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ON THE COVER: Senior Tomir Johnson 
sang a beautifully stripped down version 
of the Beatles hit, “Blackbird,” during Arts 
Day 2022. See how other Dock students 
interpreted the Arts Day theme, “Courage,” 
starting on page 2. Photo by Mike Landis 
Photographer

RIGHT: Junior Alex DiPietro and his 
classmates worked hard on a variety of 
cleanup and landscaping projects at Camp 
Men-O-Lan in Quakertown, one of several 
service options Dock students could choose 
from during last fall’s Mini-Term. Read more 
starting on page 10. Photo by Mike Landis 
Photographer



This community 
provides hope for 
students as they 

envision their own 

future and the path 

to which Jesus is 

calling them. 

SPRING 2022 Lamplighter  1

In this Lamplighter you will find stories of courage, the theme of our Arts Day this 
year. These past years have required much courage. Courage has been needed to 

navigate a difficult landscape, at times even with our family and friends. It has taken 
courage to maintain meaningful relationships. Only with courage have we been able 
to maintain a strong community.

A distinctive of Dock Mennonite Academy is the sense of community that holds 
us together as we respect and support each student who attends here. Yet our 
national climate and our current focus on individual perspectives tug at the fabric of 
communities, including ours. People find it hard to listen to each other or understand 
viewpoints that don’t match their own.

Community has been a key component in our faith journey with Jesus. We encourage 
each other and challenge each other in community. We hold each other accountable 
in a spirit of love. We care for each other during challenging times in community. 
We discover Jesus more fully, understand the Scriptures, and find our path together 
in community. This can be a messy journey but leads us to a place of belonging and 
fulfillment.

Dock Mennonite Academy is an inspiring community for our students. We desire for 
each student to be able to think critically, to respectfully engage difficult topics, and 
to be an encouragement to others. This community provides hope for students as 
they envision their own future and the path to which Jesus is calling them.

Today, living in community takes much courage. It is not for the faint of heart. It 
requires resilience and perseverance. As we conclude this school year and look to 
another year together, we know that our community is an essential ingredient to the 
success of each student at Dock.  We are grateful for the family, alumni, staff, faculty, 
and friends who are helping us create this community each day. Enjoy reading these 
stories and moments of courage and community.

Superintendent’s

MESSAGE 

Courage 
for Community

Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber, Superintendent
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Arts Day

COURAGE
Arts Day was back 

this year—and it was on.



At approximately 8:15 a.m. on Friday, February 18, seniors Caleb 
Rice and Dylan Zhu strolled onto the Dock stage, picked up their 

mallets, and proceeded to tap out a flawless rendition of Mozart’s Sonata 
Semplice on xylophone and marimba. When they had finished, the 300 
students, faculty and staff gathered in Clemens Auditorium erupted in a 
thunderous ovation.

Arts Day was back—and it was on.

After a COVID “sabbatical” last year, Dock’s Arts Day was back live in 
2022, and delivered a tour de force of amazing performances by both 
students AND faculty, as well as some of the most beautiful student 
artwork in culinary, fabric and visual art, as well as photography and 
creative writing. Arts Day 2022 was a true feast for the senses. 

The Arts Day theme this year was “courage,” and it was reflected in 
myriad ways during the day’s performances. For many students, Arts Day 
represents their first time on the Dock stage, performing in front of their 
peers. For some, it is also the first time showing a side of their true selves 
to others. It can be scary and intimidating, and it does require courage to 
step out (literally) into the spotlight. It will not be a surprise to hear many 
students reflect on this day when they give their Senior Presentation—
whether that is a few months down the road, or a few years. 

Those who did step out courageously onto the stage—and those who 
submitted works of art in the non-stage categories as well—were well 
rewarded. One of the heart-warming things about Arts Day is to see 
how much students are there for each other; it is evident all day long. 
Clapping along in rhythm to a song, thunderous applause for every 
act, cellphones becoming fireflies as students show some love to 
their classmates. It’s awesome to watch students encourage and 
support each other. 

