine to Twelve
1000 Forty Foot Road 

Lansdale, PA 19446 
215.362.2675

Learning for Lives of Purpose
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Dear Friends of Dock Deep Gratitude for Generosity

We are grateful for the generous support of individuals, families, businesses, churches, 
and foundations during the 2016-17 year.  In addition to our annual fund donations 

of close to $300,000, our net fundraising events profit was $249,000.  Dock was delighted 
to receive $193,500 toward the EC-8 campus construction loan and $53,700 toward the 
Rosenberger Academic Center loan. Dock also received $325,900 in EITC and OSTC 
funds which provided financial aid and benefited qualifying families and students. 

The Board of Trustees is thankful for the addition of $116,500 toward Dock’s endowment 
through planned and estate gifts. We are reminded of the importance of planned and 
legacy gifts through charitable bequests, gift annuities, IRA rollovers, retirement plan 
designations, and donor advised funds. In addition, the Dock community appreciated the 
receipt of seven grants totaling $72,000.

The Dock community expressed appreciation for Pillars and Partners during a November 
Pillar and Partner Appreciation event.  This special evening included music by our students, 
words of appreciation, a superintendent’s update and a special production of the musical 
Curtains. We celebrated God’s faithfulness through the donors who contributed so our 
students could study and explore their interests and passions through amazing programs 
and opportunities at Dock. 

Gifts to special projects continue to fill some of the needs which are above budget and not 
included in the Dock Fund. In 2016-17, special projects included:

•	 Urban/Philadelphia Fund
•	 Sponsorship Assistance Fund (fostering international Mennonite relationships)
•	 Colby Swartley Memorial Fund
•	 Harvey Bauman Scholarship Fund
•	 James 1:27 Single Parent Scholarship Fund
•	 Tractor Fund

During the 2016-17 school year, we had the opportunity to impact 820 students, 
including 60 international students from China, South Korea, Vietnam, Latvia, Lithuania, 
and Albania.  The class of 2017 included 76 members, with 87% attending college, 4% 
undecided, 3% entering the job market, 3% trade school and 3% a designated gap year.

Thank you for investing in the lives of Dock students through your gifts and generosity, 
which is an encouragement as students “learn for lives of purpose.”

Gratefully,

Robert D. Rutt
Director of Advancement
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Gifts from the following alumni support the Annual Fund, endowment 
funds, scholarships, and other special projects in fiscal year 2015-16.  
Class participation is listed (%) for each class.  

Class of 1956
Kathleen Aeschliman
David and Jo Ann Brunner
Marie Gehman Clemens and Donald 

Clemens
John and Ruth Landis-Ruth
Daniel and Shirley Lapp
David and Madeline Meyers
Ivan and Evelyn Bechtel Moyer
Mary Rittenhouse-Schwartzentruber 

and Hubert Schwartzentruber
Esther Ruth Shisler and Arlin Shisler

Class of 1957
Louise Derstine Alderfer and Lester 

Alderfer
Marvin and Grace Meyers Anders
Elmer Brunk
Donald and Marie Gehman Clemens
Sylvia Alderfer Derstine and James 

Derstine
Kenneth and Reba Erb
Glenn and Elizabeth Derstine Frederick
Eleanor Detweiler Guenin and 

Walter Guenin
Curtis and Eva Kratz
Wilbur and Marilyn Kriebel
Samuel and Helen Lapp

Class of 1958
Marlene Landis Alderfer and Jacob 

Alderfer
Elaine Souder Clemmer
Lareta Halteman Finger
Ruth Gahman
Dennis and Marie Hackman
Dorothy Kolb Harnish and Paul 

Harnish
Doris Kolb
Larry and Edith Landes
Ruth and John Landis-Ruth
Mary Ellen Ruth Lehman and Paul 

Lehman
Evelyn Bechtel Moyer and Ivan Moyer
Elizabeth Landis Musselman
Mary Rosenberger Newcomer and 

Art Newcomer

Class of 1959
Gerald and Rhoda Alderfer Benner
Harold and Lucille Clemmer 

Gahman
Elizabeth Derstine Frederick and 

Glenn Frederick
Abram and Mary Anne Kratz
David and Carolyn Landis
Mary Landis Leatherman and 

William Leatherman
Carol Swartley Longacre and Henry 

Longacre
James and Geraldine Rush
Geraldine Derstine Sell
Daniel and Betty Yoder

Class of 1960
Arlen and C. Laraine Alderfer
Arlene Alderfer
Dolores Godshall Bauman and 

Wilbur Bauman
Earl and Marilyn Detweiler Godshall
Elvin and Ruth Kolb
Mary Kratz and Millard Showalter
Samuel and Lorraine Kratz Kulp
Merrill and Nancy Mininger Landes
N. Glen and Barbara Eby Landis
Annie Lois Longacre Lind and 

Kenneth Lind
Henry and Carol Swartley Longacre
Ruth Ann Moyer
Freida Myers

Mervin and Lois Alderfer Zook

Class of 1961
Wilbur and Dolores Godshall 

Bauman
M. Louise Myers Beyer and James 

Beyer
Eileen Landis Brothers and Ronald 

Brothers
Ivan and Lorene Derstine
Dorothy Wismer Detweiler and 

Dennis Detweiler

Stanley and Susan Godshall
John and Janet Swartley Goshow
Mary Ellen Halteman Hartman and 

Merlin Hartman
A. Jane Detwiler Huegel and David 

Huegel
Lorraine Kratz Kulp and Samuel Kulp
Barbara Eby Landis and N. Glen 

Landis
Arthur and Nova Jean Smoker
Arlene Swartley Wambold and 

Claude Wambold

Class of 1962
Lorraine Alderfer
Miriam Bauman Allison and Joseph 

Allison
Donna Bishop Bluemink and Gary 

Bluemink
Sylvia Moyer Derstine and Glenn 

Derstine

Ronald and Barbara Detwiler
Lucille Clemmer Gahman and 

Harold Gahman
Marilyn Detweiler Godshall and Earl 

Godshall
Charlotte Kolb Glick and Karl Glick
Rhoda Alderfer Kauffman and Lyle 

Kauffman
Harry and Margaret King
Noah and Sara Lapp Kolb
Gladys Derstine Kolb and Daniel Kolb
Glenn Kriebel
Nancy Mininger Landes and Merrill 

Landes
James and Beverly Landis
J. Phillip and Betsy Alderfer Moyer
Emilie Derstine Walson and Robert 

Walson
Mary Lou Weaver Houser and Rod 

Houser
Paul and Alma Yothers
Karene Swartz Zimmerman and Mark 

Zimmerman

Alumni Support Alma Mater
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Class of 1963
Glenn and Christine Godshall 

Bauman
Larry and Linda Godshall
Paul and Mary Landis
Arlen and Marilyn Rice Landis
E. Daniel and Nancy Alderfer 

Leatherman
John Mark and Dorothy Mininger
Roy and Anna Louise Meyers 

Musselman
David and Barbara Myers
Henry and Charlotte Rosenberger
Janet Gotwals Yoder and Warren 

Yoder
J. Lowell and Alma Bergey

Class of 1964
R. Lee and Ruth Hersh Delp
Keith and Pamela Derstine
John and Jane Gross Frankenfield
Ruth Lapp Guengerich and Ronald 

Guengerich
John and Elaine Harley
Sandra Howe Hersh and David Hersh

Henry and Jane Clemens Landes
Richard and Rachel Frederick 

Leatherman
Mary Ruth Mingledorff and Thomas 

Mingledorff
Leon and Karen Moyer
James and Gloria Rosenberger
John and Esther Rush
Janice Hackman Zook and Omar 

Zook

Class of 1965
Kenneth and Carolyn Benner
Thomas and Trinda Bishop
Earl and Janis Derstine
Mark and Carolyn Mininger Derstine
G. Elaine Derstine
Martha and Ronald Kolb-Wyckoff
Joseph and Janet Landis
Nancy Alderfer Leatherman and E. 

