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ON THE COVER: Dock Commencement 
speaker Dr. Joseph Manickam, president of 
Hesston College, told graduates they would 
always have trouble—but the kind of trouble 
that comes from choosing to follow the way 
of Jesus is trouble that’s worth getting into.

RIGHT: Graduating senior Devon Ridge said 
she was able to navigate a sea of changes 
during her high school career by recognizing 
that the journey has no beginning or end—
only a series of transitions. Read more on 
page 10.



Even through the most 
challenging of situations, 
we don’t need to fear. 
Fear does not come from 
God. We have assurance 
that we can navigate life 
with confidence, thanks to 
the Shepherd who drives 
out fear. God is always 
there, protecting, guiding, 
and restoring.
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Resilience, flexibility, courage, grit, and perseverance. These are themes we 
heard throughout the senior speeches this year. Disappointment and loss were 

other themes as our seniors navigated several of the most challenging years any 
of us remember. Yet students also celebrated the experiences they’ve had at Dock 
that they will never forget. They found ways to notice the growth and maturity they 
experienced here too. While none of us will ever want to repeat the circumstances 
of these past few years, we celebrate the continued preparation of Dock students for 
college, work, and life beyond Dock. This is our mission.

Meanwhile, we continue preparations for the year ahead. We look forward to 
the leadership of Mr. Doug Hackman, Grades 9-12 Principal, and Mrs. Claire 
Wanamaker, EC-Grade 8 Principal, on our two campuses this year. Dock continues 
to seek ways to help students learn, and in this Lamplighter you will read of an 
exciting trip our students made to Fluxspace, an educational “ecosystem” that 
encourages learning and growth through hands-on experimentation with coding, 
robotics, 3-D printing, and immersive technologies such as Augmented Reality 
and Virtual Reality. Much of what our students and faculty learned there is being 
incorporated into our curriculum. 

Our school verses for the coming year will be Psalm 23. This familiar psalm is a 
beautiful reminder of our Shepherd who walks with us through each step of life. 
Agrarian imagery of still waters and green pastures provide the tranquil setting to 
which our Shepherd invites us. Jesus restores our souls. We rest in green pastures 
where we are nourished. Even through the most challenging of situations, we don’t 
need to fear. Fear does not come from God. We have assurance that we can navigate 
life with confidence, thanks to the Shepherd who drives out fear. God is always there, 
protecting, guiding, and restoring.

You will see God’s faithfulness woven through this Lamplighter. And we will continue 
to lean on God’s faithfulness for the school year ahead. Our souls need God’s 
restoration. We need the caring Shepherd to strengthen our faith and connection to 
God.

As we look forward to the 2022-23 school year, we are excited about the journey 
ahead. Teachers and staff have been preparing this summer for students to return in 
August. We will explore the 23rd Psalm together as we consider how we can “restore 
the souls” of our students. Join us in prayer for each faculty and staff member, each 
student, and each Dock family. We will create a great year together!

Superintendent’s

MESSAGE 

Restoring our Soul

Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber, Superintendent
Drew Ness



Arts education is more than just students learning to perform or sing a note or paint 
a picture. We are able to teach and explore what it means to put yourself in the 

shoes of another person. Throughout time, theater has been used to tell stories and pass 
down morals and celebrations to future generations: “Be careful that you do not forget…” 
(Deuteronomy 8:11). Not only have our ancestors passed down tales through time, but our 
own faith history is based in parables and stories passed down through generations. Human 

history cannot be told without the arts, and neither can education take place. Thank you 
for joining us in passing down the art of storytelling to our young actor-artists. 

In You Can’t Take It With You, we are shown a family where happiness, 
creativity, and fun is valued above all else. What happens when 

the youngest daughter in that family wants to move out into 
the “real world” and explore a more normal life? We are all 

familiar with the star-crossed lovers, Romeo and Juliet, but 
what happens when Juliet isn’t being held back from love 

because of what her family thinks of Romeo—but by what 
she thinks of her own family? This living room drama 
welcomes us into the home of the Sycamore family, 
and we get to share a brief moment of their lives (and 
all the chaos that goes with it). Hopefully we are also 
shown parts of ourselves, our families, our friends—
and we can explore what it means to be a family.

2  DOCK Mennonite Academy

Exploring what it means to be

  FAMILY
          Perhaps we see ourselves in the drama 
           and chaos of the Sycamores?
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Dr. Joseph Manickam left his EZ Pass behind in Kansas 
when he flew to Philadelphia for Dock’s 67th annual 

Commencement, and so he had to adjust his GPS to select a route 
to Lansdale that did not require toll roads. Taking the “scenic 
route” was just that, he said—a reminder of the abundant natural 
beauty southeastern Pennsylvania has to offer. However, he would 
surely have gotten lost without his navigation system. “Without 
GPS, one gets into trouble in Pennsylvania quite easily,” he said.

Dock's Commencement speaker, who is president of Hesston 
College, acknowledged that trouble is something the Class of 
2022 became quite familiar with over the past two years as 
Covid-19 changed the school experience for everyone. At times, 
learning took place online rather than in the classroom. Trips 
were canceled. Games were not played. Performances had to be 
altered. Social events either did not take place or were modified.

“Our world became troubled,” he said, “and I have some news 
for you: Trouble is going to be with you for the rest of your life. 
Trouble is not going away. Trouble is here to stay. But my challenge 
to you is this: Choose your trouble. You have a choice of the types 
of trouble you get into.” There are consequences for the trouble 
we choose to get into, he added. Those consequences may come 
from teachers or administrators, from parents, or from friends.