So thank you to everyone who made Arts Day a special 
experience, from our amazing tech and stage crews to our 
hard-working judges to every student and faculty member 
who performed or encouraged performers and artists. Dock is 
fortunate to have so many incredibly talented students here—but 
even more than that, we are fortunate to have such a vital sense 
of community.
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Creative Writing
 1st - Aaron Sensenig, 9
 2nd - Mikaela Davis, 11
 3rd (tie) - Katherine Wenzel, 12
  Abigail Neiderer, 10
  Morgan Camilleri, 9
   
Culinary
 1st - Morgan Camilleri, 9
 2nd (tie) - Lydia Longacre, 12
  Jenna Detweiler & Lily Hunsberger, 9
 3rd (tie) - Ian Hunsberger & Ben German, 12
  Ashley Lapp & Leah Al-laty, 10

Fabric Arts
 1st - Laurel Latt, 12
 2nd - Tess Jones, 11
 3rd - Emily Irvin, 11
  
Photography
 1st - Aaron Sensenig, 9
 2nd - Eli Alderfer, 11
 3rd - Bobby Jo Dodds, 11
   
Visual Arts
 1st - Steven Liu, 11
 2nd - Ainsley Moyer, 11
 3rd - Ellie Supplee, 12
   
People’s Choice
 1st - “Train Wreck” 12
 2nd - “Transform” 12
 3rd (tie) - “Distraction Mario Kart” 11
  “Dynamite” 9
   
Overall Scores 
 1st place - 12th grade
 2nd place - 10th grade
 3rd place - 11th grade
 4th place - 9th grade

THANK YOU to our Arts Day judges: 
Creative Writing: Kelly Royce
Culinary Arts: Diana Ward
Fabric Arts: Amy Gillan
Photography: John Bernardo '05
Visual Arts: Mandy Martin
Stage Events: Rod Derstine '70 
         Sarah Scorzetti '06 
         Rachelle Kratz '12

Arts Day
 2022 WINNERS

4  DOCK Mennonite Academy
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“Dancing was something I was meant to do,” says 
Dock sophomore Abigail Neiderer.  Watching 

her perform in Arts Day, musicals, and other events, 
it’s easy to agree.

Abbie Neiderer doesn’t remember a time when she 
didn’t want to dance. “I remember going to see The 
Nutcracker with my mom when I was younger and 
how I always wanted to jump onstage and dance 
with all the big girls in their fancy shoes and shiny 
costumes,” she says. “From the minute I got into dance 
classes, I never wanted to stop!”

Now, the Dock sophomore dances with the “big girls” 
all the time. She dances in The Nutcracker every year, 
and has also danced at Disney World, Sixers games 
and many showcase events for her dance company, 
the Kimberton Dance Academy. She also appreciates 
all of the opportunities she has been given to dance 
at Dock.

“Going into middle school, I knew I would be able 
to perform at Dock through musical theater, but I 
didn’t realize how many opportunities I would have in 
chapel, Arts Day, and other events,” she says. “All of 
these opportunities have encouraged me as a dancer 
and helped me build my resume. Performing and 
choreographing at Dock have helped me continue 
to grow and develop new skills that I would not have 
learned without Dock’s help.”

Not many sophomores have their future plans figured 
out, but Abbie knows she wants to study dance in 
college. “After receiving a degree, I hope to perform 
and choreograph in New York City!” she says. “I 
would love to perform at Radio City Music Hall 
or on Broadway, and choreograph for professional 
companies. I hope to make this into a career and 
inspire others with my work.”
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Dock’s Fall Musical suggested we should 
fear not death—but not being truly alive.

The classic tale, “Tuck Everlasting,” gifted to us by author Natalie 
Babbitt, is about life and death. These concepts have been at 

the forefront of our culture these past two years. We are constantly 
hounded with ideas about how we should live our lives—or how we 
should avoid our death. There is a great deal of noise all around us.

So we pause for a moment to consider the story of a girl, Winnie 
Foster, who has been surrounded with death and mourning since 
her father died. Dock’s stunning stage adaptation of this musical 
was created to move the audience, and it does so with the words of 
Angus Tuck:

“Don’t be afraid of death, Winnie. Be afraid of not being truly 
alive. You don’t need to live forever, you just need to live.”

As much as we anticipated a “normal” fall musical rehearsal and 
performance process this year, I can once again say that these 
students rose to the occasion and overcame myriad obstacles—
from mandates to quarantines to contact tracing. These young 
performers are warriors, and I am thankful to have led some of the 
most talented high school students I’ve ever had the pleasure of 
working with. Thank you for your support.

Mariana Kurtz
Director/Choreographer

8  DOCK Mennonite Academy
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“I liked being outside and active and trying new things like rock 
climbing.” —Ainsley Moyer, Grade 11, Wilderness Expedition
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Service + 
Learning + 
Creativity + 

Passion = MINI-TERM
Because valuable learning also takes place outside the classroom.