Daniel Leatherman
Rachel Frederick Leatherman and 

Richard Leatherman
Joyce Clemmer Munro and John 

Munro

Dennis Swartley
Ruth Frederick White and Robert 

White

Class of 1966
Wilmer and Lois Detweiler Alderfer
Carol Myers Brown and Thomas 

Brown
Henry and Donna Halteman 

Derstine
Gwen Groff
Merle and Nancy Souder

Class of 1967
John and Janet Mininger Alderfer
Mildred Alderfer
Willard and Glenda Moyer Bergey
Carolyn Mininger Derstine and Mark 

Derstine
Karen Kindy Fennell and William 

Fennell
Mike and Jane Kratz Haines
Linda Alderfer Martin and Vernon 

Martin
Barbara Nock Mowery and Joseph 

Mowery
K. Leon and Dawn Moyer
Louise Gehman O’Connell and 

James O’Connell
Paul and Alice Rush
Sharon Metzler-Ruth and Marlin Ruth
Jean Swartley and Steve Rodenberg
Linda Reinford Watson

Class of 1968
Lois Detweiler Alderfer and Wilmer 

Alderfer
David and Lois Gehman
Jean Kuhns Rissler and G. Edward 

Rissler
Marlin Ruth and Sharon Metzler-Ruth
Lois Rittenhouse Smucker and Glen 

Smucker

Class of 1969
Timothy and Evangeline Moyer 

Clemens
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Sally Rosenberger Harshbarger and 
Paul Harshbarger

Betsy Alderfer Moyer and J. Phillip 
Moyer

H. David and Myrna Moyer
Glenn and Lorraine Reinford
Rebecca Alderfer Scheetz and 

Thomas Scheetz
June Yoder Shenk and Nelson Shenk
Daniel and Janice Walter
Fern Bergey Yothers and Robert 

Yothers

Class of 1970
Janet Mininger Alderfer and John 

Alderfer
Eunice Rittenhouse Landis and J. 

Daniel Landis
Jessica Schultz Miller and Merrill 

Miller
Ruthann Detweiler Nyce and Jerald 

Nyce
Ida Reinford Proco and Greg Proco
E. Wayne and Joan Rosenberger
Marcus and Debra Rush
Feryl and Connie Alderfer Souder
Daniel Steinhauer

Class of 1971
Timothy and Sheryl Ehst
Elaine Gehman
Gordon Groff
David and Debra King
Beverly Overholt Schloneger and 

Keith Schloneger
Dale and Lisa Groff Weaver

Class of 1972
Susan Brenneman and Archie 

Vomachka
Pamela Swartzendruber Clouse and 

Randall Clouse
Donna Halteman Derstine and 

Henry Derstine
D. Daryl and Julie Derstine
R. Brent and Julia Detweiler Gotwals

Elaine Ruth Grote and Stephen Grote
Betty Derstine Kerr and Rodney Kerr
Debra Rush Kratz and Floyd Kratz
Daniel and June Kulp
Geoffrey Landis and Elizabeth 

Gunden
Geraldine Kratz Moore and Jeryl 

Moore
Steven Nyce

Class of 1973
Lynne Foesig Allbaugh
Julia Detweiler Gotwals and R. Brent 

Gotwals
David and Anita Greiser
Daryl and Barbara Rice Hackman
Esther Cassel Mast and Darrel Mast
Mary Nyce Roth and Randall Roth
Paul and Elizabeth Showalter
Wendell and Jolene Alderfer Weaver

Class of 1974
Sharon Kratz Brunner and Wayne 

Brunner
Daniel Heacock and Cynthia 

Lehman
Marjorie Rush Hovde and David 

Hovde
Diane Clemens Moyer and Glenn 

Moyer

Dennis Lamar Nice
Jolene Hunsberger Schlosser and Jack 

Schlosser
Duane and Jan Weaver
Barbara Derstine Weirich and 

Gordon Weirich

Class of 1975
Gerald and Susan Delp Derstine
Marlene Moyer Frankenfield and E. 

Dean Frankenfield
Bryan and Barbara Hunsberger
Paul and Elizabeth Cassel Kolb
Don and Kathy Freed Martin
Garland and Joan Meyers
Pattie Reinford Mishler and Dennis 

Mishler
Julia Alderfer Stauffer and Michael 

Stauffer
Lisa Groff Weaver and Dale Weaver

Class of 1976
D. Philip and Beverly Anders
Dottie Freed Baumgarten and Phil 

Baumgarten
Steven and Kathleen Hershey
Benjamin and Karen Miller Kolb
Elizabeth Cassel Kolb and Paul Kolb
John and Ruth Ann Kulp
Douglas and Joy Landis
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LeAnne Derstine Miller and Clint 
Miller

Peter and Luann Clemmer Miller
Kirk and Mary Ann Shisler
Jolene Alderfer Weaver and Wendell 

Weaver

Class of 1977
Ferne Alderfer
Philip and Evon Swartzentruber 

Bergey
Michael and Brenda Bishop
Gerald and Laura Godshall
Randy and Tammy Landis
Kathy Freed Martin and Don Martin
Jeffrey and Tracy Meyers

Class of 1978
David and Elizabeth Longacre Anders
Cecilia Good
Roland and Nancy Kolb
Michael and Diane Zook Landes
Keith Mast
Luann Clemmer Miller and Peter 

Miller
Joel and Valerie Reinford

Class of 1979
Michael and April Clemmer
Michael and B. Dawn Derstine
Peggy Gehman-Ebersole and Jon 

Ebersole
Cynthia Anders Godshall and Glenn 

Godshall
Philip and Deborah Gehman Good
Rodney and Luanne Reinford Grasse
Galen and Connie Anders 

Hunsberger
Karen Miller Kolb and Benjamin Kolb
J. Dean and Barbara Mack
Mary Lou Overholt Miller and 

Sanford Miller
Thomas and Terri Moyer
James and Kendra Rittenhouse
John and Beth Smucker

Class of 1980
Brenda Derstine Carranza and Merari 

Carranza
Rebecca Kulp Clemens and Douglas 

Clemens
Susan Alderfer Hochstetler and 

Kenneth Hochstetler
Rita Good Hoover and Kevin Hoover

Diane Zook Landes and Michael 
Landes

Class of 1981
David and Rhonda Alderfer Cassel
Sandra Derstine Detweiler and Mark 

Detweiler
Steven and Julie Detweiler 

Frankenfield
Patricia Rittenhouse Freed and Darryl 

Freed
Bronwyn Mininger Histand and 

Steven Histand
H. William and Catharine Longacre
M. Denise Post McMullen and 

Michael McMullen
Alfred and Kim Hershey Richter
Amy Rosenberger and Michael 

Zungolo
M. Thomas and Dorine Rosenberger
E. Robert and Cynthia Landes 

Schwoyer
Bradley Swope and Joellen Shaw
Craig and Judith Ann Kratz Weaver

Class of 1982
David and Lori Gross Bergey
C. Todd and Lori Derstine Bolton
Lynelle Kulp Bush and Preston Bush
Arnold and K. Marlene Gehman 

Derstine
Michael and Carol Gehman
D. Scott and Charla Bauman Landis
Mary Beth Lichty and Roger Wagoner
Joseph and Christine Musselman
Kim Hershey Richter and Alfred 

Richter
Lori Kriebel Saitta and John Saitta
Cynthia Landes Schwoyer and E. 