Choosing the right trouble

The Class of 2022 was no stranger to trouble, thanks to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Our Commencement speaker, Dr. Joseph Manickam, assured 
graduates that trouble would be a fact of life for them—but the kind of 
trouble they choose will make all the difference.
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“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble.”  Psalm 46:1



6  DOCK Mennonite Academy

Commencement 2022

“But what about the trouble we get into as a result of our intent 
to follow Jesus? What does that trouble look like?” Dr. Manickam 
asked, “when we choose to follow Jesus? This is the challenge 
I want to give you tonight: the idea of choosing trouble because 
we’re choosing to follow Jesus.”

The psalmist in Psalm 46 talks about this idea of trouble—some of 
it is by choice, some of it is not—and yet the idea of refuge comes 
up time and time again in the psalms. It is a place of safety, a place 
of protection that God provides in times of trouble. “Sometimes 
we don’t feel that—I get it,” Dr. Manickam said. "During the 
pandemic it was sometimes hard to find that place of safety, that 
place of refuge. Sometimes we don’t see it, or feel it. Yet God is 
there. That is the assurance I want us to be mindful of.”

In April Dr. Manickam traveled to Thailand with a class of business 
students from Hesston who were studying business principles 
in a cross-cultural context. It was the first time he had traveled 
since the Covid pandemic began. The theme of the class was 
“entrepreneurship for the greater good,” and students were 
connecting with businesspeople in Thailand who were in the 
coffee industry. They traveled to a remote village and trekked into 
the jungle to see coffee beans being hand-picked. Their hosts said 
they had been approached by large companies who encouraged 
them to use modern methods to grow and harvest their beans, 
promising they could get four harvests each year instead of just 
one—and make four times as much money.

“They told us they had realized that this was not the life that Jesus 
was calling them to,” Dr. Manickam said. “They asked themselves, 
‘What does the world offer that we don’t have? We have food to 
eat, houses to live in. We work very hard for three months and 
then we have time to do other things—like take care of each other, 
to help other villages, to visit our children who are studying in the 
cities, to support relatives and friends who live 30 kilometers away 
in war-torn Burma. Our life is very different because we’ve chosen 
one crop per year instead of four.”

But this way of life is a source of trouble, too. It means less income 
for the coffee farmers. There are things they don’t have, things 
they can’t do. “But it is a trouble they are choosing,” Dr. Manickam 
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said. At the conclusion of the trip he asked the Hesston students 
what they learned from their trip to this remote village. Students 
were struck by some of the differences they saw.

“In U.S. business practices, the individual is honored for the 
growth that takes place and the change they are able to bring," one 
student said. "What we saw in Thailand was individuals looking out 
for the common good—and in that, we saw Jesus.”

Perhaps the Thai villagers were trying to rediscover or recapture 
God’s intent in the Garden of Eden. “They were saying, ‘Maybe if 
we live in harmony with our neighbors, our lives can be different, 
and their lives can be different. Maybe if we learn to live in 
harmony with nature, our lives can be different, and our land 
can be different. Maybe if we tried to live in harmony with those 
in Burma, their lives would be different, and our lives would be 
different,” Dr. Manickam said.

“This lifestyle they were living, the lifestyle they had chosen, was 
calling them to a different kind of trouble—a kind of trouble the 
world does not understand. The trouble that comes with following 
Jesus is a trouble the world does not understand—and it never will.
“You’ve had the privilege of receiving a diploma from Dock,” he 
added. “You’ve had the privilege of having teachers walk with you 
as Christians. You’ve read and studied the Bible together. It’s now 
your choice, graduates: What are you going to do with what you’ve 
learned here. My challenge for you is, what kind of trouble are you 
going to choose?”
 
Dr. Joseph Manickam is president of Hesston College in Hesston, 
KS. Born in Chiang Mai, Thailand, to missionary parents, Dr. 
Manickam attended high school in both India and the United 
States. He attended Hesston and received his undergraduate 
degree from Goshen College (Goshen, IN) before returning 
to Hesston to work in the Admissions office. He completed a 
master’s degree and earned a Ph.D. in intercultural studies at 
Fuller Theological Seminary (Pasadena, CA). He held several 
leadership roles during a decade of service with Mennonite Central 
Committee. He and his wife Wanda have two children.

CHRISTOPHER DOCK 
AWARD
The Christopher Dock Award is the highest honor a 
graduating Dock senior can receive. The award is given 
to one senior male and one senior female who embody 
the school’s graduate profile of spiritual, academic, 
and lifestyle development along with outstanding 
citizenship and leadership. These students excel in 
all aspects of life at Dock and are selected by Dock’s 
faculty. Congratulations to the 2022 Dock Award 
recipients, Lydia Longacre and Drew Ness.
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A beautiful class gift

David Michel represented the Class of 
2022 in presenting the class gift to Board 
of Trustees Chairman Jim Gunden: 
funds to purchase and install permanent 
flowerbeds near Dock’s main entrance 
on Forty Foot Road, as well as additional 
benches around campus. Thank you, 
class of 2022, for a gift that will be 
enjoyed for generations to come!



SUBJECT AREA AWARDS
These awards are presented to the seniors who have shown outstanding performance in a given subject area as recognized by the Dock faculty. 

(L to r): Ellie Supplee (Family & Consumer Sciences); Irene Park (Mathematics); David Michel (Music); Max Bai (Spanish); Isabel Bergin (Drama); Gabriel 
Gunden (Technology); Katherine Wenzel (Paul R. Clemens Bible); Aidan Jurin (Physical Education); Ryleigh May (Charles Clemmer Art); Braden Churches 
(Science); Alessandra Scorsone (Writer’s Award); Jonah Chavez (Social Studies); Clara Benner (Physical Education).

