
Summer Reading for 2017 
 
Students enrolled at Dock Mennonite Academy (grades 10-12) are required to complete a Summer 
Reading assignment. Our objectives for this assignment are two-fold: to keep your minds intellectually 
engaged in the “off” months and to enjoy reading a good book or books, which will be incorporated into 
the early weeks of your English classes. Please purchase your own copy of the assigned book(s). See 
your local bookstore, used bookstore, or amazon.com, which often has inexpensive copies of gently used 
books. Having an electronic version is fine, too. 
 
The English department is recommending that you read thoughtfully, responding to the text as you read 
with a system of notation that works for you. Underlining key lines, annotating the book by jotting notes in 
the margins, using sticky tabs, and completing a reading journal are all useful methods of reading and 
responding.  
 
You will be required to write during the first day or days in response to your reading, so bring your text 
and your notes. An oral presentation or group exercise may also occur.  
 
Please refer to the following listing of grades and classes for specific book selection guidelines:  
 
Sophomores:  
American Literature Honors: Read Old School, by Tobias Wolff 
 
American Literature Standards: Choose one novel from the following list. These are available from 
amazon.com, new or used. You must own your own copy of the novel. For your own benefit, take notes, 
create a character list, record questions or comments, and save quotations which might be helpful. All 
titles are historical fiction, providing an engaging window into a particular time and/or event in American 
history. Bring your book and notes to class the first day of school. 
 
The Killer Angels, by Michael Shaara  Gone with the Wind, by Margaret Mitchell   
Mudbound, by Hillary Jordan Mennonite Soldier, by Kenneth Yoder Reed   
The Massacre at Fall Creek, Jessamyn West Jubilee, by Margaret Walker      
Jacob’s Choice, by Ervin Stutzman  The Help, by Kathryn Stockett 
 
Juniors: 
British Literature Honors: Read The Once and Future King, by TH White  
 
British Literature Standards: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, by Robert Louis 
          Stevenson 
 
Seniors:  
Senior English: Just Mercy, by Bryan Stevenson 
 
AP English Language and Composition:  

Read Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
 
Please also purchase copies of  

o Mere Christianity by CS Lewis  
o The Unlikely Disciple: A Sinner’s Semester at America’s Holiest University 

by Kevin Roose, 
These texts will be used second quarter and are both available in paperback.  
 

 
 
 
 
 