Robert Schwoyer

Class of 1983
Chad and Janette Benner
K. Marlene Gehman Derstine and 

Arnold Derstine
Connie Anders Hunsberger and 

Galen Hunsberger
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Berdine Mininger Leinbach and 
Steven Leinbach

Rachel Meighan-Mantha and 
Douglas Mantha

Class of 1984
Devon and Teresa Anders
Cherie Nice Evans and Edward Evans
Heidi Gehman and Kelton Cobb
Anne Richter
Lon and Sandy Swartzentruber

Class of 1985
Elizabeth Longacre Anders and David 

Anders
Rhonda Alderfer Cassel and David 

Cassel
Charla Bauman Landis and D. Scott 

Landis

Class of 1986
E. Dwane and Jennifer Lapp Balmer
Tamara Hunsberger Denlinger and 

Duval Denlinger
Douglas Moyer
Jeffrey Moyer
Carol Swartley Ulrich and Henry 

Ulrich

Class of 1987
Jennifer Lapp Balmer and E. Dwane 

Balmer
Karen Frankenfield Burkholder and 

Kenneth Burkholder
Sheila Kulp Duerksen and John 

Duerksen
Michelle Yoder Horning and Chad 

Horning
Steven and Charlotte Hunsberger
L. Brent and Rory Gahman Kolb
Jeffrey Landis and Sharon Fransen
Rachelle Leatherman Trauger and 

Gary Trauger

Class of 1988
Mark and Darla Balmer Bergey
F. Marc and Maura Derstein

John and Karen Detweiler
D. Brian and Nichole Swartley

Class of 1989
Rory Gahman Kolb and L. Brent Kolb
Charlton and Amy Wolfgang

Class of 1990
Timothy and Janice Hedrick
Jennifer Meighan Latt and Aung Latt

Class of 1991
Hans Rosenberger and Joy Lam

Class of 1992
Joanna Bergey Shisler and Jay Shisler

Class of 1993
Chad and Jennifer Goshow Lacher

Class of 1994
Nathanael and Brooke Clemmer
Joann Hunsberger and Matthew 

Kanagy
Tracy Landis Landis and Eric Landis

Class of 1995
Laura Moyer Cantwell and Michael 

Cantwell
Dara Nyce Loux and Derek Loux
Rebecca Ann Nice

Class of 1997
Joshua and Natasha Hackman 

Alderfer
Jonathan and Kimberly Landes 

Bergey
David and Michelle Guengerich

Class of 1998
Erica Landis Merrill and Jesse Merrill
Gregory and Regan Leatherman 

Weikel

Class of 2000
Darren Bisbort

Class of 2001
Jennifer Moyer Landis and Chris 

Landis
Erin Price Saunders and Robert 

Saunders
Lisa Ehst Shank and Joel Shank
Steven and Nichele York

Class of 2003
Ryan and Jennifer Detweiler
Douglas and Molly Hackman

Class of 2004
Abigail Mininger McMullen and 

David McMullen
Samuel Ruth

Class of 2007
Maura Hanlon
Nathan and Kelsy Weaver

Class of 2010
Chad Clemens and Courtney 

McCoach
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Income

Expenses

2016-2017 Financials

Tuition	 $5,771,297

Church	Partnerships		 $2,606,765

Fees	 $572,686

Generated	Revenue	 $850,645

Contributions	and	Gifts	 $590,532

Food	Services	 $344,698

Advancement	Activities		 $584,695

Fitness	Center		 $40,433

Investments	 $162,137

Total	Revenue		 $11,523,888

Salaries	&	Benefits	 $7,718,235

Financial	Aid	 $1,074,455

Campus	Operations		 $556,929

Administration	 $552,801

Instructional	Support	 $697,360

Inter-school	Athletics	 $168,643

Food	Services	 $220,087

Organized	Activities	 $144,473

Other	 $63,363

Total	Expenses		 $11,196,346
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Thank you to the following friends and businesses for their support 
of Dock through direct gifts, gifts of service, and sponsorship.  

David and Joan Addley
Ahold Financial Services
Gladys Alderfer
A. James and Ruth Alderfer
Sanford A. Alderfer
Gladys Alderfer
Marie Allebach
Loraine Allebach
Amazon Smile Foundation
Harlan and Jean Anders
Catherine Anders
Richard and Marilyn Anderson
Anonymous
Harry and Donna Anselmo
Thomas and Dana Antrobus
Asset Planning Services, Ltd.
Patricia and Jason Baker
Steven Banford and Christine Fenn
Bergey’s Inc.
Elaine Bergey
Henry Bergey
J. Philip and Betty Bergstresser
Crucita Berrios
Rhoda Bishop
Robert and Sharon Bishop
Charles and Faye Bolton
Charlotte Bowman
Box Tops for Education
E. David and Audris Bradford
Grace Brenneman
Stephen and Tara Brown
Edward and Lucy Brubaker
Joseph Butch
Jonathan and Stacey Carson
Michael and Anna Castagna
Christopher and Sonal Christian
Matthew and Diana Clark
Class of 2017
Donella and R. Wayne Clemens
Brian and Sandra Clemens

M. Scott and Diane Clemens
Clair and Arlayne Clemens
Emily Clemens
Anabella Silvermoon Clemmer
Lake Clemmer
LeRoy and Doreen Clemmer
Barry Cohick
Juanita Anne Cohick
Reginald and Nancy Constanzer
Cornerstone Masonry Contractors, 

LLC
Jennifer and Daniel Crissman
George DeGeorge and Diana Burgos
Joseph and Mary Louise Dell’Olio
Jeremiah Denlinger and Kristine 

Widders
Stanley and Nedra Denlinger
Maxine Derstine
Vernon and Miriam Derstine
Elaine and Merril Derstine
Verna Mae Mae Detweiler
David and Sandy Dise
Richard and Sheryl Duerksen
Eden Bridge Foundation
Felton Family Limited Partnership
Richard Fletcher
Anthony and Janet Foderaro
Valerie and Michael Ford
Kathylee Forrester and Edward 

Johnson
Calvin and Wendy Fox
Earl and Irene Frankenfield
Herbert and Janet Frederick
Howard Freed
Sarah Jeane Fretz
Jennifer June Fujita
Jerome and Joan Gangwer
Dana and Karen Gehman
Ronald and Merle Lee Geib
Mary Louise Gerhard

John and Melissa Godfrey
Honorable Robert Godshall
Jay and Kathy Gordon
William Gotwals
Kenneth Gouldey
Kevin and Leslie Gouldey
Paul and Joan Gourley
Lisa Graham
Willard and Gladys Grasse
Joan and Bruce Grega
Beverly and Galen Guengerich
James and Suzanne Gunden
Norman and Betty Hackman
Betty Hackman
Jeffrey and Rose Hackman
Robert and Susan Hadden
Harold and Marilyn Halteman
Kenneth and Stephanie Hansell
Harleysville Bank
Todd and Laural Harper
Lester and Sara Heacock
P. Scott Heckler
Robert and Glory Heim
Michael and Patricia Herm
Maureen Killian Hickey
Dolores Howell
Harry and Irma Hull
Kathryn and John Hunsberger
Elizabeth Hunsberger
John and Marcia Hunsberger
Philip and Joanmarie Intelisano
Jen-Tech Systems
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Sally Kauffman
S. Duane Kauffman
Jonathan and Michele Keach
Richard Leo Keach
Helen Keller
Ruth Keller
Allan Roy and Lynne Kelton

Friends Support Dock

Bold type indicates gifts of $1000 or more
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Kathryn and Timothy Kennel
James King
Mark and Jean Kolb
Dorothy Kratz
Kratz Enterprises, Inc.
The Kula Foundation
Linwood Alderfer Kulp Jr.
Jack and Diana Kustra
Gregory and Ellen Lacher
Lacher Family Limited Partnership
Rosemary and Michael Lambright
Larry and Connie Landis
E. Jean Landis
Clayton Landis
Larry and Connie Landis
Donald and Kathleen Landis
Kevin and Patti Landis
Arlin and Janet Lapp
James Lapp and Miriam Book
Patrick and Carol Lawlor
Thomas and Nancy Lawrence
D. Barry and Anna Lederach
Patricia Lewis
Donald and Jennica Lewis
Libra Systems
Lifetouch National School Studios, Inc.
Living Branches Community
Kenneth and Cynthia Longacre
Cora Longacre
Longacre Family Charitable Fund
Joseph and Carolyn Marinko
Janet Martin
Richard McCloskey and Kelle Heim-