CITIZENSHIP AWARD
The Citizenship Award is sponsored by Lee and Ruth Delp (’64) and State Rep. Steve Mal-
agari. The award is presented to one student in each grade who consistently shows good 
character, citizenship, involvement and responsibility at Dock, and consistently goes above 
and beyond to meet the needs of the campus and their classmates. Citizenship Awards for 
2022 were presented to (l to r) Anna Smith  (grade 10), Abby Brown (grade 12), McKenzie 
Derstine (grade 11), and Isaiah Giesbrecht (grade 9).

SAM & HELEN LAPP 
PEACEMAKING AWARD
Tomir Johnson is the 2022 recipient of the Sam & Helen 
Lapp Peacemaking Award, given to a student who makes a 
significant contribution to peace on the Dock campus. 
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ACADEMIC
AWARDS

Visit our website at dock.org/awards to see a full listing of 
academic and athletic awards and scholarships.



  A 

time of   
  transition

High school, like life, is a journey, and as one student sagely 
reflected in her Senior Presentation, there is no arrival point, 
there is no end—only transition.

There’s a saying that you can never step 
into the same river twice. The river keeps 

moving; it’s continually flowing—in a constant 
state of change. The water will be different 
each time you step in. 

A few days before she walked across the 
stage to receive her diploma, Devon Ridge 
(pictured, left) reflected on this in her Senior 
Presentation, the 20-minute public reflection 
that all Dock seniors make at the end of 
their high school career.

“Senior year was amazing in every way, 
but also tried me in every way,” she said. 
“There was plenty of stress and tears, and 
many times I just wanted high school 
to end. But there was also joy and new 
friends who made me smile and laugh 
every day. Through all of these things 
I realized that this is what a journey is. 
There is no arrival point, there is no 
end, only transition.

“A journey is a good thing, with good 
and bad things along the way,” she 
added. “Being here, a week away 
from graduation, I can confidently 
say that I have not arrived, nor will 
I ever arrive. I can always be 
better, I can always learn more, 

and through every change I have a beautiful 
Savior walking right alongside me.”

That’s really what Dock’s Senior 
Presentations are—students describing the 
transitions they have made during their four 
years of high school. Listen as members of 
the Class of 2022 describe the ways they 
navigated theirs:

Braden Churches
Dock was the polar opposite of everything I 
had ever experienced in public school. 
I was drawn in by the balance of schoolwork 
and extracurricular activities. The contrast in 
academic culture between the schools was 
incredible. This is not to say that Dock’s class 
loads were less, but to suggest that teachers 
would rather you have a life outside of class. 
I was in desperate need of someone to balance 
this for me, and I deeply appreciated it.

Bryce Huang
Sports helped me build connections when 
I was new to other students in the school. 
Before I came to the United States, my 
parents and some of my friends worried 
about the relationships I would have with the 
people around me. It turned out nearly every 
student I met was fun and enthusiastic. 
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Senior Presentations



Clara Benner
Mr. Yoder’s advanced math class forced me to 
stretch my thinking. I learned a ton and was 
thankful for the ways that it equipped me for 
the math classes that I took later. When 
I started the class I didn’t have much faith in 
my academic abilities. I was scared that if I 
tried too hard or challenged myself too much, 
I would fail. But Mr. Yoder did not believe that. 
He thought that the only way you can grow is by 
pushing yourself. This forced me to take a new 
approach to my learning. I was so impressed 
with what I could do when I tried my best.

Irene Park
My last concert at Dock, our Spring Concert, 
was quite meaningful. For the orchestra’s last 
song, we played Amazing Grace, and I played 
the solo violin part. The arrangement was 
stunning, but a bit challenging. When we were 
done, the audience responded with a standing 
ovation. I’ve never imagined myself getting such 
an honor from the audience. I almost cried on 
the stage. Then I saw Ashley behind the stage, 
and she was crying too. Many of my friends and 
audience members said Amazing Grace almost 
brought tears to their eyes. (pictured, below)

...nearly every student 
I met was fun and 
enthusiastic.
Bryce Huang

Madelyn Lewis
One of my greatest lessons that I have learned 
is to keep exploring, keep learning, and keep 
experiencing. If you let it, learning can give you 
a global perspective, an open mind, and 
an imagination. I’m grateful to have 
learned this lesson freshman 
year because an open 
mind led me to meet 
so many people from 
other schools, 
camps, churches, and communities. 
It can be incredibly refreshing to 
leave your comfort zone and talk to 
someone new, or try something for 
the first time. (pictured, right)

SPRING 2022 Lamplighter  11



Senior Presentations

The teachers are 
real, honest, caring, 
and approachable.
Katherine Wenzel

Meghan Jurin
The most I was ever exposed to God that year, 
besides Bible class, was when my soccer team 
would meet up for a new thing we started—
worship nights. Freshman year was all about 
who was the best, but this year felt more 
uplifting and spiritually beneficial. 
I remember going to Peyton Scialanca’s house, 
gathering around on her couches, and listening 
to Sydney Leaman play her guitar as we sang 
worship songs. It was peaceful, and such an 
inviting experience. We continued our habits 
of prayer before games and prayer as we ended 
practices. It really was the small things that 
counted. (pictured, right)

Lydia Longacre
I quickly found out that we were taking a “two-
week break from school.” Yeah right. I knew 
even then that it wouldn’t be two 
weeks, and I was practically in tears 
leaving school that day because I 
love school! Through the experience 
of online school, I was amazed over 
and over again about how much my 
teachers care. Mrs. Smith sent us 

cards with a message for each of 
us and set up Zoom conferences 
just to hang out with us. She 

was one of the many teachers who 
reached out to us over this hard time. 
(pictured, left)