In some ways, Dock’s new Mini-Term is like Senior Experience for the rest of the student body, offering 
students in grades 9, 10, and 11 the opportunity to pursue hands-on learning opportunities outside the 

classroom.

Senior Experience is a week full of experiential learning opportunities that are difficult if not impossible to 
duplicate in the classroom. For many Dock seniors, the week can be transformational, helping to discern 
college and vocational goals and interests.

Now, with Mini-Term, Dock provides similar learning and service experiences for students in grades 9, 10, 
and 11. When Mini-Term began during the 2018-19 school year, it was called “Experiential Day” and offered 
students a variety of half-day and full-day options for on- and off-campus service and learning experiences. 
Following rave reviews from both students and faculty, “Experiential Day” was expanded to a week-long 
“Mini-Term” in 2019-20, with students pursuing elective learning opportunities in line with their passions 
and curiosity. Mini-Term continues to offer a smorgasboard of options that feature something for everyone 
(see list, p. 12)—helping to keep enthusiasm for Mini-Term from students and faculty at a high level.

“I enjoyed our service projects in the morning, and loved the hike in the afternoon; the view was incredible!. 
I also enjoyed having a campfire that night. I am thankful the teachers put this together for all of us!” (Abbie 
Neiderer, Grade 10, Spruce Lake Adventure)

“We watched the movie Inside Out, because it has a lot to do with mental health and the emotions people 
feel. Then we went to an animal farm, which I loved. There were sheep, pigs, horses, cats, and dogs. I met 
Amanda who runs the farm and takes care of all the animals. We learned more about her job, which is sort 
of like animal therapy. It was interesting to hear about all the different ways animals help people.” (Lauren 
Gouldey, Grade 11, Taking Care of Yourself)

“The Penn Museum was really interesting, and the tour guide for the Mesopotamia/Middle East tour was 
thought-provoking. The Art Museum was amazing. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but my expectations were 
completely blown away. It was so interesting and cool to be there.” (Isabella Irvin, Grade 11, Philadelphia 
Museums)

“I appreciated being able to build relationships with more people in my grade that I don’t have classes with.” 
(Kayla Godshall, Grade 11, Wilderness Expedition)

“I appreciated the way Mr. King taught us all the aspects of building a shed.” (Isaiah Giesbrecht, Grade 9, 
Shed Building)

“I loved being able to express my creativity through my Mini-Term.” (Olivia Moyer, Grade 10, Trash to 
Treasure)

“Baking with Mrs. Ridge was fun. I got to learn healthier substitutes for muffins and other baked goods.” 
(Caitlin May, Grade 9, Taking Care of Yourself)

“I appreciated that we had room 
to be creative and make mistakes. 
I also liked the variety of pour 
painting styles that we learned.” 
  —Morgan Camilleri, Grade 9, Acrylic Pour Painting

Sophomore Caia Vega focuses on her 

acrylic pour painting technique during 

Mini-Term 2021.
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Fishing and Conservation

Acrylic Pour Painting

Discovering Your Family Story

Philadelphia Museum Tour

Wilderness Expedition

Taking Care of Yourself: Body, Mind, and Soul

Mini-Term Fall 2021 Options

Flavors of Philly

Shed Building

Spruce Lake Adventure

Trash to Treasure

Exploring Photography

Woodworking Workshop

Golf for Life

12  DOCK Mennonite Academy
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Students were asked in a follow-up survey what they were now 
thinking about based on their Mini-Term experience:

“What else can I do in the city that I’ve been to a million times but never 
actually done?” (Emily Irvin, Grade 11, Flavors of Philly)

“I wonder if we could do a Mini-Term where we bake for other people?” 
(Caitlin May, Grade 9, Taking Care of Yourself)

“I am going to start paying more attention to my mental health, because I 
realized I don’t think about it as much as I should. I push it away more than 
acknowledge it.” (Lauren Gouldey, Grade 11, Taking Care of Yourself)

“I was wondering about what other things I could thrift and turn into 
‘treasure,’ because I really like the things that I brought home.” 
(Savannah Sobetsky, Grade 9, Trash to Treasure)

“I wonder if I might develop woodworking into a hobby.” 
(Joseph Lee, Grade 9, Woodworking Workshop)
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EC to Grade 8

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

FAMILY FUN SERVICE NIGHT

What do you get when you combine kickball, sunflowers and ice cream? An 

evening that was nothing short of amazing! We can’t thank our Dock faculty, 

staff, students, families, and friends enough for stepping up to make our Family 

Fun Service night a HUGE success! We sold out of Max’s sunflower bombs 

(opposite page), fed lots of hungry people ice cream from Downtown Scoop, 

played some great kickball, listened to some amazing music, and had lots 

of FUN in the process. Best of all, every penny raised will go to Mennonite 

Disaster Service and Mennonite Central Committee to support vulnerable and 

displaced families in Ukraine as well as families affected by natural disasters in 

the U.S. We love our Dock community! 