McCloskey
William and Rachel McKernan
Mennonite Historians of Eastern PA
Merck Foundation
Merck Partnership for Giving
Joseph and Alissa Messina
Harvey and Anna Meyers
Evelyn Meyers
Eunice Miller
H. Ray and Nancy Mininger
Steady and Kelly Moono

Richard and Dawn Moore
Morgan Stanley
David and Melody Moyer
Chad and Trina Moyer
Richard and Fern Moyer
Elizabeth Moyer
Elaine and David Moyer
Edwin and Palma Moyer
Merrill and Nancy Moyer
Glen and Donna Moyer
Moyer Realty
Grace Freed Muscarella
Laurie Naylor
Kevin and Linda Nice
Francis and Kathryn Norrett
Russell and Michelle O’Rourke
Suren and Grace Pakhtigian
Pfizer Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
Robert and Alice Phillips
Joyce and Ronald Price
Thomas and Rebekah Putera
Robert and Melissa Quirk
Pablo and Jaselyn Ramos
Victor and Esther Rampogu
Rina and Paul Rampogu
Daniel and Cleta Reinford
Royden Rittenhouse
J. Philip and Linda Rittenhouse
Norman Rittenhouse
Sean and Wendy Roberts
Rockford Real Estate Partnership LP
Marcus Rosenberger
Alfred Rotelle
Wayne and Debbie Rotelle
Richard and Ethel Rush
Vernon and Janet Ruth
Eleanor Ruth
Robert and Regina Rutt
Sanford Alderfer Companies
Franklin and Mae Schaffer
David and Bonnie Schirk
Cathleen and George Schmidt
Andrew and Agnesmarie Schmidt

Pearl Schrack
Lorraine Schwoyer
James and Brenda Sears
Joan Seitzinger
Edith Pauline Sell
Fran Sheaffer
James and Brenda Shelly
Marie Shisler
Shoparoo
T.C. and J.C. Smeland
Louis and Edwina Smith
Donald and Elizabeth Smith
Andrew and Melissa Smith
Ronald and Shirley Souder
Charles and Tammy Sprague
Edgar and Mary Stauffer
James and Joanne Stewart
Sustainable Solutions Corporation
Joy Sutter
Conrad and Sharon Swartzentruber
Robert Swintosky and Virginia Smith-

Swintosky
Lois Thomas
James and Karen Tomlinson
Joseph and Lori Tropea
Kenneth Truscott
Warren and Linda Tyson
Univest
Walter Unruh
Varsity News Network Inc.
Bernard and Nancy Wallerich
Douglas and Claire Wanamaker
Donald and Shirley Wanamaker
Weaver, Reckner & Reinhart Dental 

Associates
Matthew and Sharon Wenzel
Martin Wiens
Clyde and Beth Ann Wierwille
Wanda Wilcke
Tammy and Alexander Williams
Susan Wolske
Kenneth and Joan Wurst
Ruth Yoder
Jonathan and Theresa Zeller
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Church Support

Ambler Mennonite Church
Blooming Glen Mennonite Church
Covenant Community Fellowship
Deep Run East Mennonite Church
Boyertown Mennonite Church
Franconia Mennonite Church
Grace Mennonite Church

Hopewell Christian Fellowship
Line Lexington Mennonite Church
Methacton Mennonite Church
Perkiomenville Mennonite Church
Plains Mennonite Church
Rockhill Mennonite Church
Rocky Ridge Mennonite Church

Salem Mennonite Church
Salford Mennonite Church
Souderton Mennonite Church
Swamp Mennonite Church
Towamencin Mennonite Church
Vincent Mennonite Church
Zion Mennonite Church

We are grateful for the ways churches partner with Dock to provide tuition assistance for Dock 
students.  Twenty-one churches provided gifts and tuition support through congregational education and 
scholarship plans.  

Estate Gifts
Gifts received through these estates were placed in the Endowment for Educational Programs and Financial Aid.

Estate of Warren Alderfer
Estate of Curtis and Esther Bergey
Estate of Grace S. Bergey
Estate of Ernest and Eva Godshall

Estate of Robert S. Gotwals
Estate of Richard Gulick
Estate of Sarah Hedrick
Estate of Amanda Kratz

Estate of Richard E. Leatherman
Estate of Harold and Myrtle Mininger
Estate of Dorothy K. Nice

PA Tax Credit Programs
The following businesses redirected their tax dollars to Dock’s scholarship program through the PA 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) and the Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit 
Program (OSTC).  A total of $323,230 was directed through the program for tuition assistance.

Aetna
Alderfer Poultry Farm
Bergey’s Electric
Landis, Hunsberger, Gingrich, and Weik
CD Baker Insurance, Inc.
CHL Systems
Cornerstone Masonry
Delaware Valley Family Business
Derstine’s Foods

Eagles Peak Spring Water
Franconia Insurance and Financial Services
Weimer Group
Goodville Mutual Casualty
Heacock Lumber
J.P. Mascaro
KKL Properties
Kratz Enterprises/Good Plumbing & Heating
Lacher & Associates

Perkiomen Motorcoach
Richard B. Souder Masonry
Travel Haus
Universal Health Services of PA, Inc.
Univest Corporation
Vision Video

Support for Dock



continued from page 12

Creative Writing
1st  —  Lauren Ness (12) 
2nd  — Gianna DePaul (10)
3rd  —  Heidi Hackman (12)

Culinary
1st  —  Macy Balmer (11)
2nd  — tie: Audrey Schweizerhof (11), 
  Melea Ruth and Abbie Woods (12)
3rd  —  tie: Adam Suter (9), Rachel Jin (10)

Fabric Arts
1st  —  Abby Morgan (11) 
2nd  —  tie: Addison Schweizerhof (11), Carissa Derstine (10)
3rd  —  tie: Cassidy Williams (9), Sophia Breslin and Abby Nice (12)

Photography
1st  —  Serena Tan (9)
2nd  —  Aya Berry (11)
3rd  —  Claudia Zhang (11)

Arts 
Day
2018 2018 Winners

continued on next page

Photos
1— Senior Alex Martin sang a crowd favorite, “Bring 
Him Home,” from the Broadway hit Les Miserables, 
accompanied by Mikayla Frederick (violin) and Lauren 
Ness (piano).

2 & 6— There was a 2nd place tie in the culinary arts 
category between junior Audrey Schweizerhof’s beautiful 
homemade Italian bread and the homey PBJ sandwich plate 
created by seniors Abby Woods and Melea Ruth.

3— Freshman Serena Tan won 1st prize in the photography 
category for her beautiful black and white photos.

4— Arts Day emcees Mrs. Rauch and Ms. Brown, who 
between them have been part of 50 Arts Days during their 
careers, shared some of their favorite Arts Day moments. 
For Ms. Brown, an Arts Day 1992 rendition of The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight stood out; Mrs. Rauch said the sight of then-
sophomore Seth Reynolds (’12) holding up his cat during 
The Circle of Life during Arts Day 2010 was etched in her 
memory. 
5— Sophomore boys—Jonathan Anderson, Miguel 
Santiago, Calvin Derstein, Christian Rush, Micah Kratz, 
Chase Gambol, and Braden Landis, with Brian Hand 
on piano—made ‘em swoon with their rendition of 

OneRepublic’s “Come Home.” The performance 
won the group 1st place in the People’s Choice 
Awards.

7 — Senior Marques 
Brockington hosted an 
episode of Dock’s Funniest 
Home Videos—and the 
audience loved it.

8— “Rainbow,” a vocal 
performed by juniors Jenny 
Chen, Kasey Cai, Caesar 

Kang, and Peter Liang, 
was the second place 
People’s Choice Award 
winner.