Maggie Dowell
I was a bit disappointed that [Little Women] wasn’t going to be a musical, but I was intrigued by 
how it was going to be performed—virtually, over Zoom. This meant I wouldn’t be able to work in 

my usual capacity as a member of the tech crew, but rather as a member of the odd sort of stage 
crew we had. My job was to switch virtual backgrounds for my assigned cast member, Isabel 

Bergin, turn her camera on and off, and also help move set pieces for the other cast members 
near me. While this was an unusual theater experience and not at all what I was expecting, it 
was also a uniquely wonderful experience. (pictured, above left)

Katherine Wenzel
I am grateful for Dock and everything it has taught me. The teachers are real, honest, caring, and 
approachable. They want to see you succeed in school and life. I have been touched by how 
much different teachers have helped me over the years. Sports have played an important role 
during high school. They have brought me closer to my peers and God. Sports have taught me to 
give everything I have and play for God. When I do it brings me so much joy.

12  DOCK Mennonite Academy

Read more Senior Presentation excerpts at dock.org/seniorpresentations



LEARNING 
BY DOING
A vacant industrial building in Norristown has been transformed 
into a space where learning is an experience—almost effortless and 
endlessly fun. Here’s what happened when Dock students visited.
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Walking into the main design studio at 
Fluxspace, it sounds like a beginner’s 

piano lesson is in progress—perhaps multiple 
beginner piano lessons. But no, the sound of 
twinkling piano keys is coming from a group of 
Dock high school students from Mr. Marcelo 
Mast’s Topics in STEM class using Makey-
Makey* kits to create their own digital piano 
keyboards.

With a few words from their Fluxspace 
instructor, they quickly transition into creating 
electrical switches from just about any 

material you can imagine (coffee creamer, 
really, Ivan Dean?) and using keystrokes, 
keyboard commands and sensors as inputs, 
triggering outputs that range from racecar 
engines revving to cats meowing. Students are 
enthralled. They are having fun and seem only 
vaguely aware that they are learning about 
circuitry, conductivity and other electronic 
concepts in the process. 

“In the Topics in STEM course my primary 
goal is to have students learn and practice 
the process of innovation using technologies 

that pique their interest, like Makey-Makey, 
machine learning, 3D printing and laser 
cutting,” says Mr. Mast. “Taking my class on a 
field trip to Fluxspace  early in the course was 
a way to get students excited about these tools.  
The atmosphere at Fluxspace is one that 
fosters creativity, and Ryne Anthony does a 
great job of introducing the innovative process 
to students. They bring this excitement and 
knowledge back to the classroom.”

Ninth grade student Danny Emr is certainly 
bringing some of it back with him. “I liked 

that this was a hands-on class, and that we 
learned how to think outside the box and 
solve real-world problems,” he said of his 
visit to Fluxspace. “We need to learn how to 
use modern technology to solve modern day 
problems. The world is evolving and we have 
to evolve with it.”

***

Ryne Anthony was an 8th grade science 
teacher with a passion for helping students 
grasp STEM-related topics (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) when he met 

the president of Corbett, Inc., a provider of 
furniture solutions and interior design services 
for the education, workplace and healthcare 
markets. Corbett shared Anthony’s enthusiasm 
for helping students learn and happened to 
have an empty 10,000 sq. ft. building adjacent 
to its Norristown headquarters.
Together they created Fluxspace, an 
“educational ecosystem” that encourages 
learning and growth through hands-on 
experimentation with coding, robotics, 3-D 
printing, and immersive technologies such 
as Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality. 

From the open layout to the design 
of the furniture to the LED wall and 
360° surround theater, every inch 
of Fluxspace is designed to inspire 
creativity and innovation. 

***

Now that students have exercised 
their creativity muscles, it’s time for 
some serious innovation. Anthony has 
spent some time teaching concepts, 
but Fluxspace is based on the premise 
that students learn better by doing. 
So he divides students into teams and 
lays out a simple creative challenge: 
Use empathy to invent something that 
will meet a need and make someone’s 
life better. The innovation can be an 
entirely new product, or modifications 
to an existing one that improves it in 
terms of cost efficiency, sustainability, 
or ease of use. Create a prototype, and 
then craft a “pitch” for the product. 

Be visual, he tells students, but make sure 
the pitch answers key questions: Who is the 
user? What’s the problem or challenge you’re 
addressing? How does your invention address 
the problem?

This is a high school version of Shark Tank—
with students participating in the product 
development process from start to finish. 
The challenge is accepted, and students 
get to work, collaborating with their teams, 
discussing ideas, building models. They have 
some great maker space tools at their disposal, 
and they quickly learn to use them—from 

* Makey-Makey is an 
invention kit designed 
to connect everyday 
objects to computer 
keys. Using a circuit 
board, alligator clips, 
and a USB cable, this 
21st century educational 
tool uses closed-loop 
electrical signals to 
send the computer 
either a keyboard stroke 
or mouse click signal. 
This allows users to 
transform everyday 
objects into computer 
interfaces.
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A design 
for learning
From the moment you walk into the 
bustling design studio at Fluxspace, 
you know instinctively that the space 
has been designed for learning, 
especially in the way it encourages 
creativity and collaboration. 

You see it in the design of the work 
stations, with students facing one 
another. You see it in the easy access 
to materials and parts. You see it in 
the way technology and multimedia 
have been integrated seamlessly. You 
can even see it in the chairs, which 
glide effortlessly from one part of the 
space to another. 