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
FOOD DRIVE

Our students helped pack 

and deliver 1,692 lbs. of 

food items to Keystone 

Opportunity Center as 

part of Dock’s “12 Days of 

Christmas Food Drive”! A 

special thanks to Keystone 

food pantry manager Mrs. 

Cindy Dembrosky for her 

encouragement of our 

students’ efforts!
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A BOMB YOU WANT TO EXPLODE?

The only thing brighter than Dock middle school student Max 

Brannon’s hoodie is his sunny disposition and smile. While having a 

conversation with his mom at home recently, he mentioned that he 

wanted to do something to help the people of Ukraine. With just a few 

words of encouragement, Max was off with a bright idea—Sunflower 

Bombs! Why that name? Well, for starters, Max wants his sunflower 

idea to explode with positivity, just like his passion for this project! Max 

did his research and is creating these sunflower seed starters so that 

families and friends can buy and plant them, and watch them grow! 

Another reason to pick that name? The sunflower is the national flower 

of Ukraine—providing an even more meaningful reason to get people 

excited about buying sunflower “bombs” and planting them in support 

of the vulnerable and displaced people of that war-torn country.

DOCK ROCKS SOUDERTON HOLIDAY PARADE

Participating in the Souderton Holiday Parade 

(with perfect weather!) was a great way to kick 

off the Christmas season. A special thanks to our 

middle school teachers and students for planning 

and organizing a wonderful parade float as well as 

banners, sweatshirts, candy and bracelet giveaways. 

The parade also marked the debut of our brand new 

Color Guard!
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MAKEY-MAKEY

Utilizing programs they coded earlier in the year, Mr. Nathaniel Freed’s Explore students are using “Makey-Makey” tools to wire 

new inputs for keys on their computers. With their increased knowledge of circuits, they are now creating physical pieces of 

‘hardware’ to control the programs. Dock continues to invest in new and better learning experiences, creating environments that 

promote engagement, creativity, and collaboration for all our students.

What is “Makey Makey”? 

Makey Makey is an invention kit designed to connect everyday objects to computer keys. Using a circuit board, alligator clips, 

and a USB cable, the tool uses closed-loop electrical signals to send the computer either a keyboard stroke or mouse click 

signal. This allows users to transform everyday objects into computer interfaces—make a game pad out of Play-Doh, for example, 

or a musical instrument out of bananas!

EC to Grade 8

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

TRAINING FOR NEW 
STEM LAB KITS

In early December, several Dock 

faculty and staff from both 

campuses visited Fluxspace 

in Norristown for a half-day of 

training with our new SAM Labs 

STEM kits. Teachers had a blast 

building and programming with 

motors, light sensors, buzzers, 

micro-bit controllers and more. 

Dock teachers can’t wait to share 

these kits with their K-12 students! 
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS IN TRAINING

Mrs. Rachael Grim’s 5th grade social studies 

students put on their archaeology hats as they 

learned about the elements of culture. Each 

group created their own culture and decorated 

a pot to represent it. The pots were smashed 

and the fragments given to a different group. 

As archaeologists, they studied the fragments 

of the artifact to learn about the new culture 

and present their findings to the class.

CULINARY COMPETITIONS

December is a great time to be in the kitchen, and Dock hosted 

culinary competitions on each campus.  On the EC-Grade 8 Campus, 

Mrs. Claire Wanamaker’s Middle School Explore students went head-

to-head in a “Chopped” Christmas Cookie Baking Competition. On the 

high school campus, teams of student chefs competed in the “Dock 

Cooks” competition, cooking up a delicious array of soups. The judges 

discerned that the Bacon Corn Chowder made by Sophia Messina and 

Cole Smeland was blue ribbon-worthy. 

Above: Cookie bakers Lydia Ehst (left) and Olivia Mozzone (right) 

received some encouragement from a Keebler elf (no wait, that’s 

Middle School teacher Mrs. Kathy Mease). 