1
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Visual Arts
1st  —  Risu Ha (11)
2nd —  Claudia Zhang (Jong) (11)
3rd  —  tie: Shaina Freeman (11), 
  Kimberly Li (12)

Technology
1st  —  Grade 10 
2nd —  Grade 11
3rd  —  Grade 12

People’s Choice
1st  —  “Come Home” (10) 
2nd —  “Rainbow” (11)
3rd  —  “Summer” (9)

Final Overall Scores:
1st  —  11th grade
2nd —  12th grade
3rd  —  10th grade

Arts 
Day
2018

Photos
9— Junior Risu Ha received 1st prize in the visual art 
category for her rich portrait of home life in her native 
China.

10— Freshmen Lindsey Gouldey (left) and Laura 
Frederick entertained with Abbott & Costello’s “Who’s 
On First.”

11— The violin and piano instrumental “Summer,” 
performed by freshmen Moon Hu and Spark Wu, was 
voted third place in the People’s Choice awards.

12— Macy Balmer scored big points for the juniors 
(and everyone who tasted it) with her Classic Coconut 
Layer Cake—worthy of a 1st place ribbon in the 
culinary arts category. 
13 & 16— The cast of the junior drama, “Home Sweet 
Old Home” got plenty of laughs: Christine Chen, Jenny 
Chen, Ben Graham, Mikayla Martin, Adam Choi, Matt 
Lacek, and Alexa Kennel. The original script, written 
by Kennel and Aya Berry, tells the story of a crotchety 
senior (Lacek) whose heart softens after a grim medical 
diagnosis.

14 — Something you just don’t see enough of on the 
Dock stage: an accordion. But we did on Arts Day, 
thanks to Calvin Gao and Sebastian Hou, who played 
and sang a song about their home in China called 
“Baihualing.”

15— Juniors Laura 
Bergey, Connor 
Derstine, Nicole Ford, 
Bryce Kauffman, Jeremy 
Moyer, and Steve 
Seachrist got their 
Southern rock on during 
a rendition of the Lynyrd 
Skynyrd song, “Sweet 
Home Alabama.”

10

9

11

12

13

14

15 16

Online extras
More photos are available on the 
Arts Day page at dock.org, while 
a complete video playlist can be 

found on the Dock channel 
on YouTube.
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ALL SCHOOL 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS
StudentS Soar 
at Science Fair

At the 2018 Montgomery County Science Research Competition, Dock middle 
school students took 1st place in two categories, 2nd place in two categories, 3rd 
place in two categories, and earned three honorable mentions and more than 
$1,000 in cash prizes. Five students will move on to the Delaware Valley Science 
Fair in April. Dock fell shy of the 1st place school award by just four points—
motivation for next year!  

The Grades 9-12 Campus was represented by the Breslin sisters. Sophia Breslin 
was awarded 1st place in the Chemistry category for grade 12. She also received a 
chemistry award from Almac ($50), the Montgomery County Perseverance Award 
for 2nd overall cumulative score for all years competing in Science Fair ($100), and 
the Biophysics Award ($100). Sydney Breslin won 3rd place in Chemistry for grade 
11. Both girls will compete in the Delaware Valley Science Fair. Congratulations 
to all of our award-winning students!

Middle School Science Fair Awards

Category 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Behavioral Laurel Latt Sophia Messina Emma Celenza
Biochemistry Katherine Wenzel Allison Delp Sophia Kim
Botany Zachary Frederick Maddy Lewis Haley Harper
Chemistry Anna Smith Celeste Derstine
Computer Hansen Smith Simon Hershberger
Earth/Space Julia Zeng Rachel Edenfield
Engineering Jonathan Alderfer Tyler Derstein Avi Stemler
Environmental Pi’ikea Fujita Carter Jagiela
Family/Consumer Tanner Frankenfield Blake Yoder Jenna Moyer
Mathematics Keturah Landis
 Abigail Reichley
Medicine and Health Lydia Hwang Nicole Walters Olivia Zaskoda
Microbiology Luke Yetter Lydia Longacre Benjamin Longacre
Physics Micah Mast Tim Brown Sophia Lacher
Zoology Asa Stemler Max Zhang Trinity Landis

The following students won Best Overall Board for their grade:
•	 Carter Jagiela (8)
•	 Allison Delp (7)
•	 Anna Smith (6)

The DaVinci Award (best combination of art and science): Simon Hershberger

The Harry Anselmo Excellence in Science Award: 
•	 6th grade: Anna Smith
•	 7th grade: Zachary Frederick
•	 8th grade: (tie) Laurel Latt and Keturah Landis/Abigail Reichley

EC-Grade 8 Science Teacher Mrs. Lisa Reichley (right) with 
some of Dock’s MCSRC winners, including (l to r) Maddie 
Lewis, Abigail Reichley, Keturah Landis, Emma Celenza, 

and Simon Hershberger.

Sydney (left) and Sophia Breslin with 
Grades 9-12 science teacher 

Mrs. Kellena Smith.

dock unveilS “new” 
athletic identity
Dock Mennonite Academy has unveiled an 
updated athletic identity, and it will be at 
once completely familiar and yet brand new 
for students and alumni. Over the last year, 
the athletics, marketing, and admissions 
teams at Dock have worked to discern what 
the school’s athletic identity should be 
going forward, with a goal to strengthen our 
marketing efforts in the athletic arena. 

The “new” brand was revealed to the Dock 
community during chapels on February 14. 
“Dock has been known as the Pioneers from 
the moment we began competing in athletics 
in the mid-1960s,” said Athletic Director Tim 
Ehst. “The new logo preserves the positive 
associations so many of our former student-
athletes carry with them, but infuses the 
brand with new energy that captures our 
passion to compete at the highest levels.”

The rebranding process began with a survey 
that was sent to parents, alumni, coaches, 
faculty, and students to determine whether 
we should move forward with our existing 
athletic identity or select a new one. A strong 
majority of survey respondents indicated that 
Dock should continue to be the Pioneers. 
Based on this feedback, the school began 
working with designers on updated branding, 
and a variety of alternatives were tested 
with parents, alumni, coaches, faculty, and 
students. The branding ultimately selected 
rated well with all constituent groups. 

“I have appreciated the leadership of 
Tim Ehst in this process,” said Director of 
Admissions Doug Hackman (’03). “He has 
helped ensure that our athletic department 
represents who we are and what we value 
as a school, in particular emphasizing the 
importance of sportsmanship and how 
lessons learned on the field translate to who 
we are when we leave this place.” 

The Dock community will begin seeing the 
new identity being used in a variety of ways, 
including our athletics website, t-shirts, gym 
floors, and as a springboard to creating a 
mascot that will build enthusiasm and energy 
at “big games” and other events.
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hen to hearth claSS comeS Full circle
Middle school students 
recently had the opportunity 
to participate in a unique 
educational experience. The 
most collaborative class yet 
taught in the “Off the Grid 
Series,” Hen to Hearth students 
met in late October at the 
Mennonite Heritage Center to 
butcher and process a dozen 
chickens. Hatched by 3rd 
graders last spring from eggs contributed by Dr. Swartzentruber and then raised by 
science teacher Mr. Brandon Longacre, the chickens were delivered to the center 
early on a Saturday morning. The workshop was led by former science teacher 
Mr. Harry Anselmo and assisted by teachers Mrs. Melanie Baker and Mrs. Alice 
Keppley.

In subsequent lessons taught by Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Keppley on the EC-8 campus, 
the students learned about the different types of chicken breeds, how to make a dart 
toy from a feather and corn cob, attempted writing and drawing with a wing feather, 
created sgraffito eggs, and made a variety of tasty foods, all using the meat from the 
chickens. They even got to taste Asian chicken feet and gizzards!

Items from this class are being saved for a most unusual 
offering for this year’s Country Fair and Auction on May 
18-19. We will auction off a basket containing 2 quarts 
of traditional PA Dutch chicken corn soup with rivels, 
2 quarts of pulled chicken, 3 dart toys, a sgraffito egg 
created by Mrs. Baker, all the recipes, a photograph of 
the class, and the much-coveted CD of Fowlharmonic 
music! Don’t miss the opportunity to bid on this one-of-a-kind auction item!

EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

the buSieSt 100-year-oldS around
Kindergarten and first grade teachers and students dressed up as 100-year-olds and 
celebrated the 100th day of school together. Students took part in fun activities 
including book reading, cup stacking to 100, counting games to 100, and others. 
Students also got ‘hands-on’ with a STEM activity that included building snowballs 
with marshmallows and toothpicks. These are the busiest 100-year-olds around!

1St graderS 
build compound 
wordS

In Language Arts, Mrs. Trish Landis’s 
1st grade students identified, created, 
and determined the meaning of 
compound words using “Compound 
Construction,” a rigorous, play-based 
program that 
kept the crew 
of first graders 
active and 
asking for 
more. The 
kids learned 
through an 
exciting, 
hands-on 
experience.
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EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

olympic excitement 
at ec-grade 8 
campuS
Olympic 
fever was 
high on the 
EC-Grade 8 
Campus in 
February as 
elementary 
students 
kicked off 
the Winter 
Olympics with a “Parade of Nations” 
through the hallways of the school, 
cheered on by our Middle School 
students. At the end of the parade, a 
short ceremony was held to observe the 
lighting of the Olympic “torch.” Physical 
Education classes taught by Mrs. Cheryl 
Ryder and Mrs. Jayne Landis Longacre 
that week “morphed” into various 
winter Olympic events. See more great 
photos and a video at dock.org

have you Seen 
dock’S new blog, 
the window?

From a preview of our All-School 
Service Project, “Partnering with 
Puerto Rico,” to a nostalgic look at 
Valentine’s Day through the eyes of 
our elementary students, our blog 
offers an exclusive peek inside the 
hallways and classrooms at Dock. 
Read The Window to learn more!

5th graderS plan a “buddy bench”
During the second quarter, Mrs. 
Kelly Kratz’s 5th grade students 
considered the question, “How 
can we help to improve our 
school?” The recess playground 
seemed to be the best area to 
focus on. Students researched 
how to help solve recess problems 
by looking up key phrases like 
“loneliness at recess.” The buzz 
in our classroom grew as students 
started reading about this idea 
called a “buddy bench.” 

Work began immediately on 
gathering information about how we could actually get a buddy bench 
on our playground. Because students would need to convince the school 
administration, we looked for strong evidence to demonstrate real benefits. 
The 5th graders surveyed the elementary students to find out how many 
students had ever felt lonely while playing at recess. The next step was to 
write a letter to school leaders convincing them that the 5th graders could 
make this work. Students wrote in teams, edited individually, and worked as 
a class to put the finishing touches on the letter. We also worked to tie this 
research and planning into our Bible curriculum, which focuses on being a 
welcoming community.

Students developed a presentation for chapel in which they taught students to 
notice people that feel sad. The 5th graders shared a modern rendition of the 
Good Samaritan story at chapel as an introduction to the buddy bench (see 
photo, above). Students are now planning the next steps for getting the buddy 
bench to our playground!

mom’S market new at country Fair & 
auction thiS year

Dock is hosting a Mom’s Market as a new 
feature of the 2018 Country Fair & Auction on 
Saturday, May 19, from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon. 
This is a great opportunity to pick up gently 
used children’s clothing, toys and more at 
steep discounts. Reserve your table TODAY 
for the all NEW Mom’s Market—table space is 
limited and spots are filling up fast. Whether 
you’re buying or selling, you don’t want to 
miss the Mom’s Market at this year’s CFA!
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EC to Grade 8 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

do your kidS have 
Summer camp 
planS?

Dock 
Mennonite 
Academy has 
announced 
its Summer 
Camp lineup 
for 2018, 
and there is 
something to 
capture the 
imagination 
of every 
child, from 
sports, art and 
STEM camps 
to culinary, 
camping, and rockin’ recreation. 
Many camps fill up early, so plan 
your summer schedule and register 
NOW!
See complete camp information at 
dock.org/camps…and tell a friend!

7th grader winS 
mS Spelling bee

Congratulations to 7th grade student 
Trinity Landis (above, with Middle 
School English teachers Mrs. Hillary 
Kotecki and Mrs. Kaci Hunsberger) on 
winning the 2018 Dock Middle School 
Spelling Bee! Trinity’s winning word was 
“labyrinthine.” Trinity will now take a 
written test to qualify for regionals.

the third time 
iS the charm!

After two 
postponements 
due to snow, 
Dock’s 
“Partnering with 
Puerto Rico” fundraiser was finally held 
on April 4—and it was worth the wait! 
With excellent participation from the 
entire Dock community, we exceeded our 
goal of $10,000 to help our sister school, 
Academia Menonita Betania, rebuild after 
heavy damage from Hurricane Maria. 
Thank you to everyone who helped plan 
and support this event! Look for more 
coverage online at dock.org/puertorico

microSoFt Stem 
night

Microsoft joined with Dock on March 
9 to bring the magic of coding and 
Minecraft to our students on the EC-
Grade 8 Campus! About 70 students 
and their parents enjoyed a fun-
filled evening of building, creating, 
and problem-solving, including a 
Minecraft Build Challenge, learning 
how to code using Minecraft’s 
MakeCode platform, and a Creation 
Station where students could design 
their own school using supplied 
materials. Microsoft representatives 
were on hand to lead and guide 
students in the stations.

The Holy Smokes—l to r, Derek Cassel ’14, Kurt 
Clemens ’19, Connor Derstine ‘19, Andrew Landis 
’04, and Anthony Detweiler—were Dodgeball 
tournament champs, doing their part to get us to 
our $10,000 goal for the fundraiser. Go to dock.
org/puertorico for more photos and video!
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Grades 9 to 12 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS
touring choir 
SeaSon underway

Dock Mennonite Academy’s 2018 Touring 
Choir season is underway. The choir’s 
2018 theme is, “The Road Home.” The 
oil painting that provides the cover for 
this year’s program (above) was created 
by Daniel Kabakjian, Class of 2018. The 
Touring Choir’s itinerary (below) can also be 
found on the choir’s web page at dock.org.

Touring Choir Spring 2018 Itinerary

April 15 — 10:30 am
Nueva Vida Norristown 

New Life Mennonite Church 
April 22 — 9:30 am

Souderton Mennonite Church
May 6 — 10:15 am

Franconia Mennonite Church
May 16 — 7:00 pm

Dock Spring Concert, 7:00 pm
May 20 — 10:15 am

Perkiomenville Mennonite Church
May 22 — 2:00 pm

Dock Woods Community
June 3 — 9:30 am

Blooming Glen Mennonite Church 
June 3 — 7:00 pm

Zion Mennonite Church 
June 9 — 6:00 pm

Dock Commencement 
June 12-28 — European Tour

three queStionS to 
aSk about Social 
media

If you are looking for a way to have a 
meaningful conversation with your child 
about social media, then you may want to 
watch our Grades 9-12 chapel on March 5, 
featuring Jon Carlson, pastor of Forest Hills 
Mennonite Church in Leola, PA. Jon led 
our students in a concise examination of current social media practice, asking 
students to answer three key questions:

1. Who’s the boss? Are you in charge of your social media—or is it mastering 
you?

2. What do you see? If social media is a tool that can be used for good or for 
harm, how are YOU using it? 

3. What’s next? Your generation will make policy and determine what’s 
acceptable and what’s harmful when it comes to social media and other forms 
of technology. The formative patterns in students’ lives right now will have 
tremendous implications, and consequences, down the road.
Jon’s presentation was relevant and provocative; it would be an excellent jumping 
off point for more in-depth discussions with your teenager about their use of 
social media.