Yes, the chairs are an excellent 
example of the elegant but 
purposeful simplicity of the studio’s 
design. 

Now Dock is bringing some of 
that purposeful simplicity to both 
its campuses in the form of new 
furniture that will modernize public 
spaces and common areas as well as 
classrooms. 

We invite you to see the Fluxspace 
studio in action on our YouTube 
channel, and learn more about how 
we are importing ideas from the 
Fluxspace design for learning by 
visiting our website at dock.org/
lamplighterextra
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low-tech materials like pipe cleaners, tape, 
and cardboard, to 21st century technologies 
such as Makey-Makey kits; Microbits—credit 
card-sized computers that can be programmed 
with code to do almost anything; and Edison 
programmable robots, if movement is required. 
Anthony and the Dock math faculty members 
along on the trip—Mr. Mast and Mr. Dana 
Gehman—float from group to group, asking 
students about their projects, answering 
questions and guiding students in problem-
solving. After an hour or so, students begin 
working on their pitches. Then it’s time for the 
presentations.

Groups take turns explaining their innovations 
using multimedia. A group of seniors 
consisting of Devon Ridge, Alex Yoo, Emma 
Kratz, and Braden Churches demonstrate 
how their school bus app, called “Better 
Bussing,” gives parents a window into their 
child’s daily bus trip, with information on bus 
routes, connecting stops, and ETAs for both 
pickup and drop-off. The app notifies parents 
when their child gets on or off the bus, and 
can issue alerts for changes in schedule for 
mechanical difficulties, driver emergencies, 
etc. The app can also be used to let bus drivers 
know if a student will not be taking the bus 
that day, resulting in time savings, shorter and 
more efficient bus routes, and reduced carbon 
emissions. If Mr. Wonderful or one of the other 
Sharks were listening to this pitch, they’d eat 
it up. 

A group of 9th grade students is next, and their 
idea is no less impressive. The team of Jonas 
Loux, Ivan Dean, Stellan Derstine, and Danny 
Emr has designed a chair that is part lift chair 
and part forklift; they call it the “chorklift.” It 
is essentially a wheelchair that has vertical 
lift capability (up to 3 feet!) to allow elderly 
or disabled users to reach higher shelves. The 
chair can lift a person to a standing position, 
but can also be maneuvered to help someone 
get up after a fall. It can be operated with on-
board controls or with a remote the user wears 
around their wrist or neck. The group even 
built a working model using an Edison robot 
to demonstrate the concept. Pretty sure the 
Sharks would go for this one, too.

The other presentations are compelling, too. 
Tiffany Oponski, Marlyse Giesbrecht, and 
Olivia Zaskoda pitch their idea for Pwrd, a 
cordless solar charger for cell phones and 
other devices (“No wires, no weight, no 
worries.”) Freshman Claire Kim and senior 
Bryce Huang describe the science behind 
their idea for an advanced, energy-efficient 
dehumidifier. Junior Bobby-Jo Dodds 
designed two products—a polycarbonate 
automatic window screen that lets the 
breeze in but keeps insects and varmints out; 
and a stowaway stool that helps “vertically 
challenged” airplane passengers reach 
overhead storage compartments.

***

A short connector bridge joins Fluxspace to 
the Corbett “experience center” next door. 
A tour of this center is an almost endless 
revelation of creative delights. An airy, 

LEARNING 
BY DOING

informal meeting area appears to have no 
seating—until you realize there are storage 
compartments built into the wall for small 
but comfy stools. A long and narrow but 
well-appointed conference room is named 
for the Roman goddess Minerva, the god of 
wisdom and strategy. Walk through a door 
at the end of the room and you find yourself 
in a quite convincing model of an Amazon 
jungle—complete with a rushing waterfall and 
“birds” flitting about. Ryne Anthony says it’s 
all designed to inspire creative approaches to 
challenges.

“Students are not yet fully influenced by the 
boundaries of the real world,” he says. “By 
providing educational environments that let 
their brains and limitless curiosity take over, 
we can foster the problem-solvers this world 
needs.”

Science Fair Success
Three Dock High School students competed in the Montgomery County Regional Science 
Competition this spring:

Eric Zheng (’23) completed a project entitled, “Asthma Severity and Risk of Ischemic Heart 
Disease,” which studied whether there was a link between the severity of asthma and the 
development of heart disease. Eric’s project took third place in his category and qualified him 
for the next level of competition in the Delaware Valley Science Competition.

Cora Liu’s (’24) project was entitled, “Sugar and the Fermentation Rate of Yeast,” and looked at 
how varying amounts of sugar influence the rate of yeast fermentation in bread dough.   

Ana Gallego (’24) explored how our language of origin influences our ability to remember 
names. She studied students and adults whose language of origin was English, Spanish, and 
Chinese and asked them to remember a group of names that were English, Spanish and French 
to determine if our origin of language influences our ability to remember names from different 
languages. Ana received an Honorable Mention in her category, as well as a Special Award.
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EC to Grade 8

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

MIDDLE SCHOOL AWARDS

Dock 8th Grade students (l to r) Madison Afanador, Amy Muhlfeld, Gretchen 

German and Matthew Mast received awards for musical achievement following 

Dock’s Middle School Spring Concert.

Each year, the athletic department chooses a male and female 

athlete who demonstrate excellence in athletic ability, citizenship, and 

sportsmanship. During a Middle School Spring Athletics chapel at the end of 

the school year, Dock 8th grade students Sophia Veltre and Caden Interrante 

were presented with the 2021-22 Athletic Achievement Award. Congratulations!