Below: Dock Cooks winners included (l to r): Maggie Dowell, Emma 

Kratz, Melissa Moyer, Sophia Messina, Cole Smeland, Aiden Lee, and 

Kirsten Fleming.
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Grades 9 to 12

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

MARCH WAS MENNONITE CHOIR MONTH

It’s not an official event or title, but maybe it should be. In March we had three of 

our excellent Mennonite college choirs visit campus for “mini” chapel concerts. 

First to visit was the amazing Vox Profundi ("Deep Voice") choir from Goshen 

College. Goshen President Dr. Rebecca J. Stoltzfus also brought a greeting to 

Dock students. Less than a week later we welcomed two Dock alumni back to 

campus as the Eastern Mennonite University Chamber Singers performed during 

chapel. Greta Schrag (‘20) sings in the choir, and Dr. Benjamin Bergey (‘07 

and 2021 Alum of the Year) directs the group. Bergey and the choir members 

also spent time working with Dock’s Touring Choir after chapel. A few days 

later we completed the “trifecta” with a visit from the Bel Canto Singers of 

Hesston College (KS). The Singers also rehearsed with Dock’s Touring Choir, 

then performed two songs with them during chapel. Thanks to all three choirs 

for including Dock on their spring break tours! You can listen to all of their 

performances on the Chapel 2021-22 playlist on Dock’s YouTube channel.
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DOCK HOSTS MSC CHORAL FESTIVAL

On the heels of the college choir visits, Dock hosted the Mennonite Schools Council Choral Festival on Friday, April 1. The festival was a 

slimmed down version, with choirs from Lancaster Mennonite and Shalom Christian Academy in addition to our own Touring Choir. The 

choirs practiced together and then performed a concert on Friday evening, under the direction of guest conductor Dr. Russell Adrian of 

Hesston College. You can watch the recording of this concert on our YouTube channel as well!

DOCK SINGERS MAKE 
DISTRICT CHORUS 

Congratulations to Dock 

seniors David Michel and Isabel 

Bergin, who participated in the 

Pennsylvania Music Educators 

Association District Chorus 

Festival in February. David 

advanced to PMEA’s Regional 

auditions and was selected as 

a bass for the All-State Chorus. 

Congratulations to both students!

TOURING CHOIR IS BACK!

We are pleased to report that Dock’s Touring Choir is once again on 

tour this spring after a Covid “hiatus.” Be sure to catch one or more 

of their performances! 

View the choir’s spring itinerary on their web page at 

dock.org/touringchoir.
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Grades 9 to 12

CAMPUS 
HAPPENINGS

FERGUS GETS 600TH WIN…AND MORE

When the Dock boys basketball team won their Bicentennial Athletic 

League opener against Church Farm back in December, it was a big step 

for the team—and an even bigger one for their coach. The win was Mike 

Fergus’ 600th career coaching victory—an amazing feat in itself, but all 

the more incredible because Coach Fergus has now won at least 100 

games at four different schools. He has been a head coach for 40 years, 

the last eight at Dock, where his record stands at 129-79.  “Coach Fergus 

brings an enthusiasm and passion for the game that is unmatched by 

many of his coaching peers,” said former Dock athletic director Tim 

Ehst. “He is not only an excellent teacher, tactician, and motivator, but 

also a coach who brings discipline and positive personal connection to 

each of his players. This formula has developed many winning teams 

where players enjoyed playing for each other and for him.”

ALL-STATE PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR

Abby Brown (‘22) 

earned the 

Pennsylvania Soccer 

Coaches Association 

All-State Player of the 

Year. She is the third 

female in Dock’s history 

to win the prestigious 

award, joining Nicole 

Clements (’15) and 

Shea Neal (‘12).

FRONTIER PASTURES

Several members of retired faculty member 

and Athletic Director Tim Ehst‘s advisor 

group visited him recently at Frontier 

Pastures, the Bally, PA, farm where Ehst now 

raises cattle. Accompanied by their new 

faculty advisor, Mr. Zach Bower, as part of a 

faculty in-service day community-building 

project, students toured the farm and learned 

about the intricacies involved in raising cattle 

and sustainable pastures. They also toured 

the greenhouses where Ehst’s nephew grows 

hydroponic lettuce and tomatoes. As a 

bonus, Ehst treated the group to ice cream 

afterwards at nearby Longacres Dairy.

NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED STUDENTS

Congratulations to Dock seniors Laurel Latt and Braden Churches, who were named 

Commended Students in the 2022 National Merit Scholarship Program. The honor 

is given to just 34,000 students nationwide and represents exceptional academic 

performance and promise on the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test. The PSAT 

test was taken by over 3.5 million students this year.