Facebook Alert: Access the chapel presentation from our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/DockMennoniteAcademy, where you can also 
link to the video that Jon used to kick off his presentation.

culture club celebrateS 
chineSe new year

Dock’s grade 9 to 12 Culture Club held a jaozi (dumpling) making party 
on February 20 to celebrate the Chinese and Korean New Year. Students 
prepared batches of filling, stuffed them in dumpling skins, and prepared 
dipping sauces. In 2018, the first day of the Lunar New Year was on Friday, 
February 16, initiating the Year of the Dog. The New Year festival typically 

lasts for 
days, and 
making 
dumplings 
is a 
common 
way for 
Koreans 
and 
Chinese to 
celebrate.
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Grades 9 to 12 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

kratz winS national indoor 200m title
The story of Austin Kratz’s winter indoor 
track season has been one of continuous 
improvement. His times in the 60M and 200M 
have fallen steadily, and on Sunday, March 
11, on his biggest stage yet, Austin improved 
once again—and brought home a gold medal 
from the New Balance Nationals. In the 
championship final of the 200M, Austin ran 
a scorching 21.01 to win the indoor national 
championship. It was a new personal record 
for Austin as well as a new Pennsylvania state 
record—breaking the 21.04 he set just a few 
weeks prior at the SPIRE Invitational in Ohio. 

Austin’s time also catapulted him to the U.S. all-time #8 indoor position.

The race was a testament to Kratz’s drive and determination. After the first 100 
meters, Austin trailed Eric Allen of Bullis High School in Potomac, MD, and it 
looked like he would have to settle for second. But with 60 meters to go, the 
Dock senior seemed to make up his mind that he wasn’t going to lose the race—
he found another gear and surged past Allen at the finish for the win.
Austin’s come-from-behind gold medal in the 200M almost made us forget that 
just an hour earlier, he captured a bronze medal in the 60M dash, with a time of 
6.75 seconds—just off his PR of 6.73 in that event. Congratulations Austin!

dock SendS Four to diStrict choir
Congratulations to (l 
to r, above) Miguel 
Santiago, Isaac Longacre, 
Alexa Kennel, and Ryan 
Kratz (with Dock Choir 
Director Ms. Emily Grimes), 
who represented Dock in 
the Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association District 
11 Choir this year. These students went through an intense audition in the fall, 
and scored high enough to rank in the top 160 singers from 40 schools in our 
area. They participated in the District 11 Choral Festival in January, preparing 
12 different choral pieces under the direction of Lawrence Doebler, Director of 
Choral Activities at the Ithaca College School of Music (NY). 
During the District Choir Festival, students re-auditioned for the opportunity 
to move on to the next level: Regional Choir. We are happy to announce 
that Isaac Longacre ranked among the best choral singers in our region and 
participated in the Regional choral festival. Congratulations to Isaac and all of 
our District Choir members!

StudentS compete in 
Stem tournament

On February 23, Dock math teacher Mr. 
Dana Gehman took five students to the 
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit to 
compete in a regional STEM competition. 
The students were tasked to research and 
design a device that could make the quality 
of life better for citizens of Pennsylvania. 
Our team created a crystal cell battery, 
made from common household materials, 
that was tested to last up to 10 years. Our 
team of students was comprised of (l to r, 
below) Dan Nixon (12), Thomas Schreiber 
(10), Dalton Moore (10), Laura Frederick 
(9), and Serena Tan (9).

The second phase of the day was a 
workshop for the students to play with a 
programmable robot called Sphero. Our 
school was split into two teams, and each 
team had to create an obstacle course 
for the other team to navigate their robot 
through. The last session was called Project 
in a Box. Each school was given a box 
of materials and given the task to create 
a “vehicle” that would be self-propelled. 
The teams would be judged on how well 
they worked together, and which team’s 
vehicle traveled the farthest. The students 
did a great job coming up with ideas and 
working together on a tight deadline. A 
couple of times their idea didn’t work, 
and they were able to adapt and come up 
with a new plan. In the end, our “vehicle” 
traveled the farthest out of all four schools!32 



Grades 9 to 12 
CAMPUS 

HAPPENINGS

Sophomore winS pi 
day conteSt

A total of 29 students 
competed in Math teacher Mr. 
Dana Gehman’s annual Pi 
Day Contest, to see who could 
memorize the most decimal 
places of the number for Pi. 
The winner was sophomore 
Catrah Mann, who memorized 
Pi out to 173 decimal places 
and earned the Pi Day prize of 
a giant cookie. Other top finishers included 
Zizhuo Liang (150), Moon Hu (117), Sara 
Kennel (110), and Dalton Moore (86).

Catch up on all the news and events from 
both campuses at dock.org/newsroom

See the winter athletic 
award winners on the 

Dock Athletics 
web site at 

dockathletics.org

roboticS team oFF to a Strong Start

Robotics faculty advisor Mrs. Gail Anderson reports some exciting 
developments as Dock’s winter Robotics season gets underway.

Dock Robotics Team 777A (juniors, left l to 
r, Leo He, Matt Lacek, and Liam Gingrich) 
piloted a substitute bot to a strong finish at the 
New Foundations Charter School Tournament 
on January 20 in Northeast Philadelphia. The 
tournament featured 20 teams. Our team did 
not have their planned robot completed, so 
we decided to take a basic “clawbot” which 

another team had completed and go “for the learning experience.” Team 
777A started the day by winning their first match, which gave them an 
early lead, a position they held position for most of the morning. The team 
ended up 4th overall, which made them an alliance leader and gave them 
entry to the quarterfinals. Congratulations Team 777A! 

Dock Robotics competes on the Vex Robotics platform, and Mrs. Anderson 
applied recently for Dock to beta test Vex’s new system—and we were 
chosen! Dock will receive a free V5 Beta Program to play with and provide 
feedback on. “We’re excited to test out their overhauled microprocessing 
system for the robots and open up the world of beta testing to our robotics 
teams,” said Mrs. Anderson.

lukenS clock donated to dock
Part of Dock Mennonite Academy’s history dates back to 1703 when Jan Lucken, 
a Dutch Mennonite who converted to Quakerism, acquired a 500-acre tract of 
woodland. Jan’s son, Abraham Lucken, erected a log house beside a stream on this 
land. In 1805, a new homestead was built, which is now Detweiler House.

A descendant of Jan, Ted Lukens (notice the change in spelling) has donated a 
Lukens family clock to Dock Mennonite Academy. This tall case clock was built by 
Henry Gottschalk, circa 1750-1765, of New Britain, PA, and has been passed down 
through generations of Lukens. The clock is made of walnut with a brass dial of 
Roman and Arabic numerals. The clock is in the “living room” of Detweiler House, 
and you are invited to come by and see this beautiful gift. We are extremely grateful 
to the Lukens family for their generosity in allowing us to preserve an important part 
of our shared history.

Ted Lukens (left) and his son Alan pose with the new clock 
after delivering it to Detweiler House in December. 33 



ALUMNI 
NOTES

STEM is the focus for 
Homecoming 2018

1980
Gary Histand and his wife Carla will be 
moving in August to Guangzhou, China to 
teach at universities there. Gary spent the 
last 16 years teaching chemistry at Bethel 
College in North Newton, KS. Carla will 
be teaching oral English at the South China 
Agricultural University and Gary will be 
teaching chemistry and scientific English at 
the International School of Materials Science.

1999
Erin (McAvinney) Buchanan and her 
husband Ian welcomed Isaac Christopher 
Buchanan on March 29, 2017. They reside 
in Eagleville, PA.

2005
Isaac and Laura (Price) Martin (’06) 
welcomed triplets, Eli, Jeremiah, and Layla, 
on May 12, 2017.

2007
Maura Hanlon graduated from Widener 
University with a Doctorate of Psychology 
(PsyD) and a Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA). She is currently 
completing a post-doctoral fellowship at the 
Department of Behavioral Health for the City 
of Philadelphia.

Class of 1977 Reunion
The Class of 1977 gathered at the Rising 
Sun Inn in Telford on October 14, with 32 
classmates attending.  The class honored 
three of its members who are no longer with 
us by holding photos of them for the class 
picture (right). There was much reminiscing 
and laughing, with memories shared of 
classes, teachers, and spring forensics.  