DOCK PIANO RECITAL

In late May, 23 of Mrs. Hannah 

Yu’s Pre-K to Grade 8 piano 

students—including Nolan 

Detweiler (pictured)—performed 

a recital for parents, families and 

friends. The students worked 

hard learning and practicing their 

pieces, and it showed! Thank you, 

Mrs. Yu, for your dedication to all 

of our Dock students!
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EC to Grade 8

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

FIELD TRIP SEASON

•	 Kindergarteners had a beautiful day for 

their field trip to Merrymead Farm. They 

learned about farm animals and ended the 

tour with a yummy ice cream cone! 

•	 1st grade students had an amazing day for 

their Philadelphia Zoo field trip! 

•	 2nd grade students gained a greater 

appreciation of nature while learning 

more about the world around them at 

the Schuylkill Center for Environmental 

Education. 

•	 4th grade students traveled “back in time” 

to experience life in William Penn’s world 

at Pennsbury Manor. They enjoyed touring 

the house, watering the garden, writing 

with a quill pen, observing a blacksmith 

and sheep shearing, and learning about 

cooking on an open hearth.

LIVE FROM SOUDERTON…DOCK’S COUNTRY FAIR & AUCTION!

Thank you to everyone who came out and supported our 61st annual Dock Country Fair & 

Auction! It was a true team effort and it felt great to have everyone back together again 

for this event. We can’t say enough about our sponsors, donors, volunteers, families, and 

friends in our community who stepped up to make all the fun possible this year! See our 

Country Fair & Auction web page for more photos at dock.org/cfa
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THE POWER OF THE PEN

Even with the end of the school year in sight, 5th grade teacher Ms. Alice 

Wolfgang kept her students excited about the writing process. Students 

researched different flavors of milk and other beverages, conducted surveys, 

and also interviewed their parents. They strategized and wrote letters to Chef 

Bill Lorah in hopes of bringing back the strawberry milk and lemonade they 

remembered being available in the lunch line previously. Chef Bill read the letters 

and the 5th grade hallway was filled with excitement when word got out that 

lemonade was back in the cafeteria for the end of the school year! Students ran all 

the way back from the cafeteria to share this excellent news with Ms. Wolfgang!

BRINGING ATHLETES FROM 
HISTORY TO LIFE

Dock Discover students dressed the part 

and brought athletes throughout history to 

life during our outdoor June EXPO Night. 

Students’ research and hard work paid off 

as they made presentations for families 

and friends prior to Dock’s 8th Grade 

Celebration!
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Grades 9 to 12

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

ALUM HELP TEACH 
GUITAR

Two Dock alumni—Isaac 

Martin (‘05) and retired 

faculty member Jerry 

Yoder—dropped by Mrs. 

Michelle Sensenig’s Guitar 

class on different days 

recently to share their love 

of music and give students 

some tips for improving their 

guitar (and banjo!) playing. 

Thanks for sharing your time 

with our students! 

PEN PALS SHARE WISDOM WITH STUDENTS

“A single conversation with a wise man is better 
than 10 years of study.” – Chinese Proverb 

Seniors in Mr. Zach Bower’s Family Living classes 

began corresponding by email with residents who 

live next door at Dock Woods back in February for 

a class Pen Pal project. What began with simple 

introduction emails sent by students to their 

assigned Pen Pals eventually turned into meaningful 

relationships between seniors from different 

generations—and culminated when everyone got 

to meet in person for “Pastries and Pen Pals on the 

Patio” at Dock Woods in April. Two months later, 

two of the Pen Pals, Frieda Bailey and Ann Sheasley 

(top, left), visited the Family Living class to share 

about their life experiences and offer a treasure 

trove of advice and wisdom for Dock seniors as they 

prepared to graduate. Thank you to Dock Woods for 

hosting his intergenerational “coffee klatch”!



LAMPLIGHTER EN ESPANOL

Congratulations to students 

in Dr. Anabella SilverMoon’s 

Spanish 3 and AP Spanish classes, 

who recently “published” their 

Spanish language version of 

Dock’s Lamplighter magazine—

El Farolero en Espanol—to the 

Dielman Hall display case. It’s 

great to see Lamplighter in 

another language!

SUMMER 2022 Lamplighter  21

MINITHON RAISES $15,000 TO FIGHT CANCER IN KIDS

Dock’s 8-week MiniTHON officially came to an end in early June 

when organizers announced in chapel the total amount of mon-

ey the school raised to fight childhood cancer: $15,404.16. This 

student-organized fundraiser included a community Easter Egg 

Hunt, 3v3 basketball tournament, gift basket raffle, a prayer 

mosaic for pediatric cancer patients, and other events. We are 

grateful to Dock students Abby Brown, Maggie Dowell, Emma 

Celenza and the rest of the MiniTHON team for organizing 

an amazing event to help fund pediatric cancer research and 

reduce the financial burden for families affected by this terrible 

disease.
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Grades 9 to 12

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

ALL-SCHOOL SOCIAL & BOAT RACE

The sun was a no-show, but it was still a perfect day 

for Dock’s All-School Social and Physics Boat race. 

An afternoon of fun and games culminated in the 

boat race across Groff Pond, with vessels making it to 

the other side receiving extra class credit. Thanks to 

Physics teacher Mrs. Jane Mast for organizing another 

great boat race!

DOCK TEAMS SCORE IN WHACK & ROLL

We are grateful to the Mennonite Heritage Center in Harleysville for the Whack 

& Roll Nonprofit Croquet Tournament they hosted on June 4, and to all the 

sponsors who contributed prize money. We have a special spot in our hearts 

for three teams who played well and won some of that prize money for Dock: 

Representing the Dock Board of Trustees, Paul and Rina Rampogu finished in 

2nd place and won $2,000 for Dock courtesy of Detweiler Hershey & Associates. 