DOCK APPOINTS PRINCIPALS FOR 2022-23

Dock Mennonite Academy is pleased to announce 

the appointment of a High School Principal and 

an Early Childhood to Grade 8 Principal for the 

2022-23 school year. Mrs. Claire Wanamaker has 

been named Principal of Dock’s Early Childhood to 

Grade 8 Campus in Souderton. Mrs. Wanamaker is 

a member of Dock’s Middle School faculty with 30 

years of teaching experience at every grade level. 

She holds a Master’s in Education from Chestnut 

Hill College, with certifications in Early Childhood 

Education, Elementary Education, and Secondary 

Math Education. She is expecting to complete a 

School Administrators program at Delaware Valley 

University later this year. Mrs. Wanamaker has been 

a leader in the development of Dock’s Middle School 

curriculum and played a key role in the transition 

to PBL (project-based learning). She is a Certified 

Anabaptist Educator through the Mennonite 

Education Agency and is a member of Blooming Glen 

Mennonite Church.

“Mrs. Wanamaker has a noticeable passion for Dock 

and its students,” said Superintendent Dr. Conrad 

Swartzentruber. “She values relationships and will 

continue to foster the positive culture and climate on 

the EC-Grade 8 Campus.”

Mr. Douglas Hackman has been named Principal of 

Dock’s High School Campus in Lansdale. He currently 

serves as Interim Principal of the high school. Mr. 

Hackman is a Dock alum (Class of 2003) and holds 

a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master’s in 

Education from Eastern University. He has over 10 

years of experience in admissions work at the college 

and K-12 school levels. He grew up in the Mennonite 

Church at Deep Run East (Dublin, PA), and currently 

attends Calvary Church of Souderton. Mr. Hackman 

and his wife, Molly, live in Lansdale, and their three 

children attend Dock.

“In his roles at Dock, Mr. Hackman has demonstrated 

an ability to connect with students and parents,” said 

Dr. Swartzentruber. “He has an engaging personality, 

strong relational skills, and natural instincts for 

decision-making in a school setting.”
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STUDENTS RAISE LETTUCE—AND TROUT

AP Environmental Science classes are growing 

lettuce in their new Fork Farms hydroponic 

system and learning how to test for nutrients and 

maintain healthy levels both in this system and 

in their trout aquarium! These are both excellent 

practical learning experiences that connect to 

their unit on land and water use, as they are 

learning about agriculture, aquaculture, and 

fishing! Students will be applying their knowledge 

of ecosystems, foundation species, and nutrient 

cycling as they collaborate to raise lettuce plants 

and rainbow trout. Dock now has a partnership with Trout in the Classroom, 

and the trout will be released into the Skippack Creek this Spring! Both 

projects were funded through the Class of 1963/David Souder endowment.

DALE WEAVER RETIRES

Dale Weaver, one of the truly unsung heroes of the Dock 

maintenance crew, retired in December after nearly 27 years on 

staff. Dale was the school’s head groundskeeper and was largely 

responsible for maintaining the beauty of the campus—from planting 

and caring for trees and flowers to storm cleanup and snow removal. 

Thank you for all of your hard work, Dale; we enjoyed the fruits of 

your labor every day!

Dale Weaver (center) had lunch with his co-workers to celebrate his 
retirement, including (l to r) Larry Godshall, Gary Detweiler, Lester 
Alderfer, Will Alderfer, Jim Derstine, Larry Clutter, Glenn Derstine, Ken 
Handrich, Gerard Hasson, Tony Baker, Rick Duerksen, Patti Baker, and 
Jonathan Hansen.



ALUMNI
NEWS 

2014
Morgan Benjamin graduated in July 2021 from 
the master’s degree program at St. Bonaventure 
University. She now has a M.S.Ed in school 
counseling and is a Pennsylvania certified 
school counselor. She currently serves a local 
high school as guidance counselor. She is also 
engaged and will be married in May 2022.

2015
Kylie Shore received her Masters in Speech 
Language Pathology from Francis Marion 
University last May and is now a pediatric 

outpatient speech 
language pathologist, 
with a focus on 
pediatric feeding, at 
Lehigh Valley Health 
Network. She also 
became engaged to 
Dan Lauren in March!

2016
Emma Chimera has a new job as a labor and 
delivery nurse at Pennsylvania Hospital.

2018 
Abigail Nice was the grand prize winner in the 
Peddler’s Village Gingerbread Competition & 
Display this year! The detail on Abby’s entry, 
entitled “White Christmas,” was phenomenal 
(see photos). The creativity of our alumni is truly 
something to celebrate…congratulations Abby!