First row (l to r): Joy Meyers Lapp, Laura Earussi 
Tracy (Holding a photo remembering Christine 
Kolb Balmer), Grace Freed Halama, Ruthann 
Hunsberger Moyer, Kathy Jones. Second row: 
Phil Bergey, Dan King, Nancy Graybill Landis, 

Evelyn Guntz Maust, Betsy Hay Moyer, 
Donna Dittus Massey, Mike Bishop, Jerry 

➣ Renee (Gehman) Miller (’02) died on Thursday, January 11, 
after a long battle with cancer. She was 34. Born January 10, 
1984, she was the oldest daughter of Dennis and Sharon (Moyer) 
Gehman. Renee’s passions included learning, music, writing, 
children, Christian education, and family. She grew up attending 
Salford Mennonite Church in Harleysville, where many of these 
passions were fostered. After graduating from Dock, she attended 
Gordon College and studied Music and English Language & Literature. After college she served 
a year with Mennonite Central Committee in Hanoi, Vietnam, then came home to study for her 
English as a Second Language teaching certification. 
 She began attending Vincent Mennonite Church in Spring City after marrying Anthony 
Miller (’02) in 2011. Renee was an ESL teacher in the Souderton School District before taking 
maternity leave, and eventually becoming sick. During her illness Renee experienced the love 
of God like never before through the outpouring of love and support from the community.
 In addition to her husband and parents, Renee is survived by her darling 4-year-old son, 
Jonas Michael, her sister Kelly Smith and husband Andrew, niece Brooke Renee (6), grandfather 
Harold Moyer, father-in-law and mother-in-law Peter and Luann Miller, brother-in-law Clint 
Miller and wife Brooke, niece Lydia (3), nephew Samuel (1), brother-in-law Eric Miller, and 
grandmother-in-law Eunice Miller. A memorial service was held at Salford Mennonite Church 
on Saturday, January 20. Memorial gifts may be made in Renee’s memory for her son, Jonas 
Miller, to 135 Bridge Street, Spring City, PA 19475.

➣ Eric Chandler Landes (’03) went to be with his heavenly father 
on Monday March 12, 2018 at the age of 33. After suffering a 
stroke early Saturday morning he fought for three days then God 
ushered him into Heaven. Born in Sellersville, PA on July 15, 
1984, he was a lifelong area resident of Franconia Township. 
 After graduating from Dock, Eric followed in his father’s 
footsteps and worked at the family business, IT Landes. Eric will be 
forever remembered by his amazing wife and best friend Mikaela 
and his three children, Graham, Isaiah, and Brecken. Eric will also 
be remembered by his parents, Michael and Diane Landes, by his 
brothers’ families, Austin and Julie along with their children Anna and Lily Landes, Pat and 
Amanda and their children Wesley, Abby and Eli Landes, and by his many uncles, aunts and 
cousins.
 In lieu of flowers, please hunt more often. Play with your kids. Be brave. Take amazing 
vacations. Eat wings. Be an incredible husband, father, son, brother, friend. Eric embodied 
these, and he would have wanted you to live no other way.
 A celebration of Eric’s life was held on Saturday, March 24 at Calvary Church in Souderton. 
The Eric Landes Memorial Fund has been established to assist Micky, Graham, Isaiah, and 
Brecken.  Donations can be sent to: Eric Landes Memorial Fund, Univest Bank, PO Box 197, 
Souderton, PA 18964.  Online donations can be made at www.paypal.me/ericlandesmemorial.  
When utilizing the online donation please specify you are sending money to “Friends and 
Family” as to avoid the PayPal fee.
 Also, an email address has been created for you to share your memories of Eric. This will 
serve as a “memory box” for the family and will bring laughter and joy to them forever. The 
email address is Ericlandesmemorialfund@gmail.com.

In memoriam

Your classmates want to 
hear from you! 

Send us your news and photos 
related to births, deaths, marriages, 
job changes, achievements, etc. to 

advancementoffice@dock.org 
Change of address? Email us your update. 

Godshall, Ron Mahurin, Debbie Boyles Sterrett, Ron Ruth. Third row: Mark Rush, Kathy Rush 
Osore, Ferne Alderfer, Torrie Bolton Christy, Nancy Gehman Heacock, Evon Swartzentruber Bergey 
(Holding a photo remembering Levi Kolb), Yvonne Derstine Brouse, Joanne Brenneman Speigle 
(Holding a photo remembering Candice Loeb), Kathy Freed Martin, Scott Heavener, Timothy Freed, 
Ray Moyer. Back row: John Weaver, Dwight Hunsberger, Michael Miller, Ken Hunsberger34 
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STEM is the focus for 
Homecoming 2018

HOMECOMING
and Family Weekend

October 5-6, 2018

STEM—Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics—will be the theme 
for Dock’s Homecoming and Family 
Weekend, October 5-6, 2018. Dock will 
celebrate the achievements of its alumni in 
these areas, and invite the public as well as 
current and former students to participate 
in a series of events that combine learning 
and fun.

Homecoming Weekend will feature 
returning events such as the Color Fun 
Run, Disc Golf Open, Admissions Open 
House and more. New events this year 
will include STEM Camps that offer kids 
an opportunity to have fun while they 
learn. STEM Camps tentatively include 
building model rockets, geocaching and 
orienteering, robotics, 3D printer and 
drone demonstrations, chemistry, and 
more.

A STEM Road Show is also planned, 
featuring presentations from the Franklin 
Institute, Academy of Natural Sciences, 
and other groups, as well as “Dock 
Talks,” short presentations on a variety of 
STEM-related topics similar to the popular 
TED Talks series.

Homecoming 2018 promises to be a 
fantastic and fun learning experience for 
your family. Mark your calendar now and 
plan to attend!

Visit dock.org/homecoming for up-to-date 
information and schedules.
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A fifth grade class takes the initiative to paint and install 
a buddy bench on the playground so no student is lonely 
during recess. A teenager reaches out to a classmate who 
is struggling. A student volunteers to help residents with 
Alzheimer’s in a retirement community. A school plans 
and dedicates a full evening to educate and raise money for 
a sister school in Puerto Rico to rebuild after a hurricane, 
rather than raising money for its own needs. A student gives 
up free time to serve on a mission trip to Haiti.   

These are not natural, human responses in life. Thinking of 
others is not our first reaction in the complexity of our lives 
as individuals or as schools. Thinking of others is, however, 
at the core of Dock’s value of service.  It is not a one-time, 
calculated response. It is a mindset and way of life, and it is 
at the heart of what we strive for at Dock each day.

Our new mission statement has one verb of 
action that we desire of our students. It is 
our goal that students serve. The complete 
phrase elaborates that students serve with a 
global perspective.  Service is not something 
a few will choose to do, but a way of life 
for each student, regardless of their life 
trajectory. Christ modeled a life of service, 
always thinking of others as a higher priority 

than meeting personal needs.

Serving begins at home. We can’t serve with a global 
perspective without learning how to serve at home and 
in our immediate community. Serving with a global 
perspective does not require international travel. Rather, it 
describes a way of thinking and a way of living.  Service 
grows out of an awareness of others.

➣ There are other students in my class.

➣ There are others in my school than just my grade.

➣ There are other people in my community than 
      those I see at school.

➣ There are other counties and states than my own.

➣ There are countries other than my own.

➣ God cares for all people.

As we foster a broader awareness of 
those beyond ourselves, students gain the 
foundation that is needed for service to 
become a lifestyle. It is from this base that 
a mindset of service develops, rather than 
simply performing service tasks. This is a 
lifelong process of growth that we foster 
at Dock as we strive toward our mission 
statement.  
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“Dock Mennonite Academy inspires and equips each student to serve 
with a global perspective by integrating faith, academic excellence and 

life-enriching opportunities in a Christ-centered community.”

Dock Mennonite Academy inspires and equips each 
student to serve with a global perspective 
by integrating faith, academic excellence 
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