Tim Fenchel (‘92) and David Fenchel finished 7th and won $250, and Daryl 

Hackman (‘73) and Doug Hackman (‘03), finished 8th and also won $250. First 

place winners Andrew Derstine (‘07) and Justin Burkholder (‘17) played for the 

Material Resource Center and won $4,000, with the prize sponsored by Bergey’s 

Automotive. Who knew Dock was such a hotbed of croquet talent?



ALUMNI
NEWS 

1957
Elmer J. Brunk, 83, 
died on April 8, 2022. 
Born in Royersford, 
PA, to the late Paul 
W. Brunk and Minnie 
(Good) Brunk, Elmer 
attended Millersville 
University and 
Ursinus College. He 
was an accountant for 
several local businesses, and was a member of 
Methacton Mennonite Church, where he served 
as treasurer.

1960
Phyllis D. 
(Hunsberger) Oswald, 
79, of Ephrata, died 
May 3, 2022, of 
complications related 
to Parkinson’s. She 
was the second 
daughter of Earl and 
Lydia (Detweiler) 
Hunsberger.
Phyllis was born in 
Sellersville, PA, August 6, 1942, and was married 
to James R. Oswald in 1969. She was a member 
of Witmer Heights Mennonite Church in 
Lancaster.

ALUMNI NOTES

2016
Haley Anderson will be attending Ohio State 
University’s 4-year Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
Program, ranked number 4 in the country, to 
become a veterinarian. Haley attended the 
University of Delaware and graduated with two 
bachelors degrees, Pre-Veterinary Medicine and 
Agriculture & Natural Resources, as well as a 
minor in Biological Sciences. She then took two 
“gap years” working as a veterinary technician 
to get more hands-on experience and be better 
prepared for veterinary school. In addition, she 
recently became engaged to her high school 
sweetheart, Jordan Addley (’16), who she first met 
at Penn View Christian School. Congratulations 
Jordan and Haley!

2017 
Liz Wanamaker earned her Master of 
Science degree in Occupational Therapy from 
Elizabethtown College. Congratulations Liz!

Liz Wanamaker celebrates her college graduation 
with mom Claire (Dock’s new EC-Grade 8 
Principal) and dad Doug.

2018
Three Dock alumni graduated from Goshen 
College this spring (l to r, above right): 
Erica Gunden graduated with degrees in 
Environmental Science and English. This 
summer she is working as a natural resource 
steward with the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation in Lake Luzerne, 
NY. In the fall she plans to pursue her masters 
degree in environmental conservation or 
ecology; Hannah Hackman graduated with 
a degree in psychology, with minors in Art 
and English; Laura Olsen graduated summa 
cum laude with a degree in American Sign 
Language Interpreting. She recently passed her 
NIC Written (the first step in the interpreter 
certification process) and is currently looking 
for interpreting jobs in the Lansdale/Philly area. 
Congratulations to all three Goshen grads!

2019
Mason Keller helped 
pitch the Immaculata 
baseball team to its 
first Atlantic East 
Conference title in 
program history this 
spring. The junior was 
6-2 with a 3.37 ERA for 
the Macs (28-12 overall, 
14-4 conference).

2021
During her gap year, Sara Kennel lived in 
Ecuador and served as a volunteer for the 
Dunamis Foundation, which operates safe 
houses for teenage girls who have survived sex 
trafficking or sexual abuse. Dunamis helps girls 
learn new skills and discover their passions. 
During her time in Ecuador, Sara taught ESL 

classes and helped 
raise $5,000 to fund 14 
months of training for a 
girls soccer program. 
“I have seen how having 
the opportunity to play 
soccer has impacted 
these girls,” Sara said. 
“It is their favorite part 
of each day.”
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ALUMNI
NEWS 

IN MEMORIAM

Kolenkhov, revisited
There was a certain “symmetry” to Dock Theater’s production of this 
year’s spring drama, (page 2) “You Can’t Take It With You.” That’s 
because senior Isabel Bergin played the role of Boris Kolenkhov—
the exact same role her mother Sarah (Weaver ‘88) Bergin played 
when Dock performed the play in 1987. Who says lightning doesn’t 
strike twice?!! We asked Sarah to share some of her thoughts and 
memories about the 1987 and 2022 versions of the play:

What are your memories of playing the role of Kolenkhov in 1987?  
I do not recall exactly how and why I tried out for the part. I had 
arrived as a freshman at Dock only knowing four people, and I was 
working at not being painfully shy (hard to believe, right?) Also, 
I lived in Southampton during high school, and I wasn’t driving yet, 
so blessings to my parents for the modification they made to their 
schedules. I do recall my beloved Grandmother, who Isabel and 
I share a name with, died during this time period. The play was a 
welcomed distraction.

What do you remember about the play in general?
I remember that it felt really positive that everyone who attended 
the Jr.-Sr. Banquet sat through the performance. It felt good to be 
part of a production that over half of the school saw. Performing in 
the drama was a way to get to know other students. I also recall the 
adults trying to explain the Russian references to us. My first time 
watching “Dr. Zhivago” as an adult reminded me of some of the 
references from the play.

Did you encourage Isabel to try out for Kolenkhov…or was it her 
idea?
Over the past four years, the theater department has truly 
blossomed and I was happy to support her in another production 
wholeheartedly. I know it was important to Isabel to be part of the 
production so she could finish her time Dock 8-for-8—performing in 
all eight productions in her four years.  

How would you summarize your conversation with her about 
playing the part this year?
I’ve always been quite jealous that Isabel can easily roll her “R”s—
and if you saw the performance, you heard plenty of that! She is 
wonderful at foreign accents. There were so few seniors in this 
production, I was proud to learn how she was encouraging the 
rising seniors.