ALUMNI NOTES
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Close Cousins
It’s always neat when cousins are close in age—and even more so when their birthdays are less 
than three weeks apart. That is the case for little Mackenzie Grace Clemens, born on December 
20, 2021, to Chad (’10) and Courtney (McCoach ‘10) Clemens, and Levi Alexander Bergey, born to 
Ashley (Clemens ‘12) and Devin Bergey (’12) on January 8, 2022. These two peanuts were only an 
ounce apart in their birth weights, too. Congratulations and blessings to all the new parents!
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"The house that Jill Bolton built" 

“I am incredibly grateful for the foundation Jill laid during her time in a 
Liberty uniform. She left a legacy that will impact this program 

forever, the house that Jill Bolton built.”

That’s what Liberty University field hockey coach Nikki Parsley-Blocker 
said about Jill Bolton (’17) after the senior was named the 2022 Honda Award 
winner for field hockey, given to the top female athlete in 12 NCAA sports. The 
Honda Award signifies “the best of the best in college athletics,” and it was the 
first time a Liberty student-athlete had won.

In fact, her senior year was a season of firsts for Bolton. She led the Flames to 
their first 20-win season and their first appearance in the NCAA Division 1 
championship game. She was selected the 2021 Division 1 Player of the Year 
by the National Field Hockey Coaches (also a first for Liberty), and was 
a first team All-American for the second year in a row. Jill led Liberty in 
goals (19) and points (45) during the fall 2021 season, and also now holds 

many of Liberty Field 
Hockey’s career records, 
including goals (61) and 
points (156). 

Jill had plenty of 
Dock support 
for many of her 
games, including 
(l to r) fiance 
Lincoln, Elle, 
Tess, and 
Darla Bergey.



ALUMNI
NEWS 

IN MEMORIAM
Helen Lapp

Former Dock teacher and board member Helen 
Lapp died on Tuesday, November 30, 2021. 
Helen was an English teacher at Dock in the 
early 1960s, and also served on the Board of 
Trustees from 1963-65. Helen was the wife of 
Sam Lapp (‘57), who has served as a substitute 
teacher at Dock for many years. Helen and 

Sam are also the long-time sponsors of the 
Sam and Helen Lapp Peacemaking Award, given 

each year to a student who makes a significant 
contribution to peace on the Dock campus.

Camille Clemens

Camille A. Clemens, of Perkasie, PA, died on January 10 at Lehigh 
Valley Hospital. She was 50. Camille was a 1989 graduate of Dock, 
and received a degree in respiratory therapy from Millersville 
University, and a Masters in education from St. Joseph’s 
University. After a career as a respiratory therapist at Jefferson 
University Hospital in Philadelphia, she became an elementary 

school teacher in the Pennridge School District. She was a member 
of Calvary Church of Souderton.

T. Carroll Moyer

T. Carroll Moyer died on January 8.  He was 97. He served at 
Dock during four decades, from the 1960s to the 1990s, and held 
positions ranging from English teacher to Director of Guidance 
to Media Center Director to Assistant Principal. Most recently, 
he served as the Resource Center librarian at the Mennonite 
Conference Center in Souderton. Mr. Moyer was a member of 

Blooming Glen Mennonite Church for more than 75 years.
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ZOOM TOWN RATS
No measly virus 
is going to keep 
these Dock stars 
from getting 
together! Dr. 
J. Eric Bishop 
sent this screen 
shot of some 
former Dock 
faculty members 
who gather 
online from 
time to time 
to reminisce 
about their beloved Christopher Dock—or “CD,” as it was once referred to. Pictured 
(clockwise from top left) Gerald Benner, Eric Bishop, S. Duane Kauffman, Rodney 
Derstine, Tim Ehst, Richard Lichty, Wib Zook, Eldon Miller, and Jerry Yoder 
(center). Kudos to Duane Kauffman for having the best picture quality!

HOW TO CHANGE 
THE WORLD,

ONE PENNY AT A TIME

Two Dock alumni played pivotal roles in bringing 
the story of the Worm Project to print. Dawn Ruth 
Nelson (’70), who died in 2017, and Bev Benner 
Miller (’79) teamed up to write How to Change the 
World One Penny at a Time: The Story of Claude 
Good and The Worm Project. Claude and Alice Good 
spent 25 years in Mexico working with indigenous 
peoples and translating the Bible into two dialects 
for the Triqui people. They found that Triqui children 
suffered from malnutrition as a result of worms. 
Claude discovered an inexpensive deworming 
medicine, which led to an epiphany—a way to nourish 
the Triqui people both physically and spiritually. 
Claude’s experience with the Triquis would lead 

him to start the 
Worm Project, 
which continues 
his dream of 
deworming 
children in need 
all around the 
world. You can 
purchase your 
copy of Dawn 
and Bev’s book 
at the Mennonite 
Heritage Center 
or online at 
Amazon.com.