What were you thinking as you watched Isabel play the same part?
“Golly, there goes one confident young woman…she is a riot!”
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Henry Longacre 
As this issue of Lamplighter 
was in production, we were 
saddened to hear about the 
passing of Henry Longacre, 
80. Born in Quakertown, 
PA, to Horace W. Longacre 
and Elizabeth M. (Goshow) 
Longacre, Henry was a 
member of Dock’s Class of 
1960. Henry was a passionate 
supporter of Mennonite 
education, contributing to 
a number of Dock capital 
projects and serving on 
Dock’s Board of Trustees 
for two decades. He was 
a partner in the family 
business, Longacre Poultry, 
and was a life-long member 
of Swamp Mennonite 
Church. 

Henry is survived by his wife 
Carol L. (Swartley) Longacre, 
with whom he shared nearly 60 
years of marriage. In addition 
to his wife, he is survived by 
his sons, H. William (Catharine) 
of Quakertown, G. Robert 
(Lorena) of Telford, and Cory 
L. (Linda) of Telford, and 
grandchildren, Isaac, Elizabeth, 
Lydia, and Benjamin, Micah 
(Shauna), Levi, Kristen, and 
Nicole, and Olyvia (Amanda), 
Davry, and Zeke. A funeral 
service was held at Swamp on 
August 15. 

We will have additional 
reflections on Henry’s life and 
legacy in the next issue of 
Lamplighter. 



Using film in Social Studies

Dock faculty member Mr. Zach Bower (’02) has authored a chapter in the newly 
published book, Hollywood or History?: An Inquiry-Based Strategy for Using Film 
to Acknowledge Trauma in Social Studies. The book is designed to help social 
studies teachers acknowledge trauma and engage students in examining it as 
part of their curriculum. “I have always enjoyed using film in the classroom to 
help students learn about history, and when I noticed an announcement inviting 
teachers to submit lesson plan proposals for the book, it caught my attention,” he 
said. The book is a collection of 20 social studies lesson plans, each by a different 
contributor.  The lesson plan Mr. Bower created is titled “Mandela’s Political 

Creativity” and is based on a clip from the film, Invictus, 
which was directed by Clint Eastwood and released in 
2009, based on true events from 1995 South Africa when 
Nelson Mandela was first elected president following the 
end of apartheid. The lesson 

plan is part of a chapter in the 
book that highlights examples 
of transgenerational trauma—
the transmission of historical 

trauma across generations. “This 
is the first time I ever submitted 

anything for publishing,” said Mr. 
Bower. “It has been a great learning experience, from 
submitting my lesson plan proposal to receiving 
feedback from the peer review process.”
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Congratulations to Dr. Todd Alderfer 
(’83) of Alderfer & Travis Cardiology/
Grand View Health for being named 
one of Philadelphia Magazine’s Top 
Docs of 2022!



FALL GOLF TOURNAMENT

SEPTEMBER 26, 2022

Dock returns to the beautiful Indian Valley Country Club for our Fall Golf 
Tournament. Get a foursome together, enjoy some great golf, and make 
memories as we fulfill our calling to teach generations of students to be 
inquisitive, confident thinkers who lead lives of purpose in service to others.

UPCOMING EVENTS
EC to Grade 8 Calendar
SEPTEMBER 2022 
Sept. 2, 5 — Labor Day, No School
Sept. 8 — EC-Grade 4 Back to School Night, 6:30 pm
Sept.14 — 1st & 2nd Grade Family Lunch
Sept. 15 — Middle School Back to School Night, 7 pm
Sept. 19-20 — Picture Day
Sept. 26 — Fall Golf Tournament, Indian Valley Country Club
Sept. 30 — Faculty In-Service, No School
October 2022
Oct. 5 — Middle School Family Lunch
Oct. 6 — EC-Grade 8 Family Fun Night
Oct. 14-15 — Homecoming Weekend, Grades 9-12 Campus
Oct. 18 — Early Dismissal (K-8 Parent-Teacher Conferences)
Oct. 17-20 — Spiritual Life Week
Oct. 19 — Pastors’ Day
Oct. 21 — No School
Oct. 26 — Race for Education

Grades 9 to 12 Calendar
SEPTEMBER 2022
Sept. 2, 5 — Labor Day, No School
Sept. 13 — Picture Day
Sept. 22 — Back to School Night, 6:30 pm
Sept. 26-29 — Mini-Term
Sept. 26-30 — Senior Experience 
Sept. 26 — Fall Golf Tournament, Indian Valley Country Club
Sept. 30 — Faculty In-Service, No School
OCTOBER 2022
Oct. 6-8 — Senior Retreat
Oct. 10 - Student Visitation Day
Oct. 11 — National Honor Society Induction Ceremony, 7 pm
Oct. 14-15 — Homecoming Weekend 2022
Oct. 14 — Sophomore Field Trip, Fall Concert, Alumni of the 

Year Awards
Oct.15 — Grades 9-12 Admissions Open House, 12:30-2:30 pm
Oct. 17-20 — Spiritual Life Week
October 21 — No School

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
TO GRADE EIGHT 

420 Godshall Road 
Souderton, PA 18964

215.723.1196

GRADES NINE  
TO TWELVE 

1000 Forty Foot Road
Lansdale, PA 19446

215.362.2675

Dock Mennonite Academy inspires and equips 
each student to serve with a global perspective by 
integrating faith, academic excellence and life-enriching 
opportunities in a Christ-centered community.

WWW.DOCK.ORG