Jim Bishop

James V. (Jim) Bishop, 76, of Harrisonburg, VA, died 
January 16 of complications from glioblastoma, 
an aggressive brain cancer. He was a member of 
the class of 1963. Jim was born May 22, 1945 in 
Doylestown, the eldest son of the late J. Vernon 
and Ann Dayton Bishop. He retired in 2011 after 
serving 40 years as public information officer 
at Eastern Mennonite University. He earned a 

B.A. degree in English as a member of EMU’s 
Centennial Class of 1967 and did graduate work in 

communications at James Madison University. He and 
his wife Anna were married for 54 years. 

Editor’s Note: We encourage you to read Jim’s full obituary 
on our website at dock.org/bishopsmantle. Jim wrote a weekly column 

called “Bishop’s Mantle” for the Harrisonburg (VA) Daily News-Record 
for more than 20 years; we have published the last half dozen or so 
columns on this page. We believe these columns contain the essence 
of Jim’s life—his great enthusiasm for words and writing, his ability to 
make you laugh, his love of the simple gifts God gives, his deep love 
and appreciation for Anna, his tenacity in battling a life-threatening 
illness. But most of all, Jim’s writing points to his great faith and reliance 
upon the promises of God. It is heartening to see how God’s word both 
encouraged Jim in his darkest hours, but also helped him set priorities 
and seize the opportunities God gave him. May it be so for us as well.
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COUNTRY FAIR & AUCTION

MAY 13, 2022

We are thrilled to be back LIVE and in person for our 2022 Country Fair 
& Auction! This one-of-a-kind event will be better than ever, with new 
additions like fantastic food trucks, a cornhole tournament, and climbing wall 
combining with old favorites like a kids candy scramble, a live outdoor auction 
with Sandy Alderfer (’70), BBQ chicken, strawberry pies and more. Reserve 
the date and plan to join the fun!

UPCOMING EVENTS
EC to Grade 8 Calendar
MAY 2022 
May 13 — Country Fair & Auction
May 17 — EC-Grade 8 Admissions Open House, 4 p.m.
May 18 — Middle School Spring Concert, 7 p.m.
May 19 — Early Childhood Spring Program
May 19 — Spring Golf Tournament, Lederach Golf Club
May 30 — Memorial Day, No School
JUNE 2022
June 1 — Middle School Expo Night, 6:30 p.m.
June 1 — 8th Grade Celebration
June 9 — Last Day of School (Early Dismissal)
AUGUST 2022
August 25 — First Day of School!

Grades 9 to 12 Calendar
MAY 2022
May 7 — Junior-Senior Banquet
May 13 — Country Fair & Auction
May 19 — Spring Golf Tournament, Lederach Golf Club
May 23 — Student Visitation Day
May 25 — Grades 9-12 Spring Concert, 7 p.m.
May 27 — All-School Social & Physics Boat Race
May 30 — Memorial Day, No School
May 31 — Senior Recital, 7 p.m.
JUNE 2022
June 2 — Awards Convocation
June 2 — Spring Athletic Awards Night, 6:30 p.m.
June 3 — Last Day of School for Seniors
June 6-8 — Senior Presentations
June 8 — Final Exams (Early Dismissal 1:10 p.m.)
June 9 — Final Exams (Early Dismissal 11:20 a.m.)
June 9 — Last Day of School
June 10 — Senior-Parent Reception, 6 p.m.
June 10 — Baccalaureate, 7:30 p.m.
June 11 — 67th Annual Commencement, 6 p.m.
AUGUST 2022
August 25 — First Day of School!

EARLY CHILDHOOD  
TO GRADE EIGHT 

420 Godshall Road 
Souderton, PA 18964

215.723.1196

GRADES NINE  
TO TWELVE 

1000 Forty Foot Road
Lansdale, PA 19446

215.362.2675

Dock Mennonite Academy inspires and equips 
each student to serve with a global perspective by 
integrating faith, academic excellence and life-enriching 
opportunities in a Christ-centered community.

WWW.DOCK.ORG

SPRING GOLF OUTING


